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August 14 , 2022 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

A tryst with the past: 

 Seventy-five years ago, on this day, India’s first Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

made these remarks in his stirring speech on India attaining freedom at midnight: “The 

achievement we celebrate today is but a step, an opening of opportunity, to the greater 

triumphs and achievements that await us.  

 Are we brave enough and wise enough to grasp this opportunity and accept the challenge of 

the future?” These words ring true even today just as when Independence unshackled India 

from British rule — a milestone that, in some cases, inspired the birth of other new nation-

states across the world, freed from the yoke of colonialism.  

 Independent India embarked upon a new journey, imbued with the vision of its freedom 

fighters and a mission set on course by the members of the Constituent Assembly who 

worked on its unique liberal democratic Constitution. There have been significant 

achievements — a constitutional scheme guaranteeing rights that included freedom of speech, 

religion and a secular state, implementation of universal adult franchise in periodic elections, 

a thriving legislature, establishments allowing for a formal separation of powers, a quasi-

federal union of States that were reorganised on a linguistic basis, the building of institutions 

(industrial, educational, medical) that heralded progress, and the unleashing of knowledge and 

communication sectors that tied India beneficially to the world economy.  

 There have also been missteps and failings — the inability to eradicate extreme poverty and 

marginalisation even though these did come down dramatically since 1947, the strains in 

implementing the constitutional order and values, burgeoning communal majoritarianism, 

which was decidedly rejected by both the freedom fighters as well as the framers of the 

Constitution, the incomplete nature of decentralisation of power, and rising economic 

inequality.  

 Today, on the one hand, India stands tall as one of the world’s emerging economies with an 

advantageous demographic dividend, a vibrant democracy that ensures enthusiastic 

participation in elections, a diverse polity, and a diversified economy. But it also faces 

humongous challenges.  

 Its people live in a more chaotic world where cooperation and liberal trade relations have 

taken a beating and where climate change is a challenge. Also, the emergence and 

consolidation of a dominant political force that seeks to centralise power and homogenise the 

idea of India has threatened to unravel the constitutional structure of recognition of diversity 

and inclusion as the means for overall progress.  

 Economic progress through inclusive growth — a process that was accelerated following 

comprehensive reforms in the early 1990s and the institution of a rights-based approach 

towards welfare in the mid-2000s — has slowed down in the last few years. Meanwhile, there 

is an exacerbation of inter-State disparities, with southern and western India delivering better 

outcomes in education, health care and thoroughgoing economic growth than other regions, 

an issue that requires careful deliberation in the near future.  
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 The successes and failures of the earlier generations in post-independent India have provided 

the nation with the pathways to address the challenges of the future. For one, it is clear that 

neither a statist nor a market-only emphasis on development and growth is ideal.  

 India must continue policies, framed in the 1990s, of allowing entrepreneurial energies to 

flourish while relying on comprehensive welfare with a rights approach, which was given 

impetus in the late 2000s, to help utilise its demographic potential.  

 In the early years of Independence, many modern institutions of higher education, industry 

and health care were built and endured but India missed out on a strong focus on primary 

health-care and education, a weakness that has led to the persistence of poverty and social 

marginalisation on the basis of caste.  

 A bottom-up approach to development that should focus on building capabilities of the 

citizenry through both affirmative actions and state responsiveness would lead to better 

release of productive forces in the economy. States getting more fiscal latitude and local 

governments being empowered to implement programmes could go a long way in achieving 

this.  

 While, since the reforms in 1991, interdependence in a globalised world allowed for the 

export sectors to flourish, the lack of diversified employment and increased labour 

productivity in comparison to other countries such as China or South Korea is a failing.  

 As the world transits towards a new industrial revolution in its reliance on technologies such 

as 5G, the Internet of Things, artificial intelligence, robotics, and green technologies, India 

must embark upon building significant capabilities in these in a way that does not just result 

in a few corporations gaining but which allows for more gainful employment and 

diversification of the economy.  

 In external relations, while India must continue to skilfully navigate the contradictions 

emerging in the international order with an emphasis on its interests, it should not disavow the 

time-tested adherence to values — of non-interference, building an equanimous world order 

and striving for peace — that allowed it to emerge as a leader of the non-aligned world.  

 India has come a long way since 1947 in finding its footing among the comity of nations, but 

there still needs a lot more distance to be travelled in fulfilling the promise that Pandit Nehru 

spoke of, on the eve of Independence.  

 India’s Independence generation was clear that freedom from British rule was meaningless 

without a constitutional order that governs a democratic system predicated on social justice, 

equality and unity in diversity as these were the promises that gained them the intellectual 

ballast and the support of the people to overcome colonialism. India’s progress in the 21st 

century would depend upon the re-ignition of these values. 

Law against any change of religion: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Himachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion ( Amendment ) Bill , 2022 , was passed in 

August 2022 .  
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 It forbids " mass conversion " and increases the maximum punishment to 10 years 

imprisonment in its 2019 law against any change of religion through force or allurement 

.  

 The bill seeks to amend sections 2,4,7 and 13 and insert section 8A in the 2019 Act . 

 

“Roshni”: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union Minister of State Science & Technology Dr Jitendra Singh has launched India's first 

saline water lantern " Roshni " . It uses the sea water as the electrolyte between specially 

designed electrodes to power the LED lamps . 

 This technology can also be used in hinterlands , where sea water is not available . NIOT ( 

National Institute of Ocean Technology ) team has invented the Roshini Lamp . 
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CCI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The Competition Commission of India ( CCI ) has given its approval for the acquisition 

of Holcim's stake in Ambuja Ltd and ACC Ltd by the Adani Group .  

 The proposed combination involves acquisition of 100 per cent stake in Holderind 

Investments Ltd by Endeavour Trade and Investment Ltd. 
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R K Tyagi: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 PowerGrid Corporation has announced that R K Tyagi has assumed charge as its director of 

operations . 

 Power Grid Corp is an Indian public sector undertaking engaged in transmission of 

bulk power across different states of India . It is headquartered in Gurgaon . 

 

Elephant Reserve: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 On the occasion of World Elephant Day , the centre announced the establishment of another 

elephant reserve at Agasthiyamalai .  

 This reserve will be the 32nd elephant reserve in the country and the fifth in Tamil 

Nadu . It will encompass reserve forests and patta lands in Tirunelveli , Kanyakumari and 

Tenkasi districts . 

 

 

Ramsar Convention: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 11 more mangrove forests in India have been recognized by the Ramsar Convention. The 

Union Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change has announced that the number 

of mangrove forests in India that have been included in the Ramsar Convention has increased 

to 75 to coincide with the country's 75th independence anniversary. 

 20 years ago in Tamil Nadu only Kodiakkarai was included in the Ramsar list. Tamil 

Nadu has the largest number of 14 mangrove forests in the country. Next to Tamil Nadu 

is Uttar Pradesh (10). 
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WHO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Health Organisation ( WHO ) has announced new names for variants of the 

Monkeypox virus . WHO has named the variants as- Clades I , lla and llb . It had 

declared a global health emergency over monkeypox in July 2022 .  

 Monkeypox is a rare disease caused by infection with the monkeypox virus . Its symptoms 

include fever , headache , swollen lymph nodes , exhaustion , etc. 
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IMD & Japanese Government & UNDP: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The India Meteorological Department ( IMD ) , the Japanese government , and the United 

Nations Development Programme ( UNDP ) have joined hands . They have unveiled a new 

project to expedite climate action in ten Indian states and union territories .  

 It will be implemented in Bihar , Delhi - NCR , Gujarat , Jharkhand , Madhya Pradesh , 

Maharashtra , Odisha , Sikkim , Uttarakhand , and Uttar Pradesh . 



    

www.transformiasacademy.com  
 
 

9 

August 14, 2022 TIA CURRENT AFFAIRS & ED 

EDEDEDedssededED 

  
  

  

 


