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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Clean and Clear: 

 A whistle-blower’s disclosure that the Indian Government forced Twitter to hire its agent, 

who then got access to the platform’s user data, should alarm anyone even remotely interested 

in the health of democracy in the country.  

 At the very least, it requires an official response from the Government as also from Twitter, 

arguably the most influential social media network of these times. Instead, there now is 

silence.  

 But perhaps this is hardly surprising, given how such matters have played themselves out in 

recent years. The disclosure was made to U.S. government agencies and congressional 

committees last month but came to light when CNN and The Washington Post reported about 

it last week. 

 The whistle-blower is Peiter ‘Mudge’ Zatko, a cybersecurity expert brought in to help a Jack 

Dorsey-run Twitter in November 2020 to confront challenges related to security and privacy. 

He was fired by Mr. Dorsey’s successor Parag Agrawal early this year.  

 In his short stint there, he found that Twitter had a long way to go to address security 

vulnerabilities — the disclosure says, “he uncovered extreme, egregious deficiencies by 

Twitter”. But, according to Mr. Zatko’s disclosure, Twitter conveyed a very different message 

to the outside world, and thus ended up deceiving everyone from users to investors, and from 

the Federal Trade Commission to Elon Musk (who not long ago seemed to want to buy the 

social media network).  
 The Indian angle may be a side-story in all this but, worryingly for the world’s largest 

democracy, comes under the ambit of what Mr. Zatko considers “multiple episodes 

suggesting that Twitter had been penetrated by foreign intelligence agencies and/or was 

complicit in threats to democratic governance”.  

 To be fair, there are unanswered questions about this part of his disclosure, whose most 

important line is the following: “The Indian government forced Twitter to hire specific 

individual(s) who were government agents, who (because of Twitter’s basic architectural 

flaws) would have access to vast amounts of Twitter sensitive data”.  

 It is not clear, for instance, whether the agent he is referring to is the grievance officer that 

social media networks operating in India are required to recruit, as per the new laws framed 

last year. Also, it may seem that the access to sensitive data that this agent has is a product of 

Twitter’s own flaws and not anything else.  

 That is why a clarification is important. In recent years, the Government has come across as 

being too eager to block its critics on social platforms. That, on top of unfettered access to 

sensitive user data, as is being alleged in the disclosure, can kill free speech. It is now time for 

the Government to assure everyone that it is indeed batting for the individual’s rights of free 

speech and privacy. 

Sops for votes: 
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 After considering the formation of an expert body to examine the issues relating to political 

parties promising free goods to voters in their election manifestoes, the Supreme Court has 

stayed its hand and referred the issue to a three-judge Bench.  

 Also referred for deeper consideration is the correctness of an earlier judgment in S. 

Subramaniam Balaji vs Tamil Nadu (2013), which ruled that making promises in a manifesto 

would not amount to a corrupt practice.  

 The proceedings before a Bench, headed by the now retired Chief Justice of India N.V. 

Ramana, last week, offered crucial perspectives on the political economy of welfarism, 

socialism and pre-election promises of ‘freebies’.  

 Over the few hearings, the Bench moved from vague references to ‘freebies’ to making 

rational distinctions between welfare schemes and socio-economic concessions on the one 

hand, and poll-time announcements of material goods and items as incentives to vote. 

 This clarity itself was lacking in the initial stages, as omnibus references to ‘freebies’ and 

raillery against political parties for their approach to welfare dominated the discourse. Those 

who have approached the Court against irrational promises found support from the Union 

government.  

 Following Prime Minister Narendra Modi making public comments disapproving of the 

‘freebie’ culture, the Government’s stand is no surprise. However, the Government was 

reluctant to examine the issue through discussions among political parties and favoured a 

judicially appointed panel.  

 But, such a panel may not achieve much. Most parties oppose any fetters on their right to 

appeal to voters through means of their choice and, if elected, use their mandate to distribute 

finances and resources as they deem fit, subject to law and legislative approval.  

 Therefore, it is no surprise that the Bench has included in its reference, questions on the scope 

of judicial intervention in the matter and whether any enforceable order can be passed. The 

two-judge Bench judgment in 2013 had examined the issue in the backdrop of the DMK 

coming to power in 2006 on a promise to distribute television sets to the poor and 

implementing it.  

 It ruled that the Directive Principles of State Policy allow such schemes and that spending of 

public funds on them could not be questioned if it was based on appropriations passed by the 

legislature.  

 It also concluded that poll promises by a party could not be termed a ‘corrupt practice’. That 

Bench had also rejected the argument that giving benefits to everyone, that is, the poor and 

the well-off, would violate the equality norm in Article 14.  

 When it came to state largesse, it said, the rule against treating unequals as equals would not 

be applicable. Does this amount to implying that the Directive Principles can override 

fundamental rights, as the petitioners have argued? This too awaits examination. 

ICICI Bank & NPCI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 ICICI Bank has announced its partnership with National Payments Corporation of India ( 

NPCI ). It will launch a range of credit cards on RuPay , the indigenous payments network.  
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 To begin with , the ICICI Bank RuPay Credit Card is available in the Coral variant of 

the Bank's Gemstone series , which will be followed by Rubyx and Sapphiro variants 

soon. 

 

Rajiv Gandhi Rural Olympic Games: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 In Rajasthan , Rajiv Gandhi Rural Olympic Games started in more than 11,000 

panchayats on 29 August 2022. Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot inaugurated the games at 

the state - level function organised in Jodhpur.  

 About 2,25,000 teams are participating in these games .Under the rural olympics , 6 sports - 

kabaddi , shooting ball , volleyball , hockey , kho - kho and tennis ball cricket will be played. 
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Coastal Clean - Up campaign: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union Minister for Earth Sciences , Dr. Jitendra Singh on 28 August 2022 unveiled a 

dedicated website " www.swachhsagar.org " to give further boost to the ongoing Coastal 

Clean - Up campaign.  

 The Minister also informed that more than 200 ton of garbage have been removed from the 

sea coasts during the first 20 days of the ongoing campaign. The campaign was launched on 

5th of July , 2022. 
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IRDAI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 IRDAI has eased the registration process of new companies by substantially reducing the time 

taken to process new applications from 6-8 months to 2. The regulator has created a 

facilitation cell consisting of 2 officers for handholding the new applicants.  

 IRDAI is a statutory body formed under Insurance Regulatory and Development 

Authority Act , 1999. Chairman : Debasish Panda , HQ : Hyderabad. 

 

Twin Towers: 



    

www.transformiasacademy.com  
 
 

6 

August 31, 2022 TIA CURRENT AFFAIRS & ED 

EDEDEDedssededED 

  
  

  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Supertech Twin Towers named Apex and Ceyanewere brought down as per the order of the 

Supreme Court of India.  

 3700 KG Explosive has been used , in effect , 80,000 Kg debris has been created.EDIFICE 

and JET , these companies are responsible for the Demolition Process.  

 These towers were declared illegal according to NBR 2006 and 2010 . Investors got their 

refund with a 12.5 % interest rate. 

 

National Sports Day : 29 August: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India celebrates National Sports Day on 29th August to commemorate the birth anniversary of 

hockey legend , Major Dhyan Chand.  

 The day was designated as India's National Sports Day in 2012. The President of India 

gives away sports - related awards such as Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award & 

Dronacharya Award on this day. 
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AIM & NITI Aayog: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Atal Innovation Mission ( AIM ) & NITI Aayog will establish more than 500 Atal Tinkering 

Labs ( ATLs ) in Jammu and Kashmir to nurture an innovative mindset among high school 

students. 

 The objectives of the AIM are to create & promote an ecosystem of innovation and 

entrepreneurship across the country. The programmes of AIM cover 34 states & Union 

Territories. 
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PNB Bank: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Punjab National Bank has put up for sale its NPA account Apollo Distilleries & 

Breweries with loan outstanding of Rs 44 crore due against the company.  

 The bank invited asset reconstruction companies ( ARCs ) to put their bids for transferring the 

loan account of Apollo Distilleries & Breweries.  

 Apollo Distilleries and Breweries is a subsidiary of Empee Distilleries Ltd ( EDL ) in Tamil 

Nadu. 

 

Hydrogen powered train: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Germany inaugurated the world's first hydrogen - powered train , Coradia iLint , on 24 

August 2022. A total of 14 hydrogen power trains will operate on a regional route in 

Germany.  

 Manufactured by Alstom , these trains will only emit steam and condensed water while 

operating with a low level of noise. These trains can travel at a maximum speed of 140 kmph. 
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Exercise Vajra Prahar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The 13th edition of the 21 - day India- USA Joint Exercise Vajra Prahar culminated at 

Bakloh in Himachal Pradesh on 28 August 2022.The exercise was conducted in two 

phases , combat conditioning & validation of training.  

 This annual exercise is hosted alternatively between India and the United States. The 12th 

edition was conducted at Joint Base Lewis Mc Chord , Washington ( US ) in October 2021. 
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FIFA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 FIFA has lifted the ban imposed on the All India Football Federation ( AIFF ) after the 

Supreme Court terminated the mandate of the Committee of Administrators. 

 This decision has cleared the decks for India to host the Women's U - 17 World Cup 

scheduled to take place on 11-30 October 2022.  

 FIFA had suspended the All India Football Federation on August 15 due to third - party 

interference. 
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