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The McMahon line : A century of discord: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 A book titled " The McMahon line : A century of discord " , was released on 12 July 2022 .It 

has been authored by former Governor of Arunachal Pradesh and former Chief of Army Staff 

General JJ Singh ( Retd ) .  

 The book is based on the former Army chief's experiences and research on the India - 

China border dispute . A short film related to the McMahon line was also screened . 

 

 

Bajaj Healthcare:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 For the first time the central government allowed a private company , Bajaj Healthcare , to 

process opium to extract alkaloids used to make pain - killers , cough syrups , and even 

cancer drugs .  

 The Central Bureau of Narcotics ( CBN ) , Gwalior , licenses farmers to cultivate opium 

poppy ; supervises and controls the cultivation ; and procures the opium produced by the 

licenced cultivators . 
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AB + blood group with EMM ' negative ' frequency: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 A man in Gujarat , who passed away during the course of treatment , has been identified with 

a unique blood group .It is said to be the first in the country and 10th in the world .  

 It took a year for the researchers to come to the conclusion that the blood group was AB + 

blood group with EMM ' negative ' frequency . O , A , B and AB are the common blood 

groups found in human bodies . 
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' APSI Sushruta Film Festival ':  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Burn and Plastic Surgery Department of AIIMS , Delhi in collaboration with 

Association of Plastic Surgeons of India ( APSI ) , will organize ' APSI Sushruta Film 

Festival ' ( ASFF 2022 ) .It will be organized to observe 12th National Plastic Surgery Day on 

15 July 2022 .  

 This film festival is on the theme of Changing lives with Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery . 

 

Coca - Cola India:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 
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 Raymond appointed Atul Singh , former head of Coca - Cola India , as Executive Vice 

Chairman . This is a significant step for creating a future ready organisation that has since 

inception been run by the founders - the Singhania family .  

 The textile , apparel , retail and real estate conglomerate is going to mark its centenary 

year in 2025 . Chairman & M D of Raymond : Gautam Hari Singhania. 

 

GDP:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Nomura has sharply lowered India's gross domestic product ( GDP ) growth forecast for 

2023 to 4.7 % from 5.4 % estimated earlier on the back of the global economic 

slowdown , elevated inflation and rising interest rates .  

 However , it maintained its growth projection for 2022 at 7.2 % . As a result , Nomura now 

expects headline inflation in India to average 6.9 % in 2022 , and 5.9 % in 2023 . 
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Detect Technologies & Vedanta:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Vedanta has teamed up with Detect Technologies , an IIT Madras - incubated startup .It will 

implement safety incident detection by deploying T - Pulse HSSE Monitoring System , 

based on artificial intelligence ( AI ) , across all its business units . 

 T - Pulse offers centralised and scalable technology stack designed for plug - and - play 

deployment . 

 

Quantum Mutual Fund ( MF ): 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 
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 Quantum Mutual Fund ( MF ) has launched Quantum Nifty 50 ETF Fund of Fund . It is an 

open - ended fund of fund scheme investing in units of Quantum Nifty 50 ETF .  

 It is India's first of its kind Nifty 50 ETF Fund of Fund ( FoF ) . The New Fund Offer ( 

NFO ) will open on July 18 , 2022 and close on August 1 , 2022 . 

 

Department of Consumer Affairs: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Department of Consumer Affairs has set up a committee to develop a comprehensive 

framework on the right to repair .The aim of the framework is to empower consumers and 

product buyers in the local market and harmonize trade .  

 Its aim is also to emphasize developing sustainable consumption of products and 

reduction in e - waste . 

 

Pope Francis:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 
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 Pope Francis has named three women , two nuns and a laywoman , to a previously all - male 

committee that advises him in selecting the world's bishop's .  

 The three women are sister Raffaella Petrini , currently the deputy governor of the 

Vatican City , French nun Yvonne Reungoat and laywoman Maria Lia Zervino , head of 

the association of women's catholic organisations UMOFC . 

 

Sourav Ganguly:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 BCCI President Sourav Ganguly as the former India captain was felicitated by the British 

Parliament on 13 July 2022 .  

 He was felicitated on the same date July 13 when he led India to Natwest final win in 2002 

and exactly 20 years later on the same day he was honoured in the same city . He was elected 

as the President of BCCI in 2019 . 
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Editorial Analysis: 

AIADMK: 

 Marching towards its golden jubilee, the AIADMK has dumped its five-year experiment with 

dual leadership and expelled O. Panneerselvam, one of its charioteers. Edappadi K. 

Palaniswami, a former accidental Chief Minister with a strong political survival instinct, will 

now steer the party as its interim general secretary.  

 In 2017, when a three-way split threatened his fledgling government, he prudently accepted a 

BJP-facilitated arrangement in which he and Mr. Panneerselvam would share equal 

organisational powers.  

 Sensing such shared leadership requiring disproportionate compromises had outlived its 

purpose, Mr. Palaniswami plotted its dismantling. Having earned the trust of legislators 

during his regime through a “decentralisation of resources”, he adopted the same strategy to 

fortify his party base.  

 

 Steadfastly opposing attempts by Jayalalithaa’s friend V.K. Sasikala to regain control of the 

AIADMK; maintaining social distance with the ruling DMK; and not ceding much ground to 

the BJP during seat-sharing negotiations, worked to his advantage.  

 In contrast, Mr. Panneerselvam came across as someone reluctant to fund party colleagues; 

deliberately maintaining ambiguity on Ms. Sasikala’s position; overtly inclined to do the 

BJP’s bidding, and extending cordiality to DMK leaders. Many prominent leaders, who stood 

by him during his ‘ Dharma Yudham’ against Ms. Sasikala, feeling alienated, switched 

camps.  

 Yet, the transition to unitary leadership has not been smooth in a party acclimatised to being 

herded by supremos since its founding in October 1972. A miserably outnumbered Mr. 

Panneerselvam made a futile bid to retain status quo in the party, through courts, overriding 

the majority will of the general council and earning a judicial reprimand.  

 Coinciding with Mr. Palaniswami’s coronation, he forcibly entered the party headquarters 

amid violent clashes, leading to sealing of the premises. He has approached the Election 

Commission of India to nullify the general council’s decisions. Apart from surmounting these 

legal challenges in time to face the 2024 Lok Sabha election, the party’s incumbent custodian 
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has to do the balancing act in dealing with strong sub-regional satraps from the Gounder, 

Mukkulathor and Vanniyar communities.  

 Getting elected within four months as general secretary by primary members with a broader 

segment of district secretaries endorsing his nomination, as per the amended bylaw, could 

help in Mr. Palaniswami’s quest for supremacy.  

 Left with fewer supporters of consequence, Mr. Panneerselvam’s best known credentials 

remain that of a dutiful loyalist of Jayalalithaa. Mr. Panneerselvam might try to seek political 

legitimacy through the legal route.  

 But other than hampering the functioning of the AIADMK for a few more months, he might 

achieve little. Any long-term disruption in the party, which has ruled for a record 31 years, 

may end up permanently altering the bipolar nature of politics in Tamil Nadu. 

 

Inflation Risks: 

 The concerted efforts made by the Reserve Bank and the Union government to contain 

inflation appear to be having some impact, albeit marginal, in slowing the pace of price gains, 

the latest retail inflation data show.  

 

 Price gains as measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI) eased almost imperceptibly to 

7.01% in June, from May’s 7.04%, with food price inflation slowing by a distinct 22 basis 

points to 7.75%. Of the 12 items comprising the food and beverages basket — almost half the 

weight of the CPI — the prices of pulses and edible oils both shrank from a month earlier. 

Prices of the key cooking medium, which had been on a boil amid a supply shock (from 

Ukraine and Indonesia), have cooled, helped by import duty reductions.  

 Year-on-year inflation in oils and fats decelerated last month by a whopping 390 basis points 

to 9.4%, with the index shrinking 0.7% on a sequential basis. And prices of pulses contracted 

both from a year earlier and the preceding month.  

 The other major positive sign of a policy measure translating to softer prices was with 

transportation fuels. The Centre’s reduction of excise duty on petrol and diesel in May 

manifested in a significant easing in inflation in the transport and communication index: year-

on-year, the rate slowed by 260 basis points to 6.9%, while sequentially it shrank by 120 basis 

points. 
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  Still, it would be way too premature for policymakers to drop their guard. With nine of the 12 

items in the food and beverages basket, representing almost 80% of the sub index and 

spanning cereals, milk and meat to vegetables, sugar and spices, experiencing sequential price 

gains, the Government would need to maintain vigil to ward off any build-up of inflationary 

pressures in consumers’ kitchens. Year-on-year inflation in cereals, meat and milk all 

accelerated in June from May’s pace, and price gains in vegetables still remained in double 

digits at 17.4%.  

 The progress of monsoon rains give hope that the prices of farm produce may moderate in the 

coming months, provided the extreme rainfall and flooding seen in some States does not 

adversely hit crop growing regions.  

 And while an appreciable softening in global crude oil prices in recent sessions offers some 

respite, the rupee’s sharp depreciation against the dollar means India will continue to face the 

spectre of ‘imported inflation’ as the bill for imports, including crude, keeps rising.  

 The decision of the GST Council to raise tariffs on a range of goods including some items of 

mass consumption is also bound to add upward pressure on prices. Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman’s remarks on Tuesday reflect authorities’ recognition that any let up in the fight 

against inflation risks undermining growth and broader macroeconomic stability. 


