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Important Editorial Analysis: 

A forced union: 

 The Madras High Court has restored ‘dual leadership’ in the All India Anna Dravida 

Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) in an order that amounts to forcing the party’s recently 

elected ‘interim general secretary’, Edappadi K. Palaniswami, to work jointly with O. 

Panneerselvam, who was ‘expelled’ at a general council meeting on July 11.  

 On the face of it, the order of Justice G. Jayachandran, declaring the July 11 meeting void, 

because it was not convened by one authorised to do so, seems to be an impractical measure. 

The court has ordered restoration of status quo ante as on June 23, the day an earlier general 

council meeting was held without any decision on the leadership question. This pushes the 

party into a deadlock.  

 The order says categorically that there shall be no general council or executive committee 

meeting without the joint consent of the Coordinator (Mr. Panneerselvam) and the Joint 

Coordinator (Mr. Palaniswami). It also says there will be no impediment in their convening a 

general council meeting jointly and deciding on its affairs, including the issue of restoring 

‘single leadership’. Such a scenario does not look likely as Mr. Panneerselvam may not allow 

the issue to be taken up.  

 The outcome is a setback to Mr. Palaniswami, who may have thought he has taken full 

control with the support of an overwhelming majority among general council members. It is a 

major boost for Mr. Panneerselvam as he gets back his shared leadership after he was 

unseated and expelled. The court’s order is based on three grounds: that the July 11 meeting 

could not have been called by the acting presidium chairman, when the party rules say only 

the two coordinators can do so; that it was done without giving 15 days’ advance notice, and 

the claim that the post of coordinators had lapsed after June 23 was without any basis. 

However, a moot question is whether a party can be run with two leaders who have fallen out 

and hold a de facto veto power over each other’s decisions.  

 At one point, the court seems to question the general council’s power to make decisions based 

on majority when it asks how a party with 1.50 crore members can suddenly seek a change in 

dispensation with just 2,500 general council members; and says whether these 2,500 people 

truly reflect the views of all primary members is something to be examined.  

 The implications of this observation are not wholly clear, but it may be used to stall or reject 

any decision made in this forum. As the litigation deepens the AIADMK’s internal crisis, Mr. 

Palaniswami has filed an appeal in the High Court. A question that arises is whether warring 

factions, especially when one of them is clearly dominant, can be yoked together by judicial 

diktat. 

Too good to be true: 

 The announcement on social media by Urban Development Minister Hardeep Puri, of the 

Modi government’s decision to house about 1,100 Rohingya migrants now living in makeshift 

slums, in flats with amenities instead, proved “too good to be true”. Within hours, Mr. Puri 
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was countered by the Home Minister’s Office, which denied any such intention, instead 

terming them “illegal foreigners”.  

 It said the plan was to keep them sequestered in their present homes, which would be 

designated as detention centres while the Government continued efforts to deport them to 

Myanmar.  

 The announcement itself was puzzling. Mr. Puri is a senior Minister and an experienced 

diplomat, and his statement was unequivocal. Not only did he say that the plan was to move 

the migrants from squalor to apartments built for the Economically Weaker Sections on the 

outskirts of Delhi, but that they would also be provided facilities and protection by the Delhi 

police — proof of how India had always welcomed refugees.  

 The details Mr. Puri shared, as well as documents from 2021, showed that the Government 

had indeed been considering moving the Rohingya, who live on land donated by an Islamic 

charity, after their previous homes were burnt down.  

 There has been some suggestion that the ruling party faced backlash from its supporters, 

including a stern press statement from the Vishva Hindu Parishad, and it would be 

unfortunate if that was the principle behind what appears to be a reversal of policy. In broader 

terms, the Rohingya housing issue seems to be an example of the clash between the Modi 

government’s foreign policy commitments and its domestic politics.  

 Although, as Mr. Puri tweeted, India has “respected and followed” the 1951 UN convention 

of refugees — it is not a signatory — Mr. Modi’s colleagues such as Home Minister Amit 

Shah have frequently disregarded the conventions: referring to migrants as “termites”, stating 

in Parliament that India would “never accept” the Rohingya, and even violating the UN 

principle of non-refoulment by deporting a Rohingya woman to Myanmar this year.  

 The treatment of the Rohingya, who fled to India in 2012 and 2017 after state-sponsored 

ethnic cleansing, has also been far from the Government’s much-touted slogan of “ 

vasudhaiva kutumbakam”.  

 The Rohingya have been driven out of homes in Rajasthan and Haryana, stigmatised by local 

authorities and intelligence agencies who accuse them of criminal and even terrorist intent. 

New Delhi has also failed thus far to play its role as a “Regional leader” in convincing 

Myanmar to provide its citizen’s homes and assurances of safety, or in brokering dialogue 

between Dhaka and Naypyidaw to ensure their return; about a million Rohingya live in 

Bangladesh, and an estimated 40,000 in India (Pakistan and Saudi Arabia house about 

7,00,000 between them). In the absence of long-term measures to resolve the issue, the 

Government could at least, as Mr. Puri suggested, provide the hapless community with better 

living conditions, until their future is secured. 

 

Armed Forces Tribunal ( Principal Bench ) Bar 

Association: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 
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 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will inaugurate a National Seminar on ' Introspection : 

Armed Forces Tribunal ' on 20 August 2022 . It is being organised by the Armed Forces 

Tribunal ( Principal Bench ) Bar Association in New Delhi .  

 It is being conducted as a part of Raising Day celebrations of the Armed Forces 

Tribunal . It aims at resolving the problems and difficulties faced by the litigant . 

 

RBI article: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 An RBI article has revealed Rajasthan has accounted for the highest share in the total 

cost of projects sanctioned by banks and financial institutions in Fiscal year 2022 . The 

state has retained the top position for two consecutive years . 

 Uttar Pradesh stood at the second position followed by Gujarat . The article is titled ' Private 

Corporate Investment : Growth in 2021-22 and Outlook for 2022-23'. 
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Shiprocket: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Shiprocket became India's 106th unicorn after raising $ 33.5 million in a funding round 

co - led by Temasek and Lightrock India . Shiprocket was valued at around $ 1.2 billion 

with the fresh round of funding .  

 The term unicorn refers to a privately held startup company with a value of over $ 1 billion . 

Recently in May , Neobank startup , OPEN became the 100th unicorn in India . 
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' Har Ghar Jal ' certified State: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 ' Goa ' and ' Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu ' have become respectively the first ' 

Har Ghar Jal ' certified State and UT in the country . In this State and UT , people from all 

the villages now have access to safe drinking water through tap connection . 

 Jal Jeevan Mission ' , launched in August 2019 , aims to provide potable tap water supply to 

every rural household of the country by 2024 . 
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HAL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Hindustan Aeronautics Limited ( HAL ) on 18 August 2022 signed an MoU for opening 

its first international marketing & sales office in Kuala Lumpur , Malaysia . This office 

in Malaysia will help HAL in tapping the new business opportunities for Fighter Lead in 

Trainer ( FLIT ) LCA .  

 It will also help HAL expand its services in South East Asia . HAL Headquarters : Bangalore. 

Chairman : R Madhavan. 
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Electric Double Decker bus: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Highways and Road Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari on 18 August 2022 unveiled India's 

first Electric Double Decker bus in Mumbai . Switch Mobility Ltd , a subsidiary of Ashok 

Leyland , has manufactured this unique electric double - decker bus called ' Switch EiV 

22.   

 The Switch electric double - decker can carry nearly twice the number of seated passengers 

compared to a single - decker bus . 
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India – Philippines: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The 4th India - Philippines Strategic Dialogue was held in Manila on 18 August 2022 . In 

this both the countries discussed Defence and Security Cooperation & also exchanged 

views on Association of Southeast Asian Nations ( ASEAN ) -related matters . 

 In February 2022 , External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar had visited the Philippines with the 

aim to strengthen bilateral ties . 
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Manisha Kalyan: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Manisha Kalyan has become the first Indian footballer to play at the UEFA Women's 

Champions League . She made her debut for Apollon Ladies FC in the European Club 

competition in Engomi , Cyprus .  

 She was awarded the AIFF Women's Footballer of the Year for the 2021-22 season . Kalyan 

had produced impressive performances for the national team and Gokulam Kerala in the 

Indian Women's League ( IWL ) . 
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