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October 3 , 2022 

India's economic growth: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 India's economic growth is expected to decline to 5.7 % in 2022 from 8.2 % in 2021 , 

according to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development ( UNCTAD ) 

Report 2022.  

 India's GDP will further decelerate to 4.7 % growth in 2023 , as per this report. The report has 

cited higher financing costs & weaker public expenditures for this decline in growth. 

UNCTAD HQ : Geneva , Switzerland. 

 

Ajay Bhadoo: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Senior bureaucrat Ajay Bhadoo has been appointed as the Deputy Election 

Commissioner of the Election Commission of India.  

 Bhadoo , an IAS officer of Gujarat cadre , has been appointed to the post up to July 24 , 2024. 

 Also , Akash Tripathi , IAS officer of Madhya Pradesh cadre , has been appointed as the 

Chief Executive Officer ( CEO ) , My Gov , Ministry of Electronics & Information 

Technology. 
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’Vande Mataram’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis on 2nd Oct 2022 launched the ' 

Vande Mataram ' initiative in the state.  

 The launch of the initiative commensurate with the 153rd birth anniversary of Mahatma 

Gandhi.  

 The initiative will be binding on the government employees to say ' Vande Mataram ' instead 

of ' hello. Maharashtra CM : Eknath Shinde. 

 

Dr Jitendra Singh: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 
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 Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh on 3rd Oct 2022 launched the Web portal for Prime 

Minister's Awards for Excellence in Public Administration 2022 in New Delhi.  

 The objective of the scheme is to encourage constructive competition , innovation and 

institutionalisation of best practices.  

 The total number of Awards under the PM's Awards for Excellence in Public Administration - 

2022 will be 16. 

 

Interpol: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Central Intelligence Agency (CBI) has launched an account on Twitter and Instagram on 

the occasion of the General Assembly meeting of Interpol, an international police agency.  

 The International Criminal Police Commission (ICPC) was established in 1923. It was 

renamed as Interpol in 1956. 
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Jal Jeevan: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 According to the Jal Jeevan scheme, drinking water has been provided to 55 percent of 

the households in the rural areas of Tamil Nadu.  

 The Tamil Nadu government has received the first prize for carrying out these works on a 

large scale in the country.  

 The Jal jeevan Award was presented by President Drowpathi Murmu at a function held at, 

Delhi. 

 

World Habitat Day : 3 October: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Habitat Day is a UN initiative that is observed on the first Monday of every October , 

annually.  

 In 2022 , it is being observed on the 3rd of October. The day is observed to acknowledge the 

state of our towns and cities , and the basic right of all to adequate shelter.  

 It was first celebrated in 1986 in Nairobi , Kenya. 2022 Theme : " Mind the Gap. Leave 

No One and Place Behind ". 

 

Armenia: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 In a significant move to boost defence export , India has signed an export order for missiles , 

rockets , and ammunition to Armenia.  

 Under this deal , military equipment worth over 2,000 crores will be exported by India to 

Armenia.  

 It also includes six additional first - ever export of the indigenous Pinaka rocket 

launchers. Currently , Armenia is engaged in a border conflict with Azerbaijan. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Boxed in: 

 The Reserve Bank of India’s rate decision on Friday was ultimately inevitable. Monetary 

policymakers were left with little choice but to raise interest rates by 50 basis points, as a bout 

of extreme volatility in international financial markets combines with persistently high 

domestic retail inflation to threaten macroeconomic stability, globally and in India.  

 RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das cited the ‘aggressive monetary policy actions and even more 

aggressive communication from advanced economy central banks’ as a third shock -- 

following the pandemic and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine — which he said had thrust the 

‘global economy into the eye of a new storm’.  

 “Emerging market economies, in particular, are confronted with challenges of slowing global 

growth, elevated food and energy prices, spillovers from advanced economy policy 

normalisation... and sharp currency depreciations,” Mr. Das explained, elaborating on the 

external challenges confronting emerging economies, including India.  

 The rupee too has been under pressure, weakening by more than 7% against the dollar since 

the start of the current fiscal year in April.  

 And this has added upward pressure to price stability by way of imported inflation. The RBI’s 

September issue of the Monetary Policy Report in fact pertinently observes that the ‘second-

round effects of low growth and high inflation globally could keep domestic inflation at 

elevated levels even beyond eight quarters, necessitating appropriate monetary actions to 

anchor inflation expectations’.  
 The central bank’s own projections, in fact, do not anticipate a slowing in India’s retail 

inflation below its upper tolerance threshold of 6% till the January-March quarter. And Mr. 

Das was right to point out the multiple factors that could upend the RBI’s inflation outlook.  

 These include the likelihood of higher pass-through of input costs by service providers on 

increased demand, as well as upside risks to food prices from both the lower kharif output of 

rice and pulses, and the unseasonably excess spells of rainfall in some regions that have 

pushed up the prices of vegetables.  
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 The surfeit of liquidity or cash in the banking system, which is expected to be buoyed by 

enhanced government spending in the coming months, could also threaten price stability and 

the RBI Governor was at pains to note that the policy stance of a calibrated ‘withdrawal of 

accommodation’ had become an imperative.  

 Specifically, he pointed out that ‘even as the nominal policy repo rate had been raised by 190 

basis points since May, the rate adjusted for inflation still trailed the 2019 levels’.  

 With the RBI’s latest surveys of households’ inflation expectations and consumer confidence 

too signalling that price pressures will continue to restrain consumption, inflation control will 

have to remain the top policy priority. 

No family man: 

 A contest for its top post, a rare event for any political party in India, has turned the spotlight 

on the Congress. Around 8,000 delegates will vote on October 17 to elect a new chief for the 

party. It was the refusal of Rahul Gandhi to return to hold the formal reins of the party that set 

the ball rolling in this direction.  

 Mr. Gandhi also made it clear that his mother Sonia Gandhi could not continue as president, 

and his sister Priyanka Gandhi Vadra cannot contest. Leaving the road clear for a relatively 

open contest for the top post which is reserved for a member of the Nehru-Gandhi family 

whenever one of them claimed it, Mr. Gandhi set out on a walk from the southern tip of the 

country towards the north.  

 His Bharat Jodo Yatra has also struck a chord with people in the areas it has touched so far. 

Mrs. Gandhi had wanted Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot to contest, and he appeared 

to be agreeable, initially.  

 But the efforts to effect a transition in the State ended in chaos, grounding the plans for his 

candidacy. MLAs in Rajasthan want Mr. Gehlot to continue in office. The Rajasthan episode 

was badly managed by the party, showing itself and a loyal veteran in a bad light. It was 

avoidable.  
 The contest is actually for the second most important position in the Congress. It is clear that 

Mr. Gandhi will remain the final authority in the party, while the elected president will be 

tasked with the running of the organisation.  

 The BJP has had supreme leaders above party presidents — A.B. Vajpayee and L.K. Advani 

at one point and Narendra Modi and Amit Shah now. There is a valid perception that the 

family is tilting the scales in favour of one contestant — Mallikarjun Kharge — against 

Shashi Tharoor, which needs to be dispelled. The Nehru-Gandhi family’s moral authority 

over the party stems from its neutrality and fairness in internal tussles.  

 That authority is often exercised through representatives who at times fail to maintain 

neutrality. Recent episodes in Punjab and Rajasthan — the promotion of Navjot Singh Sidhu 

and the pressure on Mr. Gehlot, respectively — have weakened the authority of the family.  

 Being a neutral arbiter is the right thing to do, and apart from that, self preservation demands 

that Mr. Gandhi enables popular leaders to emerge stronger in the party. Mr. Kharge or Mr. 

Tharoor, the truly popular should be able to to win. Mr. Gandhi will only reinforce his 

authority by making it public that the family has no candidate. 
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