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December 15, 2022 

Union government’s approval: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 The union government has approved NILP (New India Literacy Programme) for the next five 

financial years (2022-27). Launched in 2022, it aims to support the States and Union 

Territories in promoting literacy among non-literates in the age group of 15 and above.  

 The scheme has five components namely: Critical Life Skills, Vocational Skills 

Development, Basic Education, Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Continuing 

Education. 

 

India and China troops: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 On 9 Dec 2022, India and China troops clashed along the Yangtze river in Tawang 

sector in Arunachal Pradesh. 

 It is an important center of Tibetan Buddhism Tawang provides a strategic entry into India's 

northeastern region.  

 It is a critical point in the corridor between Tibet and Brahmaputra Valley. It has the Galden 

Namgey Lhatse, the world's second largest monastery of Tibetan Buddhism. 
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SpiceJet: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 SpiceJet won the 'Safety Performer of the Year' award at the annual GMR Delhi 

Airport Awards in December 2022. It was awarded for being the top performer among the 

self-handling airlines, besides for "its success in reducing ground safety violations".  

 Minimizing incidences of ground safety violations play a key role in ensuring compliance 

with safety guidelines and regulatory requirements. 
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Ex Sanchaar Bodh: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Indian Army's Airawat Division conducted Ex Sanchaar Bodh in the extensive obstacle-

ridden terrain of Punjab in December 2022. 

 Tactical communication capabilities were validated in the exercise and the determination to 

win at any cost in the face of adversity was also confirmed in practice. The Indian 1 

Armoured Division, under II Corps, is headquartered at Patiala. 

 

HUL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL) acquired the two digital-first brands-OZiva and 

Wellbeing Nutrition in December 2022. HUL plans to focus on high-growth areas such as 

sleep & stress, women's health, gut health, beauty-from-within, and plant-based products.  

 OZiva Private Limited is a plant-based consumer wellness brand launched in 2016. HUL 

CEO: Sanjiv Mehta. HUL Headquarters: Mumbai. 
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Uttarakhand Government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Uttarakhand Government is planning for genetic enhancement of Badri Cow through 

sex-sorted semen and embryo transfer technology with the aim to increase its 

productivity. The Badri breed derived its name from the holy shrine of Char Dham at 

Badrinath.  

 Her milk has rich medicinal content and high organic value as it grazes only on herbs and 

shrubs available in the mountains. 
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Shankar Chaudhary: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Shankar Chaudhary has been elected as the speaker of the Gujarat Assembly on 15 

December 2022. While Jetha Bharwad will be the deputy speaker of the Assembly. 

S.Chaudhary won the assembly election from Tharad in north Gujarat.  

 He was a minister in the Anandiben Patel - led BJP government. He is also an important name 

in the dairy sector and headed the Dudhsagar Dairy in north Gujarat. 

 

Gond Community: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Rajya Sabha passes a bill for recognising the Gond community hailing from four districts of 

Uttar Pradesh as a Scheduled Tribe on 15 December 2022. 

 It was introduced by tribal affairs minister Arjun Munda. The bill will include the 'Gond 

community' in four districts of Uttar Pradesh, including Sant Kabir Nagar, Sant 

Ravidas Nagar, Kushinagar and Chandauli to the ST list. 

 

Krishi – DSS: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare and Department of Space signed an 

MoU.  

 It has been signed to develop the Krishi-Decision Support System (Krishi - DSS) using 

geospatial technologies and related databases. Krishi - DSS is being developed on the lines 

of Gati Shakti using RISAT-1A and VEDAS of Department of Space. 
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Cervavac: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India will launch its quadrivalent vaccine called Cervavac in 2023 for the nationwide 

immunisation drive of girls aged 9-14 years.  

 Developed by the Serum Institute of India (SII), Cervavac offers protection against four 

strains of HPV 16, 18, 6, and 11. HPV (human papillomavirus) is a viral infection passed 

between people through skin-to-skin contact. 
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New Delhi International Arbitration Centre 

(Amendment) Bill, 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)   

 Parliament has passed the New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (Amendment) 

Bill, 2022. It amends the New Delhi International Arbitration Centre Act, 2019.  

 The Bill renames the New Delhi International Arbitration Centre as the India International 

Arbitration Centre. It also allows the government to provide for removing any difficulties in 

implementing the Act for up to five years. 
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G20: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The first meeting of the Development Working Group of the G-20 was held in Mumbai 

on 13 December 2022.  

 The three - day Development Working Group meeting focused on G20 collective actions for 

accelerating progress on the SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals). 

 Its aim is to support to developing countries in dealing with immediate concerns relating to 

food, fuel and fertiliser security. 

 

New Zealand: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 In a remarkable step, New Zealand has adopted a measure that will prohibit the sale 

cigarettes to anybody born on or after January 1, 2009. 

 New Zealand is believed to be the first country in the world to implement the annually rising 

smoking age. The restrictions will take effect in 2023, with New Zealand aiming to be 

"smoke - free" by 2025. 
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Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism signed by European Union is the world-first 

carbon border tariff. The mechanism will impose a tariff on imports of polluting goods 

such as iron, steel, cement, fertilisers, aluminium and electricity.  

 It will require companies, both domestic EU industries and overseas ones, to buy certificates 

to cover their embedded CO2 emissions. 
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Chahat Arora: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Indian swimmer Chahat Arora set a national record in the women's 100-metre breaststroke at 

the FINA World Swimming Championships 2022 in Melbourne, Australia on 14 Dec 2022. 

 Chahat Arora completed the 100-metre breaststroke race in 1 min, 13.13 seconds. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Warning sign: 

 Another attempted transgression by the Chinese military, this time in the Tawang sector in the 

eastern section of the India-China boundary, has served as a reminder of the precarious state 

of affairs along the Line of Actual Control (LAC).  

 A crisis that began in April 2020, with PLA transgressions in Ladakh, in the western sector of 

the boundary, has now appeared to have widened to Arunachal Pradesh. Defence Minister 

Rajnath Singh said in Parliament that the Indian Army had forced the PLA to return to its 

posts.  

 The Minister’s comments, on December 13, came four days after the incident, details of 

which were first reported by The Hindu on December 12. An Army statement confirmed the 

clash.  

 The Opposition, which has criticised the Narendra Modi government’s continuing reticence 

on the China border issue, staged a walkout after being denied a discussion. As troubles now 

flare in Arunachal, the situation in Ladakh still remains unresolved.  

 India is yet to resume patrolling in any of the five disengagement areas where temporary 

buffer zones have been established, while the Chinese military remains on India’s side of the 

LAC in two other friction points, in Depsang and Demchok.  

 What is clear is that the Chinese military has decided, for reasons still unexplained, to 

unilaterally change how both sides manage what were previously mutually recognised 

disputed areas.  

 Managing what has become a live border after three decades of relative peace, and crafting a 

modus vivendi with China in this new situation, has now emerged as a pressing challenge for 

New Delhi.  

 This is both a military and a political challenge. Addressing it will require, as a first step, 

transparency, and taking the Opposition and public along on an issue far too important to be 

led by apparent considerations over optics.  
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 Those considerations also appear to be one factor behind the continuing freeze in high-level 

political contact with China, with Prime Minister Modi and President Xi Jinping avoiding a 

formal meeting at two recent multilateral summits.  

 That the leaders have not spoken for more than three years, barring an exchange of 

pleasantries at the G-20 summit, is an untenable situation as risks continue to rise along the 

borders.  

 A resumption of dialogue will, at the very least, allow India to convey its concerns at the 

highest level. The public also remains largely in the dark on the events that have transpired 

along the borders, as well as the developments that led to the loss of life of 20 Indian soldiers, 

in 2020.  

 If the Government’s apparent hope was to maintain silence until the crisis resolves in due 

course, the latest clash has served as a warning sign that it is nowhere near ending. 

An energy conundrum: 

 At the core of India’s energy transformation is its bet on solar power. Based on a commitment 

to address the global climate crisis, India has promised to source nearly half its energy from 

non-fossil fuel sources by 2030 and, in the shorter term, source of at least 60% of its 

renewable energy from solar power.  

 However, a disclosure in Parliament by the Minister for Power, New and Renewable Energy 

suggests that India faces a significant headwind in this quest. A key central policy to source 

solar power is facilitating the establishment of large solar parks; small solar power projects 

usually translate to higher per-unit production costs.  

 And so, in 2014, the Centre announced the ‘Solar Parks and Ultra-Mega Solar Power 

Projects’ policy to facilitate the creation of large parks. The initial plan was to set up 25 parks 

capable of generating at least 20,000 MW by 2019. In 2017, the Government scaled this to 61 

parks with a target of 40,000 MW.  

 It emerges, however, as of 2022, that only a fourth of the capacity has been achieved, that is, 

projects worth 10,000 MW have been commissioned. Four projects have been cancelled, by 

the Centre’s own admission, due to tardy progress.  

 The roadblocks, in the Centre’s estimate, have been challenges in acquiring land with a clear 

title, setting up the infrastructure necessary to transmit power produced at these parks to the 

grid and, in an unusual disclosure, “environmental issues” in Rajasthan and Gujarat, where 

projects have been halted because their transmission lines encroach upon the habitat of the 

critically endangered Great Indian Bustard.  
 Notwithstanding its claims on international podia that it is on track to meet renewable energy 

targets, it is no secret that India is lagging behind. By the end of 2022, India had committed to 

having in place 1,75,000 MW of renewable energy capacity, with 1,00,000 MW from solar 

power.  

 However, only around 61,000 MW of such capacity has actually been installed. For a few 

years now, there has been considerable hype around solar power achieving grid parity in India 

— meaning power companies are able to sell it at a price lower or as much as conventional 

sources — but this does not account for the subsidies or concessions front-loaded by the 

Government.  

 While India should continue to expand its economy on the back of renewable energy, the 

Government must take a hard look at whether renewable power, the solar, wind, or nuclear, 

meets standards of economic viability and environmental sustainability. Solar power may be a 

valuable tool in India’s energy transformation story, but it cannot be the panacea for every 

need. 
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