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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Fight for Survival: 

 The delicate but peaceful transition of power in Somalia earlier this year after the delayed but 

successful completion of the legislative and presidential elections had raised hopes that the 

conflict-stricken country in the Horn of Africa was finally moving towards some political 

stability.  

 But Friday’s siege of an upscale hotel in the capital Mogadishu — at least 20 people were 

killed — is a grave reminder of the security challenges the country is facing despite the 

promises made by the new administration of President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud to 

ideologically, financially, and militarily defeat violent extremists.  

 

 Armed militants stormed the hotel and took several civilians hostage before security 

personnel ended the siege about 30 hours later, as claimed by al-Shabab. This al-Qaeda-

affiliated terror outfit, which controls much of southern and central parts of Somalia, has 

repeatedly targeted civilians and security personnel in government-controlled territories. In 

recent years, despite international counter-terror measures, al-Shabab has grown in strength, 

cashing in on the humanitarian crisis in Somalia and the security crises in neighbouring 

countries.  
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 According to a 2020 report, it collects more revenue than the government, has built one of the 

strongest terrorist machineries in the continent, and is now seeking to expand its influence 

across the Horn of Africa. Somalia has long been called a failed or fragile state. It has also 

seen one of the biggest failures of international counter-terror operations.  

 Civil conflicts in Somalia can be traced back to the dictatorship of General Siad Barre. As 

Barre’s regime collapsed in 1991, the country fell into chaos and civil war, with different 

clan-based armed groups fighting one another.  

 Since then, Somalia has seen several attempts to form a stable state and regional and 

international interventions to establish security, but none has proved successful. Al-Shabab 

emerged from this chaos and went on to become what it is today. Part of the problem is that 

the government’s writ does not run in regions beyond the capital.  

 The country is also witnessing a massive humanitarian crisis amid a severe drought. As state 

institutions remain fragile and dependent on the mercy of international donors, it is easy for 

the militants to retain their territorial fiefs. There are no magic bullets for Somalia’s woes. But 

to begin with, the federal government in Mogadishu and its regional and international backers 

should have a comprehensive security and crisis-response approach. 

 The government’s focus should be on providing essential services, goods and relief to the 

people while at the same time establishing an effective and affordable security architecture 

through a broad-based political consensus.  

 Both state-building and counter-terror operations should be carried out side-by-side and the 

international community should generously back Somalia in its fight for survival. 

 

Seed distribution to farmers: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Jharkhand government , in collaboration with the tech company SettleMint , has launched 

seed distribution to farmers based on blockchain technology .  

 With this Jharkhand has become the first state in the country to implement blockchain 

technology in the agricultural sector .  

 Objective : to enable the distribution of seeds and other schemes in a transparent 

manner . Jharkhand CM : Hemant Soren. 
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National Skill Development Corporation and Seva 

Bharti & Yuva Vikas Society: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 National Skill Development Corporation in partnership with Seva Bharti & Yuva Vikas 

Society on 20 August 2022 launched the 2nd phase of the ' Grameen Udyami Project ' in 

Ranchi , Jharkhand .  

 Aim : To augment skill training in tribal communities for their inclusive and sustainable 

growth .  

 The project is being implemented in Maharashtra , Rajasthan , Chhattisgarh , Madhya Pradesh 

, Jharkhand , & Gujarat . 
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Shaheed Bhagat Singh: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The Punjab and Haryana governments have agreed to name the Chandigarh International 

Airport after Shaheed Bhagat Singh .  

 The decision was taken during a meeting between Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann & Haryana 

deputy CM Dushyant Chautala .  

 The Rs 485 - crore airport project is a joint venture of the Airports Authority of India ( 

AAI ) , the governments of Punjab and Haryana . 
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Monkeypox: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India has launched the first indigenously - developed RT - PCR kit for testing 

monkeypox disease .  

 It has been developed by Transasia Bio - Medicals & was unveiled by Principal Scientific 

Adviser to the Central govt , Ajay Kumar Sood .  

 The kit would help in early detection and better management of the monkeypox disease .  

India so far has reported ten cases of monkeypox . 
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Elementary education for a period of 10 months: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma has launched the ' Vidya Rath -School on Wheels ' 

project . This project aims at providing economically challenged underprivileged 

children access to elementary education for a period of 10 months .  

 After 10 months they will be integrated into the conventional education system . Students will 

be provided free mid - day meals , uniforms & textbooks under the project . 
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Seven stolen artefacts: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Museums in the Scottish city of Glasgow on 19 August 2022 signed an agreement with the 

Indian government to repatriate seven stolen artefacts to India .  

 This is Scotland's " largest - ever " repatriation of objects from a single collection . 

 The seven antiquities include a 14th century ceremonial Indo - Persian sword , and an 11th 

century carved stone door jamb taken from a temple in Kanpur. 
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CPRI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Central Power Research Institute ( CPRI ) has signed an MoU with the 

Chhattisgarh government for setting up a regional testing laboratory in Raipur district .  

 As per the agreement , this lab will have test facilities for transformers , energy meters , 

transformer oil & other electricity - related equipment .  

 Founded : 1960. CPRI is an autonomous body under the Power Ministry . Headquarters : 

Bangalore. 
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International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to 

the Victims of Terrorism: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism was 

established by the United Nations General Assembly in 2017.  

 It designated 21 August as the International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the Victims 

of Terrorism in order to honor the victims and survivors of terrorism. 

 


