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December 18, 2022 

INS Mormugao: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The state-of-the-art warship Mormugao will be inducted into the Indian Navy by Union 

Defense Minister Rajnath Singh at a ceremony in Mumbai on December 18, 2022. 

 The warship INS Mormugao for Indian Navy is equipped with sophisticated radar-

based surface-to-air missiles. 

 

India Energy Week 2023: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India Energy Week 2023 will be held in Bengaluru from 6-8 February 2023 under the 

theme “Growth, Cooperation, Transformation” under India's G20 Chairmanship. And 

the opening ceremony for this event was held in Bangalore on 16 December 2022. 

 The festival is expected to create a unique opportunity to make India an engine of global 

economic growth and a driver of global consumption. 
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Article 223: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 AK Singh has been appointed as the Acting Chief Justice of the Jharkhand High Court. 

Following the retirement of Justice Ravi Ranjan, Justice AK Singh has been appointed as the 

Acting Chief Justice. 

 Acting Chief Justice of Jharkhand High Court has been appointed in exercise of the 

power conferred by Article 223 of the Constitution of India. 

 

AIIA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 In a bid to promote Ayurveda across continents, the All India Institute of Ayurveda 

(AIIA) has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the University of 

Medical Sciences, Cuba. 

 It extended the agreement with Rosenberg European Academy of Ayurveda (REAA), 

Germany, for five more years to take forward collaborative programmes. 
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Rafale Aircraft: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 All 36 Rafale aircraft were delivered to India by France, with the last one touching down 

today (December 17).  

 After taking off from France, the aircraft received a brief mid-flight refuelling from a UAE 

Air Force tanker aircraft, according to the Indian Air Force.  

 India and France struck an intergovernmental agreement wherein Paris committed to 

pay India 60,000 crore rupees for 36 Rafale fighter jets in 2016. 
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Minority Rights Day: 18 December: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Every year on 18 December, Minority Rights Day is observed to promote the rights of 

Minority communities in India.  

 The United Nations on December 18, 1992 adopted and broadcast the Statement on the 

individual's Rights belonging to Religious or Linguistic National or Ethnic Minorities. The 

theme of Minority Rights Day 2022 is "All in 4 Minority Rights". 

 

Madurai Aravind Eye Hospital: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Madurai Aravind Eye Hospital has been awarded the Green Hospital Award by the 

Global Green Hospital Organization for reducing environmental pollution, water and 

electricity consumption.  

 Madurai Aravind Eye Hospital uses high efficiency air conditioners, pumps, LED lights and 

fans to consume less electricity.  

 As a result, electricity consumption has decreased by 25 to 30 percent. In recognition of this, 

the Global Green Hospital Organization has given an award for 2022. 
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Cindy Hook: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games organising committee has named 

American executive Cindy Hook as its first CEO.  

 After speaking with 50 candidates over a six-month period, the organising committee made 

the announcement of the appointment.  

 Cindy Hook is a successful entrepreneur who led Deloitte Asia Pacific from September 1, 

2018, to May 31, 2022. From 2015 until 2018, she served as the company’s CEO in Australia. 
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International Migrants Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 International Migrants Day is observed annually on December 18 to bring attention to 

the social and economic realities of migrants around the world. This day is observed to 

guarantee that the rights of migrants are equally respected and not violated. 

 The mobility of people is still influenced by a range of factors despite the world’s rapid 

growth and change. Currently, 281 million individuals are international migrants who reside 

in nations other than their own.  

 International Migrants Day serves as a reminder that the challenges faced by migrants in 

every country remain unresolved, and policymakers must continue to develop constructive 

and comprehensive policies to address the issue. 
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Leo Varadkar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 As the Prime Minister of Ireland, Leo Varadkar, who is of Indian origin, will take office 

for the second time on December 17, 2022.  

 Leo Varadkar, who has been the Deputy Prime Minister, will take over as the Prime Minister 

again. Varadkar has served as the Prime Minister of Ireland from 2017 to 2020. 
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FIFA World cup: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Messi's Argentina won the FIFA World Cup Final between Argentina and France for 

the third time. Argentina has won the prize money of 347 crore rupees. For the third 

time after 36 years, the Argentine team has won the football world cup in penalty shoot 

out. 

 Lionel Messi's Argentina and France compete for the FIFA World Cup. Argentina return 

home with a prize money of Rs 347 crore for the first prize from Qatar.  

 This is Lionel Messi's last FIFA World Cup win. After 1978 and 1986, Argentina won the 

trophy. Lionel Messi's team recorded this victory with a score of 4 to 2. 

 

Rehan Ahmed: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Rehan Ahmed becomes England’s youngest-ever Test Cricketer to debut in the final 

match between Pakistan and England. 

 Rehan Ahmed will be 18 years and 126 days old when the match begins. Till now, Brian 

Close, who was 18 years and 149 days old, was the youngest player in England during the 

New Zealand vs England match in 1949. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

A wasted chance: 

 Convened after a gap of six months, the Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council on Saturday 

cleared what officials called a ‘pathbreaking’ move to decriminalise certain offences by 

taxpayers, with a higher ₹2 crore threshold for initiating prosecutions, except in cases 

involving fake invoices.  

 Aimed at reducing disputes and chances of tax payer harassment when the stakes are not too 

high, these changes will take time to materialise. The Centre intends to introduce these 

changes in the Finance Bill of 2023-24 to be presented on February 1, 2023, and State 

legislatures will have to amend their respective GST laws too.  

 While industry believes the prosecution threshold could have been raised further, there is 

greater disappointment that the GST Council side-stepped the broader solution to deal with 

rising GST disputes — the long-pending move to set up appellate tribunals as envisaged at the 

launch of the new indirect regime five and a half years ago.  

 To be sure, a report with recommendations on the functioning of these tribunals submitted by 

a group of ministers of the Council was part of this meeting’s agenda, but for now, such 

disputes will continue to clog High Courts.  
 The Council took up a handful of other items — a 5% levy on husk of pulses used as a cattle 

feed input was scrapped, while the tax rate on items such as Fryums and Sports Utility 

Vehicles was ‘clarified’.  

 These minutiae apart, the larger takeaway is the outcomes not pursued — including the 

tribunal proposal, virtually half the agenda was abandoned and discussions were curtailed to a 

little under three hours.  

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said this was done as some States’ representatives had 

other ‘committed business‘ to attend to. This is most surprising as the December 17 date was 

notified well in advance.  
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 It is not clear if some States, otherwise vocal about their pending GST dues and reforms to 

improve their revenue share, sought any rescheduling, if the said Saturday did not suit them. 

Ostensibly, some State Finance Ministers are busy formulating their Budgets for the coming 

year, but the Union Budget preparations did not hold back Ms. Sitharaman from making time 

for this critical dialogue.  

 This almost casual approach of some States towards the apex GST governance mechanism, 

not only means delays in efforts to plug tax leakages in the tobacco and Gutkha business, or 

fix the tax for the booming online gaming business but also bodes ill for the effectiveness of 

the Council. Taxpayers deserve more than such ad hoc, half-hearted, half-day deliberations 

with insipid outcomes. 

A questionable refusal: 

 It is a matter of concern that the Supreme Court has declined to review its May 2022 order 

holding that the Gujarat government is the “appropriate government” to decide on the 

premature release of 11 convicts serving life terms in the Bilkis Bano gang-rape case, which 

also involved the gruesome murder of several others.  

 A court’s jurisdiction to review its own order is limited to correcting any error apparent on the 

face of the record. It is also a discretionary remedy and generally not heard in open court. 

However, it appears that the two-Judge Bench has failed to address a significant error in its 

finding that the decision on remission should be made by the Gujarat government.  

 The case, which arose from one of the many heinous crimes that took place during the 2002 

anti-Muslim pogrom in Gujarat, had been transferred for trial to Mumbai by the Court. The 

appeal arising from it was heard by the Bombay High Court.  

 Section 432(7) of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) says the “appropriate government” 

is “the Government of the State within which the offender is sentenced”. Despite this clear 

provision, the Bench had taken the view that as the offence had taken place in Gujarat, and 

the trial in Mumbai, further matters had returned to the jurisdiction of Gujarat on conclusion 

of trial.  

 It had also noted that the transfer of the trial to another State had taken place under 

“extraordinary circumstances”. The Bench’s view was quite peculiar because it goes against a 

statutory provision.  

 Also, the transfer took place only because a fair trial was not possible in Gujarat. It stands to 

reason that the Gujarat government ought to have been divested of the power to consider 

remission in the same case. 

  Another aspect of the earlier order was that it had specified that the remission should be 

considered under its 1992 policy, as it was the one in force on the day of their conviction. 

Accordingly, in the absence of any specific curbs in that policy on the power to remit the 

sentences of those involved in heinous crimes, the convicts were released.  

 The Centre, it was later revealed, had also concurred with the decision. Fortunately, the 

refusal to review the earlier order will not affect the outcome of a separate petition 

challenging their release.  

 There seem to be enough grounds to question the remission. Court filings suggest that the trial 

judge’s opinion against their release was disregarded. Further, the presence of political 

functionaries, including BJP MLAs, on a committee that recommended their release, may 

have also vitiated the decision.  

 The Supreme Court may still have an opportunity to examine the legitimacy of allowing the 

premature release of those directly involved in communally motivated crimes. 
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