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Important Editorial Analysis: 

5G Spectrum Sale: 

 India’s latest auction of telecommunications spectrum, including of bands ideally suited for 

offering fifth generation (5G) technology services, drew bids exceeding a record ₹1.5 lakh 

crore in a clear sign that the industry is on the path to recovery.  

 As expected, Reliance Jio emerged as the top bidder, cornering 48% of the airwaves that were 

acquired by offering more than ₹88,000 crore in total. Bharti Airtel bid just under half that 

amount for 39% of the spectrum sold, while the most debt-laden Vodafone Idea came in a 

distant third by committing close to ₹19,000 crore for about 12% spectrum. 

  And in an interesting development that will need close watching, the deep-pocketed, and 

aggressively expanding Adani Group made its first foray into the telecom space by 

successfully bidding for a very small but targeted quantum of spectrum — ostensibly for 

captive use — in the highly sought after 26 GHz band that is considered ideal for 5G services.  

 While the Government has netted just over a third of the ₹4.3 lakh crore reserve price it had 

set for the spectrum on offer, the fact that 71% of the airwaves on the block won bids is 

testament to the improvement in the industry’s health.  

 The Centre’s move last year to ease regulatory norms around payment of dues, including a 

four-year moratorium on outstanding payments and the redefinition of adjusted gross 

revenues to prospectively exclude non-telecom earnings, allowed service providers a breather 

and helped them attract investor interest as also spread liabilities over a staggered period.  
 Separately, industrywide increases in tariffs also helped lift average revenue per user at the 

telecom service providers, boosting margins. The Government’s policy decision to return 

bank guarantees to telcos must have helped improve their eligibility for debt – crucial for 

capital expenditure.  

 And with spectrum usage charges also binned, the enhanced flexibility likely allowed 

enthusiastic participation from all three private players, a far cry from when the very survival 

of Vodafone Idea was in doubt. However, the auction also offers crucial lessons. The high 

reserve price likely dampened enthusiasm for certain spectrum bands.  

 While the 3.3 GHz and 26 GHz were snapped up at the reserve price in several service areas, 

the 600 MHz was left untouched, and 60% of the 700 MHz spectrum remained unsold. The 

latter is ideal for rural connectivity as well as signal penetration inside buildings in urban 

areas.  

 If spectrum is seen as a precious national resource, the Government would do well to not let it 

lie unused and instead price it in an optimal manner so as to ensure that both the exchequer 

and the public at large, including in remote rural corners, benefit. 

Freebies: 

 A general concern over ‘freebies’ pushing the economy to ruin or unviable pre-election 

promises adversely affecting informed decision-making by voters seems reasonable. 

However, few will disagree that what constitutes ‘freebies’ and what are legitimate welfare 
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measures to protect the vulnerable sections are essentially political questions for which a 

court of law may have no answer.  

 In this backdrop, the Supreme Court’s decision to form a body of stakeholders to examine the 

issue raises the question whether the legislature can be bypassed on such a far-reaching 

exercise.  

 The Chief Justice of India, N.V. Ramana, heading a Bench hearing a petition filed in public 

interest against the distribution or promise of ‘freebies’ ahead of elections, has made it clear 

that the Court is not going to issue guidelines, but only ensure that suggestions are taken from 

stakeholders such as the NITI Aayog, Finance Commission, Law Commission, RBI and 

political parties.  

 All these institutions, he has said, can submit a report to the Election Commission of India 

(ECI) and Government. A suggestion that Parliament could discuss this issue was met with 

scepticism by the Bench, which felt that no party would want a debate on this, as all of them 

support such sops.  

 The Bench also disfavoured the ECI preparing a ‘model manifesto’ as it would be an empty 

formality. The Court’s concern over populist measures seems to resonate with the 

Government too, as the Solicitor-General submitted that these distorted the voter’s informed 

decision-making; and that unregulated populism may lead to an economic disaster.  
 The Supreme Court, in S. Subramaniam Balaji vs Government of Tamil Nadu (2013) 

addressed these questions and took the position that these concerned law and policy. Further, 

it upheld the distribution of television sets or consumer goods on the ground that schemes 

targeted at women, farmers and the poorer sections were in furtherance of Directive 

Principles; and as long as public funds were spent based on appropriations cleared by the 

legislature, they could neither be declared illegal, nor the promise of such items be termed a 

‘corrupt practice’. 

 It had, however, directed the ECI to frame guidelines to regulate the content of manifestos. 

The ECI subsequently included in its Model Code of Conduct a stipulation that parties should 

avoid promises “that vitiate the purity of the election process or exert undue influence on the 

voters”.  

 It added that only promises which were possible to be fulfilled should be made and that 

manifestos should contain the rationale for a promised welfare measure and indicate the 

means of funding it.  

 Any further step, such as distinguishing welfare measures from populist sops and pre-election 

inducements, or adding to the obligations of fiscal responsibility and fiscal prudence ought to 

come from the legislature. That politicians invariably back ‘freebies’ should be no reason to 

bypass Parliament. 

 

IIT Kanpur & NPCI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 
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 IIT Kanpur and National Payments Corporation of India ( NPCI ) has signed an MoU .It has 

been signed for sharing knowledge on innovative ideas and to collaborate on the development 

of indigenous digital payments solutions .  

 The collaboration will help in the augmentation of cybersecurity controls for NPCI and 

its subsidiaries ' products and services . 

 

Repo Rate: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The monetary policy committee of Reserve Bank of India ( RBI ) has decided to increase repo 

rate , the main lending rates to banks , by 50 basis points to 5.4 % with immediate effect .  

 The Standing Deposit Facility rate and the Marginal Standing Facility Rate were 

accordingly adjusted higher by the same quantum to 5.15 % and 5.65 % , respectively . 

RBI retained GDP growth forecast at 7.2 % . 
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LinkedIn & K-DISC& ICTAK: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 LinkedIn has signed an MoU with the Kerala Development and Innovation Strategic Council 

( K - DISC ) and the ICT Academy of Kerala ( ICTAK ) .  

 It has been signed as part of the Connect Career to Campus ( CCC ) campaign under 

the Kerala Knowledge Economy Mission ( KKEM ) initiative .  

 K - DISC is a strategic think - tank and advisory body constituted by the Government of 

Kerala . 

 

 

49th Chief Justice of India: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Justice Uday U Lalit is set to take over as the 49th Chief Justice of India ( CJI ) on 

August 27 , 2022 with the incumbent , NV Ramana recommending the former as his 

successor .Lalit will have a short tenure of fewer than three months . 
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First independent maritime reconnaissance and 

surveillance mission: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 In a rare feat , five women officers of the Indian Navy carried out the first independent 

maritime reconnaissance and surveillance mission in the North Arabian Sea onboard a 

Dornier aircraft , in August .  

 The aircraft was captained by Mission Commander , Lt Commander Aanchal Sharma . 

The INAS 314 is a frontline naval air squadron based at Porbandar , Gujarat . 
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India and Mauritius: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India and Mauritius held the 1st session of India - Mauritius High - Powered Joint Trade 

Committee on 1-3 August 2022 in New Delhi .  

 The High - Powered Joint Trade Committee had been constituted as per the mandate of the 

India - Mauritius Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Partnership agreement ( 

CECPA ) .  

 CECPA is the first trade agreement signed by India with a country in Africa . 

 

DRDO & Indian Army: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The indigenously developed Laser - Guided Anti - Tank Guided Missiles ( ATGM ) were 

successfully test - fired from Main Battle Tank MBT Arjun by DRDO and Indian Army 

on 4 August 2022 .  

 It was tested at KK Ranges with support of Armoured Corps Centre and School , Maharashtra 

. It employs a tandem High Explosive Anti - Tank HEAT warhead to defeat Explosive 

Reactive Armour ERA protected armoured vehicles . 
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IIT Roorkee & DRDO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 With the aim to develop defence technology and produce indigenous defence equipment , 

DRDO has collaborated with IIT Roorkee .  

 IIT Roorkee in collaboration with the Defence Electronics Application Laboratory ( 

DEAL ) of DRDO has developed indigenous radio frequency power amplifiers to meet 

the futuristic requirements of programmable radios . 
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Adani Enterprises: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Adani Enterprises , the business incubation arm of the Adani Group , has signed an 

MoU with the Israel Innovation Authority for cooperation in technological innovations . 

The deal includes creation of a ' cutting - edge innovation platform '.   

 It will allow Adani arms to access tech solutions provided by Israeli start - ups whereby 

selected innovation projects will be supported by the partnership . 

 

NHA & QCI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 
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 The National Health Authority ( NHA ) has onboarded the Quality Council of India ( QCI ) 

for six months .  

 It has been done so to accredit and rate HMIS ( Health Management Information 

System ) / LMIS ( Laboratory Information Management System ) solutions that have 

integrated with Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission ( ABDM ) . 

 

Adani Ports and SEZ and AD Ports Group: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Adani Ports and SEZ and AD Ports Group have signed an MoU for strategic joint investments 

in end - to - end logistics infrastructure and solutions .  

 These include rail , maritime services , port operations , digital services , an industrial 

zone , and the establishment of maritime academies in Tanzania . Adani Ports is the 

country's largest integrated ports and logistics company . 
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Natural Gas: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Government has set a target of increasing Natural Gas in the primary energy mix by 15 % 

by 2030 . At present , the use of Natural Gas is only 6.3 % .  

 To increase the Natural Gas usage , initiatives like the expansion of National Gas Grid to 

33,500 km , setting up of Liquefied Natural Gas terminals and allocation of domestic gas 

to CNG for transport and PNG for domestic purposes are taken . 

 

South Korea: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 South Korea has launched a lunar orbiter . South Korea's $ 180 million mission - the country's 

first step in lunar exploration - features a boxy , solar - powered satellite designed to skim just 

62 miles ( 100 kilometers ) above the lunar surface .  

 If successful , it will join spacecraft from the U.S. and India already operating around 

the moon , and a Chinese rover exploring the moon's far side . 
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BoE: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Bank of England ( BoE ) raised the U.K's bank rate by half a percentage point to 1.75 % 

, marking the biggest interest rate increase since 1995 .The U.K. economy is projected to 

go into recession from the fourth quarter of 2022 , the BoE warned . 

 This is due to near doubling of wholesale gas prices since May , owing to Russia's restriction 

of gas supplies to Europe and the risk of further curbs . 

 


