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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 
September 15, 2022 

Engineer's Day : 15 September: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 National Engineer's Day is observed every year on September 15. The day is celebrated on 

the birth anniversary of engineer statesman Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya , a diwan of the 

former Mysore kingdom.  

 The construction of the Krishna Raja Sagara Dam in Mysore , the installation of the 

Deccan Plateau irrigation system , are some of Sir M Visvesvaraya's most well - known 

accomplishments. 

 

Vihaan.Al: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Tata group - owned Air India has announced that it will be rebranded as Vihaan. It has 

also unveiled a comprehension transformation plan named Vihaan.Al.  

 Over the next 5 years , Air India will also strive to increase its market share to at least 30 % in 

the domestic market while significantly growing the international routes. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


  

www.transformiasacademy.com 
 

1 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 

Two - day Conference: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 A two - day Conference on " Smart Village Panchayat : Empowering Rural 

Communities ; Leaving No One Behind " is being organized in Lucknow from 15 

September 2022.  

 The e - Learning Module prepared by Panchayati Raj Institute of Training ( PRIT ) , Uttar 

Pradesh in collaboration with partner organization GIZ was launched. Training Module on 

Localization of Sustainable Development Goals was also released. 
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NTPC & REC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Sports Ministry on 14 Sept 2022 signed MoUs with NTPC & Rural Electrification 

Corporation ( REC ) for the development of sports in India. Under the MoU , both the 

PSUs have pledged Rs 215 crore to the National Sports Development Fund ( NSDF ).  

 While NTPC will provide Rs 115 crore for the development of Archery , REC will give Rs 

100 crore towards women's hockey & boxing . NSDF established : 1998. 
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Best zoo in the country: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park of Darjeeling has been recognised as 

the best zoo in the country. Arignar Anna Zoological Park in Chennai came second , 

followed by the Sri Chamarajendra Zoological Gardens in Mysore , Karnataka.  

 The ranking list was released by the Central Zoo Authority ( CZA ) in September 2022. The 

Darjeeling zoo was established on August 14 , 1958. 
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ECI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Election Commission of India ( ECI ) on 14 Sept '22 released a new digital 

publication ' BLO e - Patrika ' at an event in New Delhi. Objective : to establish direct 

communication with Booth Level Officer ( BLO ). 

 This event was a first - of - its - kind direct interaction by the Commission with the BLOs 

across the country. ECI Founded : 25 January 1950. 
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Sikkim government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Sikkim government on 14 Sept 2022 hiked the minimum wage for unskilled workers by 

67 per cent to Rs 500. The daily wage for unskilled workers was increased from Rs 300 to Rs 

500 with retrospective effect from July 11 , 2022. 

 Highly - skilled workers will now get Rs 565 per day instead of Rs 365 . Sikkim Capital : 

Gangtok .Literacy : 82.6 % ( 13th ).Districts : 6. 

 

Sports Policy 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Jharkhand chief minister Hemant Soren launched Jharkhand Sports Policy 2022 in 

Ranchi on 13 September 2022. This policy is aimed at reducing bottlenecks from the 

path of sportspersons in excelling at national and international events.  

 The sports policy , made for a period of five years , is the second such policy framework in 

Jharkhand . The last such policy was made in 2007. 
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Legislation to make Kannada " mandatory ": 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai's government is bringing in a legislation 

to make Kannada " mandatory " in the state.' Kannada Language Comprehensive 

Development Bill ' is aimed at further strengthening the efforts to give primacy to 

Kannada.  

 For the first time a legal statute is being given in the state , making Kannada mandatory , 

aimed at protecting the language and its users. 
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" Third gender " reservations: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Karnataka government on 13 Sept 2022 announced " third gender " reservations in 

police recruitment , becoming the first state to do so. Recruitment will be held for 3,484 

posts , of which 79 are reserved for the ' third gender '.  

 Apart from this , 420 posts have also been reserved for Kalyana Karnataka candidates. 

Kalyana Karnataka is a 7 - district swathe that was part of the erstwhile Nizam territory. 
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International Day of Democracy : 15 September: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Every year on 15 September, the International Day of Democracy is celebrated across the 

world. The day focuses on the importance of the participation of all members of society for 

the proper functioning of a democracy.  

 This day was established through a resolution passed by the UN General Assembly in 

2007 & was first observed in 2008. 
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India and Madagascar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India and Madagascar signed an MoU to train diplomats in September 2022. The MoU was 

signed between the Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service ( SSIFS ) & the Foreign 

Affairs Ministry of Madagascar.  

 SSIFS is a training institute where Indian Foreign Service officers are trained . The institute 

was renamed as Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service on 14 February 2020. 
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FIFA U - 17 Women's World Cup: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union Cabinet on 14 Sept 2022 approved the signing of guarantees for hosting FIFA Under - 

17 Womens ' Football World Cup in India . India will host the FIFA U - 17 Women's 

World Cup in Navi Mumbai , Goa & Bhubaneswar from 11th to 30th October 2022. 

 Teams from 16 countries will participate in the event. In 2017 , India successfully hosted the 

FIFA U - 17 Men's World Cup India - 2017 at 6 different venues. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Tax on the poor: 

 The latest retail inflation data from the National Statistical Office is a sobering reminder that 

accelerating price gains still remain the single biggest challenge to policymakers as they try to 

steer Asia’s third-largest economy to a more durable recovery from the pandemic-induced 

slump.  

 Inflation based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI) quickened in August to a provisional 7%, 

from 6.7% in July, as the pace of gains in food prices as measured by the Consumer Food 

Price Index accelerated by a sizeable 93 basis points to 7.62%, from July’s 6.69%.  

 And rural consumers bore a disproportionately higher burden: with month-on-month changes 

in both food prices and overall inflation appreciably greater at 0.88% and 0.57% respectively, 

compared with the 0.50% and 0.46% rates of urban inflation. Of particular concern is that 

inflation in the prices of cereals — staple grains in every household — surged to 9.57% from 

the preceding month’s 6.9% rate.  

 Month-on-month the pace was a disconcerting 2.4%. With kharif sowing of rice this year 

undershooting last year’s acreage and uneven distribution of rainfall further roiling the crop’s 

production picture, the outlook for inflation in this ‘heavyweight’ food category remains far 

from reassuring, the Centre’s recent imposition of tariff and other curbs on export of non-

Basmati rice notwithstanding.  

 In fact, eight of the 12 food items that combine to constitute the food and beverages category 

of the CPI saw sequential price upticks, with vegetables (13.2% year-on-year and 2.5% 

month-on-month) and dairy (6.39% and 0.9%, respectively) being two other vital foods that 

contributed to the faster inflation.  
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 The Finance Ministry was quick to assert that the increase in headline inflation was 

“moderate”, even as it sought to downplay the significance of food price pressures by terming 

food and fuel prices as “transient components”.  

 It also pointed to the steps by the Government to cool prices, that could help tame inflation in 

the ‘coming weeks’. And it cited oils and fats and pulses as two items where prices had begun 

to ease in response to the Centre’s steps.  

 However, the prices of pulses and products quickened by 1.7% month-on-month, with the 

pace trailing only that of sequential inflation in spices, cereals and vegetables. Services 

categories including housing, health, education, recreation and personal care too witnessed 

sequential increases in price gains as these services saw demand gradually revive. 

  The challenge going forward would be for providers to tread carefully so as not to yet again 

depress consumption by raising prices too quickly. Policymakers would do well to heed the 

dictum of a former RBI Governor, who never tired of reiterating that ‘containing the build up 

of price pressures is the best anti-poverty programme’ as the poor ‘have no hedge against 

inflation’. 

Engage with caution: 

 India and China on September 13 confirmed the disengagement of their troops from a fifth 

friction point in Eastern Ladakh along the LAC. With the latest withdrawal of troops from 

Patrolling Point (PP) 15 in the Gogra-Hot Springs area, buffer zones have now been 

established by the two sides in five locations, including in Galwan Valley, north and south of 

Pangong Lake, and at PP17A in Gogra.  

 The arrangements in the four earlier established buffer zones have so far helped keep the 

peace over the past two years. No patrolling is to be undertaken by either side in the buffer 

zones, which have been established on territory claimed by both India and China.  

 The latest disengagement came just three days before Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

Chinese President Xi Jinping are to attend the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

Summit in Uzbekistan. Reflecting the current state of relations, the two leaders have not 

directly spoken in more than two-and-a-half-years, an extraordinary situation for the world’s 

two most populous countries.  

 Whether they meet at the SCO Summit — as of September 14, neither side had confirmed or 

ruled out a meeting — or at the G20 in Indonesia later this year, India will need to proceed 

with caution as it inevitably resumes high-level engagement with China. While the buffer 

zones may serve as a temporary measure to prevent a recurrence of clashes, the reality is that 

this is an arrangement that has been forced on India.  

 The Indian military, by holding the line and showing its capacity to match China’s 

deployments, has been able to reverse China’s multiple territorial ingresses of April 2020 in 

the five areas.  

 That has, however, come at the cost of India’s ability to access patrolling points that it was 

reaching previously, which, in the view of some military observers, might have been China’s 

game-plan all along, given the favourable logistics and terrain on the Chinese side that enable 

faster deployments.  

 Moreover, China has neither agreed to resolve stand-offs in Demchok and Depsang, 

suggesting they pre-dated the current tensions, nor shown any intent to de-escalate, instead 

continuing to build forward infrastructure aimed at permanently housing a large number of 

troops closer to the LAC.  

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


  

www.transformiasacademy.com 
 

1 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 
 Indeed, signs are that both sides are in for a prolonged period of uncertainty on the borders 

thanks to China’s decision to mobilise tens of thousands of troops in April 2020, in 

contravention of past border agreements.  

 Unless Beijing reverses its recent, and still unexplained, moves to militarise the LAC and in 

the process undo the carefully constructed arrangements that helped keep the peace for 40 

years, India will have little incentive to consider a return to relations as they were prior to 

2020. The latest disengagement, while certainly a welcome step, by no means implies an end 

to the crisis on the border. 
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