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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 
September 16 , 2022 

Indian Navy & AUUP: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 On 15 Sep 2022 , an MoU was exchanged between the Indian Navy and Amity University 

Uttar Pradesh ( AUUP ).  

 As per provisions of the MoU , Amity University will conduct customised courses for the 

Indian Navy in niche domains , such as , 5G Technology , Control System Integration , 

Al , etc.  

 In addition , these courses will ensure better placements of Naval personnel upon 

superannuation from service. 

 

Oil Import: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India is set to sign long - term contracts to procure at least 2 million tonnes ( mt ) of 

crude from Brazil's Petroleo Brasileiro SA ( Petrobras ) and 1 mt from Colombia's state 

- run Ecopetrol SA.  

 India is the world's third - largest oil importer. For the first time , New Delhi will be inking a 

long - term supply deal with Petrobras , one of the few global oil majors increasing 

production. 
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ANGAN 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 A three - day international conference ANGAN 2022 ( Augmenting Nature by Green 

Affordable New - habitat ) , titled " Making the Zero - Carbon Transition in Buildings " 

began on 14th September 2022.  

 ANGAN 2.0 is being organised by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency ( BEE ) in collaboration 

with Swiss Agency for Development & Cooperation ( SDC ). It was held under the Indo - 

Swiss Building Energy Efficiency Project. 
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Hybrid solar - wind energy power plant: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Agro - chemical firm UPL Ltd. has announced a joint venture with CleanMax Enviro 

Energy Solutions ( CleanMax ) , to set up a hybrid solar - wind energy power plant in 

Gujarat.  

 CleanMax Enviro Energy Solutions will develop and maintain a hybrid 28.05 MW solar and 

33 MW wind power project under captive model as envisaged under the electricity laws. 
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SBI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 State Bank of India on 14 Sept 2022 became the third lender and seventh Indian 

company to cross the Rs 5 - trillion market cap. The SBI is the only third bank , along 

with HDFC Bank and ICICI Bank , to have a market cap of more than Rs 5 trillion. 

 HDFC Bank , India's largest private bank has a market cap of Rs 8.38 trillion , followed by 

ICICI Bank , which has a market cap of Rs 6.33 trillion. 
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Ramakrishna Mission's ' Awakening ' programme: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union education minister Dharmendra Pradhan on 15 Sept 2022 inaugurated 

Ramakrishna Mission's ' Awakening ' programme for students of classes 1 to 5.  

 It is an initiative towards ensuring overall personality development of a child in line with the 

philosophy of National Education Policy ( NEP ) , 2020.  

 Ramakrishna Mission Founder : Swami Vivekananda. Founded : 1897. HQ : Belur Math , 

West Bengal. 
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Agreement with tribal outfits: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Centre and Assam government on 15 Sept 2022 signed a tripartite peace accord 

with 8 tribal outfits of Assam in the presence of Union home minister Amit Shah.  

 Around 1100 people have shunned the path of violence with the signing of this agreement. In 

January 2020 , the Centre had also signed a historic agreement with Assam government and 

Bodo representatives to end the over 50 - year - old Bodo crisis. 
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NCC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Indian Navy has revived the Naval training area at Manasbal Lake in Kashmir's 

Ganderbal district after 33 years to provide training to National Cadet Corps ( NCC ) 

Cadets.  

 Around 100 NCC Cadets from J & K will participate in the training camp. The training in the 

area was suspended in the early 1990s due to the deterioration of the security situation. NCC 

Founded : 1948. 
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First female riding squad: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 BSF's first female camel riding squad will be deployed along the India - Pakistan border 

in Rajasthan & Gujarat. 

 This Squad will be the first of its kind in the world. It will participate for the first time in the 

BSF Raising Day Parade on 1 December 2022. The BSF is India's primary border - guarding 

force . Founded : 1965. 
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Indore city: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Indore city of Madhya Pradesh has signed an MoU with the firm Pataa Navigations to 

implement a fully digital addressing system , making it the first city in India to do so.  

 As per the MoU , Pataa app will be used by all government agencies and emergency services 

in Indore. Pataa is a brief and distinctive code that helps the user find the specific geotagged 

location. 

 

Qutb Shahi tombs: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Municipal administration and urban development minister KT Rama Rao announced 

restoring Qutb Shahi tombs. Aim : To get a UNESCO World Heritage tag for 

Hyderabad.  

 The Qutub Shahi Tombs are located in the Ibrahim Bagh ( garden precinct ) , close to the 

famous Golconda Fort in Hyderabad , India. They contain the tombs and mosques built by the 

various kings of the Qutub Shahi dynasty. 

 

77% reservation: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Jharkhand government has given its nod to a proposal for granting 77 % reservation in 

State government jobs for the members of the SC , ST , backward classes , OBC & 

economically weaker sections.  

 The State cabinet hiked the OBC reservation to 27 % from the present 14 %. The State 

government on 15 Sept 2022 also gave its nod to a proposal to use the 1932 land records to 

determine those who are local inhabitants. 
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Amrit Sarovar Project: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Having constructed 8,462 Amrit Sarovars , Uttar Pradesh has emerged as the top state with 

the best implementation of ' Mission Amrit Sarovar '. Within UP , the Lakhimpur Kheri 

district has emerged on the top with 256 Amrit Sarovars.  

 The Amrit Sarovar project ( launched on 24 April 2022 ) is aimed at conserving water 

through the construction of new water bodies and the rejuvenation of old ones. 
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CM’s breakfast scheme: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Chief Minister's Breakfast Scheme rolled out for students of Class I to V in 

government schools of Tamil Nadu , costs of 33.56 crore. He launched ' Chief Minister's 

Breakfast Scheme ' at the Corporation Primary School Aathimoolam II in Simmakal , 

Madurai.  

 This Scheme will be launched in the 1,545 government primary schools to benefit 1.14 lakh 

children. Tamil Nadu CM : M. K. Stalin. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


 

 
www.transformiasacademy.com 
 
 

1 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 

Arms package: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 US President Joe Biden has announced a new 600 million dollar arms package to Ukraine.  

 The package includes the High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems , night vision goggles , 

claymore mines , mine clearing equipment , 105 mm artillery rounds and 155mm 

precision - guided artillery rounds.  

 Washington has sent about 15.1 billion dollars in security assistance to the Kyiv government. 
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World Ozone Day : 16 September: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Ozone Day is observed every year on September 16 to spread awareness among people 

concerning the depletion of the ozone layer and find possible solutions to preserve it. 

 The ozone layer serves as a kind of shield for the earth & is crucial for preserving its ecology. 

This day was established by the UN General Assembly in 1994. 2022 Theme : ' Global 

cooperation . protecting life on earth'. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Arbitrary and exclusionary: 

 A Constitution Bench led by Chief Justice of India U.U. Lalit is now examining the validity 

of the 103rd Constitutional Amendment, which provides for 10% reservation to the 

economically weaker sections (EWS), excluding Other Backward Classes, Scheduled Castes 

and Scheduled Tribes who already have reservation in higher education institutions and 

government jobs.  

 The Bench has finalised three issues for hearing — whether the amendment has breached the 

Constitution’s basic structure by permitting the state to make special provisions; whether it 

does so in relation to admissions to private unaided institutions and, lastly, if the exclusion of 

OBC/SC/ST communities from the scope of the quota tramples on the basic structure.  

 These are valid questions and it could be argued that the legislation of the reservation in 2019 

was done hastily without due diligence of the criteria adopted. For example, the setting of an 

annual family income of ₹8 lakh as a ceiling to determine if someone belongs to the EWS is 

clearly problematic.  

 If available consumer expenditure surveys such as the NSSO report, ‘Key Indicators of 

Household Consumer Expenditure, 2011-12’, are relied on, a large chunk of the population 

will be eligible for reservations in the “below Rs. 8 lakh” EWS category and not just the truly 

deserving sections of the poor.  

 A government-appointed committee submitted that this ceiling was reasonable, but it could 

not adequately explain how the income criterion was “more stringent” than the one for the 

OBC creamy layer.  

 Also, the ₹8 lakh figure did not correspond to any data on the estimated number of EWS 

persons in the population with incomes related to it. Petitioners have also argued that the net 
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effect of the exclusion of Backward Classes and SC/ST aspirants from the EWS has been that 

they are now denied an opportunity to compete in the general category to the extent of 10%, 

in effect, limiting the quota to the “forward classes”.  

 This is a valid argument. Even if the Court agrees to maintain that reservations can be 

provided on economic basis — something that has been explicitly denied so far with only 

social and educational backwardness being mentioned in the Constitution and reiterated in 

several judgments — excluding people of certain communities from this benefit despite their 

belonging to the EWS renders the legislation discriminatory.  

 In recent recruitment and entrance examinations such as the UPSC and JEE, marks cut-offs 

for admissions were lower for the EWS quota than that of the OBCs. 

  In essence, if an income criterion for identifying the economically weaker sections has to be 

the basis, it must arrive at a clearly determined figure for the limit unlike the ₹8 lakh figure, 

and all sections of society, irrespective of caste, should be eligible to avail of reservation 

under this category. 

Curse of Goa: 

 Eight of the Congress’s 11 MLAs have joined the ruling BJP, in the latest iteration of a Goan 

curse. The State has gained a particular notoriety for its politicians brazenly switching sides in 

utter disregard for the people’s verdict.  

 BJP Chief Minister Pramod Sawant has succeeded in splitting the Goa Congress twice in 

three years. In the previous Assembly, 15 of the 17 Congress MLAs left the party, a majority 

of them for the BJP.  

 In the February Assembly election, the Congress fielded a large number of newcomers. All 37 

of its candidates had twice taken a ‘loyalty pledge,’ once with leader Rahul Gandhi, in a 

temple, a church and a dargah, and signed affidavits vowing not to defect. All the gods could 

do little to prick the conscience of these MLAs who betrayed the mandate.  

 If anything, all that drama only made this latest episode of the curse that much more of a 

mockery of democracy. It is not that Goa is the only place where this happens — in Bihar, the 

recent realignment in which the JD(U) replaced the BJP with the RJD as its partner amounted 

to dishonouring the popular verdict.  

 Bihar was a rare instance of the BJP being at the receiving end of its own strategy. The party 

has swung back, and in style, in Goa, though it did not need any more MLAs to be in power. 

In the 40-member strong Assembly, it had 20 MLAs of its own and support from three 

independents and two MLAs of the Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party (MGP).  

 With the merger of eight Congress MLAs, the government now has the support of 33. The 

Congress has lost its capacity to be an effective opposition. This was in the making for 

months now, and the Congress had tried to avert it.  

 As soon as it got wind of the move, the Congress removed Michael Lobo from the post of 

Leader of the Opposition in the Assembly and Digambar Kamat from his position of being a 

permanent invitee to the Congress Working Committee (CWC). While both Mr. Lobo and 

Mr. Kamat have cited disaffection with the Congress high command as reasons, the true 

reasons are all too transparent.  

 Despite serving as a Congress CM, Mr. Kamat, a seven-time MLA from Margao, has a 

history of being with the BJP as he was one of the four BJP MLAs who won in 1994. In 2014, 

the BJP had linked him with a multi-crore mining scam case, whose probe is still hanging 

over his head.  
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 BJP Minister Viswajit Rane had called for an investigation into Mr. Lobo’s assets. Mr. Lobo 

and his wife Delilah are among the richest MLAs in the coastal State. With the defections of 

Aleixo Sequeira and Rodolfo Fernandes, the BJP now has a strong foothold in the Catholic-

dominated South Goa. Mr. Kamat has said he went back to the temple and got the god’s 

permission to renege on his pledge of loyalty to the Congress. The people of Goa, meanwhile, 

are left wondering whether their vote makes any difference. 
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