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GI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Geographical Indication (GI) Tag has been granted by the union government to 9 new 

products from different states on 15 December 2022.  

 A geographical indication (GI) is a name or sign used on certain products which corresponds 

to a specific geographical location or origin. 

 India has total 432 Gl tags. India enacted the Geographical Indications of Goods Act, 

1999 which came into force on 15 Sept 2003. 

 

AIIMS: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi has been declared a 

'Tobacco-Free Zone' in Dec 2022. AIIMS New Delhi was established in 1956 and is under 

the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

 Besides, smoking and spitting tobacco on the premises of the AIIMS will be a punishable 

offence for the patients, and visitors and the erring persons will be fined Rs 200. 
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'Where Bharat Meets India': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Ministry of Culture in collaboration with Prasiddha Foundation inaugurated Delhi 

International Arts Festival at Kartavya Path with the tagline- 'Where Bharat Meets 

India' on 16 Dec 2022.  

 The festival is being organised from 16th December to 30th December. The festival aims to 

celebrate the great Epics, the Warriors who fought for India's Freedom struggle against 

Britishers. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

3 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  
  

  
  

 

NHIDCL & NIT Manipur: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 National Highways & Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd (NHIDCL) has signed 

MoU with NIT Manipur on 14th December 2022.  

 It is looking for innovative technologies to find practical solutions to the challenges faced 

in the construction of highways that withstand extreme climatic conditions.  

 NHIDCL has previously signed MoUs with IIT Bombay & IIT Guwahati. NHIDCL MD: 

Chanchal Kumar. 
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Airbnb: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Airbnb has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the government of 

Goa to jointly promote Goa as a high potential tourism destination in the world.  

 Airbnb provides an online marketplace that connects people who want to rent out their homes 

to tourists who intend to visit that locality.  

 It will help the Goa Tourism Department in developing such homestay capacity across the 

state. 
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'Gamocha': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  
 'Gamocha', a symbol of the culture and identity of Assam, has received the 

Geographical Indication (GI) tag on 14 December 2022. 'Gamocha' literally means towel 

and is commonly used on a day-to- day basis in Assamese households.  

 A 'gamocha' meant for exchange during 'Bihu' festival is known as 'Bihuwan'. It is registered 

under the Geographical Indication of Goods Act, 1999. 

 

Lumpy Skin Disease: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Odisha Government has announced to provide Lumpy Skin Disease vaccination for free 

in the state on 16 December 2022. The livestock farmers of the state would get their cattle 

vaccinated against Lumpy Skin Disease free of cost.  

 As of December 15, 2022, symptoms of Lumpy Skin Disease have appeared in 18,842 cattle 

in the state. Odisha Governor: Ganeshi Lal. 
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UNSC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 External Affairs Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar on 16 December 2022 announced the 

candidature of India for non - permanent membership at the United Nations Security 

Council (UNSC) for the 2028-29 term.  

 India assumed the monthly rotating Presidency of the UNSC in December. This is the second 

time India got the Presidency after holding the top spot in August 2021. UNSC Headquarters: 

New York. 
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Gay marriage law: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 US President Joe Biden signed gay marriage law in Dec 2022. This law establishes 

statutory authority for same - sex and interracial marriages.  

 This law officially repeals the Marriage Act of 1996, which defined marriage as between a 

man and a woman.  

 As of 2022, marriage between same-sex couples is legally recognized in 33 countries 

including Argentina, Australia. 
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G7: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Group of Seven (G-7) rich industrialised nations has approved an agreement to provide $ 

15.5 billion to Vietnam.  

 The aim is to help Vietnam reduce its emissions to "net zero" by 2050, a goal which 

experts say needs to be met globally to cap global warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius.  

 The $ 15.5 billion of funding will come from public and private sources in 3-5 years. 
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Rafael Nadal and Iga Swiatek: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Rafael Nadal and Iga Swiatek were crowned the ITF world champion 2022 in their 

respective categories on 16 December 2022. 

 Rafael Nadal was crowned the ITF world champion for the fifth time in his career. In the 

men's doubles category, Rajeev Ram and Joe Salisbury won the award while Barbora 

Krejcikova and Katerina Siniakova took the women's doubles honour for the third time. 

 

Hockey World Cup trophy: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports Anurag Thakur unveiled Hockey World 

Cup trophy in New Delhi on 16 December 2022. The event was also attended by 1975 

Hockey World Cup winners.  

 The FIH Men's World Cup 2023 Bhubaneswar-Rourkela will begin on 13th January 2023. 

The nationwide Trophy Tour was launched in Bhubaneswar on 5th December by Odisha CM 

Naveen Patnaik. 
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Neeraj Chopra: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 According to the World Athletics, javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra of India was the most 

written about track and field athlete in 2022, displacing the Jamaican legend Usain Bolt 

from the top lists.  

 He won the silver medal at the World Athletic Championships 2022 in Oregon, becoming 

only the 2nd Indian to win a world’s medal after Anju Bobby George's bronze in the women's 

long jump in 2003. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Dangerous gamble: 

 Turkey’s recent attacks on Syria’s Kurdish towns and its threat of a ground invasion could 

destabilise the border region, which has yet to recover from the scars of a long civil war and 

the violence by the Islamic State (IS) terrorist group.  

 The trigger was the November 13 blast in Istanbul that claimed six lives. Turkey has blamed 

the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), the Kurdish militant group operating in its southeastern 

parts, and the People’s Protection Units (YPG), a Syrian-Kurdish militia, for the blast (they 

have denied the allegations) and has carried out air strikes in Syria’s Kurdish towns.  

 Turkey has reportedly asked the YPG to withdraw from key towns on the border — Manbij, 

Tal Rifaat and Kobane — soon and has threatened to launch another cross-border incursion 

into Syria if the YPG failed to do so.  

 Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan wants to create a buffer zone between the YPG-

controlled towns in Syria and Turkey’s own Kurdish territories, where the state has been 

fighting the PKK.  

 Ankara sees the YPG as an ideological and organisational brother of the PKK, which it has 

designated, along with the U.S. and European countries, as a terrorist organisation. Turkey 

has carried out several incursions in the past into Syria, gobbling up territories now manned 

by the Syrian National Army, a rebel umbrella group that is opposed to Damascus and backed 

by Ankara.  

 But, Turkey had also come under pressure from the U.S., its NATO partner that backs a YPG-

led militia group, and Russia, an ally of the Syrian regime, which placed constraints on its 

operations.  

 However, Russia’s Ukraine war seems to have altered the geopolitical reality in the region in 

Turkey’s favour. A preoccupied Russia would not like to antagonise Turkey, which despite 

being a NATO member has not joined the U.S.-led sanctions, and the U.S. would want 

Ankara’s support for the inclusion of Sweden and Finland into NATO.  

 This opens space for Mr. Erdoğan to up the ante in Syria. But this could be a dangerous bet. 

The IS had captured most of these border towns in 2014-15. The YPG, with U.S. help, had 

fought hard against the IS to liberate the region. Now under attack, the YPG has already said 

it would end patrolling of many towns on the border.  

 A Turkish incursion could trigger further chaos, which could help Islamist militants to 

regroup and push the Kurdish population, already victims of years of wars, into further 

misery.  

 Instead of taking the military path, Mr. Erdoğan should hold talks with Russia and the U.S., 

which have better ties with the Syrian Kurds, to find a workable solution to stabilise the 

border. 

Countering terror: 

 External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s listing of four hurdles to better counterterrorism 

cooperation, i.e., state support for financing terror; multilateral mechanisms that are opaque 

and agenda driven; double standards and politicisation of countering terrorism according to 

where terror groups belong, and the “next frontier” (the use of emerging technologies such as 

drones and virtual currency by terrorists), needs attention.  
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 The focus of the UNSC special briefing on Thursday, ‘Global Counterterrorism Approach’, 

that was convened by India, is well-timed given that the “Global War on Terrorism” and the 

sanctions regimes launched after 9/11 are in disarray.  

 In their haste to exit Afghanistan in 2021, for example, the UNSC’s permanent members, the 

U.S. and the U.K. struck the biggest blow to the sanctions regime by holding talks with the 

Taliban, easing their path to power in Kabul and letting their handlers in Pakistan off the 

hook.  

 Second, as Mr. Jaishankar has pointed out, a P-5 country (China) continues to block the 

designations of Pakistan-based terrorists, including five named this year, from the LeT and 

the JeM.  

 Finally, instead of uniting to accept India’s proposal, of 1996, of a Comprehensive 

Convention on International Terror to institute global practices on countering terror, the P-5 

countries are hopelessly polarised, and irrevocably so, over Russia’s war in Ukraine.  

 Given the scenario, New Delhi’s attempt at highlighting the issues during the last few weeks 

of its two-year UNSC tenure was apt, as it built up to the briefing with conferences in India 

including a UN Counter-Terrorism Committee meeting, the No Money For Terror conference, 

and an Interpol conference.  
 It is unfortunate, however, that the briefing appears to have been overshadowed by heated 

words outside the Council between Mr. Jaishankar and his Pakistani counterpart Bilawal 

Bhutto Zardari. In response to Mr. Jaishankar’s comments on Pakistan being the “epicentre of 

terrorism”, Mr. Bhutto chose to launch a personal tirade against Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and the 2002 Gujarat riots.  

 That Pakistan’s “dossier” on what it claims is an Indian hand behind a blast in Lahore 

essentially pertains to an attack on the 26/11 terrorist strikes mastermind and LeT chief Hafiz 

Saeed is equally telling about the Pakistan government’s regard for him, as well as its desire 

to muddy the global narrative on terrorism.  

 The Government would be better served by not taking the bait, and focusing instead on the 

task at hand: “re-invigorating” the global agenda and counter-terrorism architecture by 

emphasising the need for unity on the issue, and for all countries to provide resources to the 

battle against those driven by a radical ideology who continue to threaten civilian populations 

worldwide. 
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