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August 13 , 2022 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

Never-ending Fight: 

 In quashing a criminal case against actor Suriya and director T.J. Gnanavel, the Madras High 

Court has spared them the ordeal of facing vexatious proceedings for allegedly insulting a 

section of society in the acclaimed film Jai Bhim.  

 The FIR cited Section 295A of the IPC, a provision that makes it a crime to commit 

“deliberate and malicious acts intended to outrage religious feelings” on the basis of a 

complaint that the film insulted the Vanniyar community. A magistrate had forwarded the 

complaint to the police for the registration of a first information report by concluding that it 

disclosed a “cognisable offence”.  

 

 The High Court has rightly concluded that the magistrate had acted mechanically as the order 

did not even mention what offence was made out in the complaint. In this case, it is quite 

strange that a perceived insult to a caste was seen as outraging “religious” feelings. It 

indicates the perfunctory manner in which caste and religion can be conflated with one 

another by those claiming to be hurt or insulted by others.  

 The court has noted that except for a contention that the film was made in a manner that is 

likely to incite violence and hostility towards a particular community, there was no specific 

instance stated in the FIR. The casual resort to criminal prosecution for perceived insults to 

religion or any other social segment has become an unfortunate feature of contemporary life.  
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 Some years ago, the Supreme Court had to intervene to quash a criminal complaint against 

cricket star Mahendra Singh Dhoni for being featured in the likeness of a deity on the cover of 

a magazine. Section 295A has been interpreted by a Constitution Bench in 1957 to the effect 

that it only “punishes the aggravated form of insult to religion” when something is done with 

a deliberate and malicious intention to outrage the religious feelings of a class.  

 However, in practice, groups and individuals use some imagined slight to themselves as a 

pretext to infringe the right to freedom of speech and expression by objecting to films, plays 

and public performances.  

 In many cases, the police tend to give greater credence to such complaints than they deserve 

and cite the possibility of a disruption of law and order to clamp down on the screening or 

performance rather than protect free speech. Constitutional courts do intervene time and again 

to protect freedom of expression, but often such relief comes after a delay.  

 Books have been pulped and performances and lectures have been cancelled based on threats 

and complaints more often than needed. These developments can only mean that the fight for 

free speech has to be fought anew from time to time. 

No holds barred: 

 By choosing to place a “technical hold” on the joint India-U.S. proposal to designate Jaish-e-

Mohammad deputy chief Rauf Asghar a global terrorist on the United Nations Security 

Council 1267 Committee listing, China has swung another blow to its ties with India, which 

are already at a fragile point.  

 Despite 16 rounds of military commander talks at the Line of Actual Control, India and China 

have failed to resolve the standoff that began with the PLA amassing troops, and 

transgressions along the LAC in April 2020.  

 The two sides sparred in the maritime sphere this week, after India made its concerns over the 

proposed docking of a Chinese satellite tracking ship at Sri Lanka’s Hambantota port clear to 

the Sri Lankan government. And while bilateral trade has recovered from the COVID-19 

downturn, Chinese technology majors in India are being raided by the Enforcement 

Directorate and Income Tax authorities under suspicion of a range of financial crimes.  

 At a time when bilateral trust is already in such deficit comes China’s decision to stop an 

important terror listing, just two months after Beijing similarly stopped the designation of 

Lashkar-e-Taiba deputy chief Abdul Rahman Makki.  

 To take such measures on an issue that it knows India has always been extremely serious 

about, given the number of major attacks perpetrated on Indians by the LeT and JeM, right 

from the 1990s, is insensitive at the least, but part of an unfortunate pattern by China, which 

has held up several such listings in the past.  

 Asghar is wanted for his role in freeing his brother Masood Azhar in the most dastardly way, 

by organising the hijack of Indian Airlines flight IC-814, and holding nearly 200 civilians 

hostage on the Kandahar tarmac, and other attacks. He is now reportedly in Pakistani prison, 

convicted on terror-related charges, and is on both the U.S.’s and India’s domestic ‘most 

wanted terrorist’ lists.  
 It is important, however, for India to persevere with attempts to designate both Makki and 

Asghar, as well as other terrorists responsible for attacks on Indians, without losing faith in 
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the process. One option is to keep the international pressure up, and garner more co-sponsors 

for the listing, which was reportedly approved by 14 of 15 UNSC members.  

 Another would be to work on changing 1267 Committee procedures, so that they don’t allow 

one country to hold back such important terror listings without due cause. A third may even 

be to open dialogues with both China and Pakistan bilaterally on the issue, leveraging 

Pakistan’s need to be removed from the FATF grey list later this year as well as China’s 

interest in Pakistan’s economic recovery, to ensure the listings are accomplished.  

 Eventually, if the goal behind the UNSC listings is to ensure that perpetrators of terrorist acts 

are held accountable, the emphasis must be on working through all avenues. 

 

" Azadi Ke Rang”: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Films Division is organizing a 3 - day online film Festival " Azadi Ke Rang " from 13-15 

August 2022 on its website and YouTube channel . A total 11 films presenting major 

milestones of our freedom struggle and freedom fighters will mark the occasion .  

 Films Division will also release a special commemorative DVD Set of 18 unique films on 

freedom struggle and important historic moments on 15 Aug. 
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IIP: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Index of Industrial Production ( IIP ) eased to 12.3 % in June against 19.6 % in May 2022 

. According to the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation data , the growth in 

IIP data was led by the manufacturing and electricity sectors .  

 The electricity sector rose 16.4 % . IIP growth in June 2021 was 13.8 % , IIP is an index 

that details the growth of various sectors in the economy . 

 

Conference on the Indian minerals and metals 

industry: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 National Mineral Development Corporation Ltd. ( NMDC ) and FICCI ( Federation of Indian 

Chambers of Commerce and Industry ) will be organizing a conference on the Indian minerals 

and metals industry on 23-24 August 2022 .  

 It will held on the theme ' Transition Towards 2030 & Vision 2047 ' in New Delhi . It is 

being organised in collaboration with the Union Ministries of Steel and Mines . 
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National Statistical Office: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 India's retail inflation fell to 6.71 per cent in July 2022 , the lowest level in five months , 

as per the National Statistical Office ( NSO ) data released on 12 August 2022 .  

 The Consumer Price Index ( CPI ) based retail inflation stood at 7.01 per cent in June . Retail 

inflation for rural areas declined to 6.80 per cent in July 2022 from 7.09 per cent in June . 

 

IAF & RMAF: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 A contingent of the Indian Air Force ( IAF ) left for Malaysia on 12 August 2022 to 

participate in a bilateral exercise named ' Udarashakti . This is the first bilateral exercise being 

conducted between Indian Air Force and Royal Malaysian Air Force ( RMAF ) .  

 IAF is participating in the exercise with Su - 30 MKI and C - 17 aircraft while the 

RMAF will be flying Su 30 MKM aircraft . 

 

Marina Tabassum: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Renowned Bangladeshi architect Marina Tabassum has become the first South Asian 

architect to win the prestigious Lisbon Triennale Millennium Lifetime Achievement 

Award .  

 She is known for her architectural designs that break away from commercialism and deeply 

embed environmental concerns . 
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Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur ( the Legion of 

Honour ): 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The French government on 11 August 2022 bestowed Shashi Tharoor , a Congress MP , the 

Chevalier de la Legion d'Honneur ( the Legion of Honour ) , its highest civilian honour . The 

award has been conferred upon Tharoor in recognition of his writings and speeches .  

 This award was established in 1802 by Napoleon Bonaparte . It is awarded for excellent 

civil or military conduct . 
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Ministry of Ayush & MeitY: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Ministry of Ayush has signed an MoU with the Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology ( MeitY ) for the digitalisation of the Ayush Sector under the Ayush Grid project 

.  

 Under this MoU , MeitY will extend all technical support required for the Ayush Grid 

project including the adoption of emerging technologies . Minister of Ayush : Sarbananda 

Sonowal . Minister of MeitY : Ashwini Vaishnaw. 
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SMILE-75: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Social Justice & Empowerment Ministry on 12 August 2022 launched the ' SMILE - 75 ' 

initiative . 

 It has been launched for comprehensive rehabilitation of persons engaged in begging in 75 

identified municipalities as a part of the celebrations of 75 years of Independence .  

 It is a part of the Ministry's ongoing SMILE project ( Support for Marginalised 

Individuals for Livelihood and Enterprise ) . 
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World Sanskrit Day : 12 August 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Sanskrit Day is celebrated on Sawan Poornima of the Hindu calendar . For 2022 , it 

was observed on August 12 . It was first celebrated in 1969 . Sanskrit is one of the most 

ancient languages .  

 The Indo - Aryan language was first derived 3500 years ago . The scriptures mark their 

origin in the second millennium BCE when the Rig Veda was composed . 

 

UNMOGIP: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 
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 UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has appointed Rear Admiral Guillermo Pablo Ríos of 

Argentina as Head of Mission and Chief Military Observer for the United Nations Military 

Observer Group in India and Pakistan ( UNMOGIP ) . 

 He succeeds Major General José Eladio Alcaín of Uruguay . UNMOGIP was founded in 

1949 and is headquartered in Islamabad , Pakistan . 

 

UNCTAD Report: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 According to a report by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development ( 

UNCTAD ) , around 7.3 % of Indians owned some form of digital currency in 2021 .  

 It also states that 15 of the top 20 nations in terms of digital currency ownership were 

developing countries , with India ranking 7th , one position behind US .  

 Ukraine topped the list , with 12.7 % of its population holding crypto assets . 
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World Organ Donation Day : 13 August: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Organ Donation Day is observed every year on August 13 across the globe . The 

purpose of observing this day is to spread awareness about the importance of organ donation 

and to encourage people to do the same .  

 The first - ever successful living donor organ transplant was carried out in 1954 in the 

US . India has its own organ donation day that is observed on November 27 each year. 



    

www.transformiasacademy.com  
 
 

13 

August 13, 2022 TIA CURRENT AFFAIRS & ED 

EDEDEDedssededED 

  
  

  

 


