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October 10 , 2022 

India's first 24x7 s 

olar - powered village: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 PM Modi on 9th Oct 2022 declared Modhera in Gujarat's Mehsana district as India's 

first 24x7 solar - powered village.  

 In the village a ground - mounted solar power plant , and over 1,300 rooftop solar systems 

have been installed on houses to generate electricity.  

 Both the central and state governments have invested over ₹ 80 crore in this project.  

 

Odisha government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Odisha government has come up with concrete measures to prevent elephant deaths 

after being run over by trains.  

 The state forest department has now opted for the installation of hanging solar fencing along 

railway tracks passing through elephant corridors to deter wild pachyderms from venturing 

near railway lines and highways.  

 Same incident had already happened at Joda In Keonjhar. 
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Approval to operate 24/7: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 E - commerce company Amazon India is among 314 applicants that have been granted 

approval to operate 24/7 in New Delhi.  

 With this approval , Amazon's products can be delivered round - the - clock in New Delhi.  

 It is expected to boost employment generation and promote a positive and favourable business 

environment in Delhi.  

 Delhi Lt. Governor : Vinai Kumar Saxena. CM : Arvind Kejriwal. 
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World Mental Health Day : 10th October: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Mental Health Day is observed every year on 10th October to raise awareness about 

mental health around the world and to mobilize efforts to support those experiencing mental 

health issues. 

 It was first celebrated in 1992 at the initiative of the World Federation for Mental 

Health. 2022 Theme : '' Make mental health for all a global priority ". 

 

UNSC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India will host diplomats of the UN Security Council ( UNSC ) along with other member 

states for a key meeting of the Counter - Terrorism Committee in Mumbai and New Delhi on 

28-29 Oct 2022.  

 Focus of the meeting : "Countering the Use of New and Emerging Technologies for Terrorist 

Purposes".  

 India is currently the Chair of the UN Security Council Counter - Terrorism Committee 

for the year 2022. 
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Japanese F1 Grand Prix: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Red Bull's Max Verstappen on 9th Oct 2022 won the Japanese F1 Grand Prix to become 

world champion for the second successive season.  

 Red Bull ' Sergio Perez & Ferrari's Charles Leclerc came at the 2nd and 3rd positions 

respectively.  

 It was Verstappen's maiden Japanese GP win. Earlier , Sergio Perez had won the Singapore 

F1 Grand Prix on 2nd Oct 2022. 

 

Asian Weightlifting Championships: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Indian weightlifter Harshada Garud won a bronze medal in the women's 45kg category 

at the Asian Weightlifting Championships 2022 in Manama , Bahrain on 8th Oct 2022.  
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 Harshada lifted 68 kg in snatch and 84 kg in clean and jerk to aggregate 152 kg. 187 athletes 

from 30 nations are participating in the Asian Weightlifting Championships 2022 , which will 

conclude on 16th October in Bahrain. 

 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

Status Beyond faith: 

 The Centre has appointed a three-member Commission to examine the sensitive issue of 

extending Scheduled Caste (SC) status to all those who have historically suffered 

discrimination and untouchability, regardless of the religion they now profess.  

 It is a task fraught with difficulty for the panel headed by former Chief Justice of India, K. G. 

Balakrishnan, as it will have to grapple with both social realities and ideological objections 

while addressing the core question.  

 The government itself has described it as a seminal and historically complex sociological and 

constitutional question. This is not the first time that the issue has come up before the 

Supreme Court — the panel’s appointment comes in the wake of the Court asking the Centre 

to clarify its position on the issue — or has been examined by a commission headed by a 

former Chief Justice.  

 In 1985, the Supreme Court agreed that historical discrimination may continue even after 

members of the SCs convert to other religions, but did not decide in favour of such converts 

being given SC status as it felt there was not enough material outlining their condition after 

conversion.  

 It is to be welcomed that the Balakrishnan Commission has been asked specifically to 

examine the changes that Dalits go through after conversion in terms of their social status and 

the discrimination they may face, along with the implications of according them SC status.  
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 The National Commission for Religious and Linguistic Minorities, headed by retired Chief 

Justice Ranganath Mishra, also examined this issue. In its 2007 report, the panel made a 

categorical recommendation in favour of giving SC status to Dalits belonging to all religions. 

It found the caste system to be “an all-pervading social phenomenon in India shared by almost 

all Indian communities”.  

 It stressed the constitutional need to eliminate the religion-based discrimination underlying 

the present policy of limiting SC status to those professing Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism. 

While the tenets of a religion may not allow discrimination, the ground reality was different, 

it said.  

 The main counter-views are well-known: discrimination and deprivation being the 

consequences of the caste-based Hindu social order, SC status should not be extended to those 

who have converted to Christianity and Islam; and the benefits involved may be seen as an 

incentive to mass conversion.  

 Another objection is that the share of the reservation pie available to Dalits among Hindus 

may shrink if new sections are included. There is no ‘creamy layer’ concept for SC 

reservation, and expanding its scope may be to the disadvantage of the current beneficiaries. 

The Commission will have to come up with a definitive study of these complex issues 
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