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December 2, 2022 

Yoga Center: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 India's largest yoga center will be set up in Mandlai village in Senani taluk of Jammu 

and Kashmir.  

 And for this work, the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India has allocated Rs. 9,782 

crore, it is modernly constructed with swimming pools, business convention centers, helipads, 

spas, etc. 

 

Nagaland: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Nagaland was created as the 16th state of the Union of India on December 1, 1963 and is 

celebrating its 60th State Day this year. 

 On this occasion the Chief Minister of Nagaland will inaugurate the SAHYOG program of 

the Police and will also flag off the special operations team vehicles of the Nagaland Police. 
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Border Security Force: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Border Security Force, which plays an important role in the security of India's 

international borders, was formed by the Government of India on December 1, 1965. 

 Every year, December 1 is celebrated as the Border Security Force's Insurrection Day to 

commemorate the dedication and hard work of protecting India and serving our nation. 

 

Prasanth Kumar: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Prasanth Kumar, CEO, South Asia of GroupM Media (India) Pvt Ltd, has been elected 

as the president of the Advertising Agencies Association of India (AAAI). He has an 

experience of over 25 years in the Industry.  

 Before joining GroupM, he held positions at Pepsi, The Hindu, The Media Edge, and 

McCann Erickson. He has served as AAAI’s vice president from 2020 to 2022. 

 

BIS: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

with the top six engineering institutes of India for introducing Indian standards as an 

integral part of the curriculum. 

 This initiative is towards institutionalizing engagement of BIS with eminent institutes to 

secure active participation of academia.  

 The MoU was signed with the Indian Institute of Technology BHU, Malaviya National 

Institute of Technology Jaipur, Indian Institute of Technology Indore, Indian Institute of 

Technology Patna, Indian Institute of Technology Madras, and National Institute of 

Technology Trichy on 28 November 2022. 
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Sudarshan Prahar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Indian Army’s Sudarshan Chakra Corps carried out Exercise Sudarshan Prahar in the 

deserts of Rajasthan.  

 The exercise focussed on the synergised application of combat power through the integration 

of force multipliers & practising new battle techniques in an integrated all arms environment 

showcasing high level of professionalism and offensive spirit.  
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National Pollution Control Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 National Pollution Control Day is observed every year on 2 December in India. The day 

is recognized to commemorate the precious lives that were lost in the Bhopal Gas 

Tragedy, one of the greatest industrial disasters in the history of India. 

 The main aim and objectives of celebrating the National Pollution Prevention Day 2022 in 

India is to create awareness among people about the judicious use of industries to prevent 

uncalled-for industrial disasters. 

 

DigiYatra: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The Central government on December 1 launched its facial recognition system 

DigiYatra at Delhi, Bangalore and Varanasi airports, which will allow domestic 

passengers to seamlessly travel without an identification card. 

 The Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia launched the service at Delhi’s Indira 

Gandhi International Airport. The service will enable passengers to travel paperless through 

biometric facial recognition technology (FRT). 
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Industrial park: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin has inaugurated an industrial park at Eraiyur in 

Tamil Nadu’s Perambalur district. He also laid the foundation stone for the Phoenix 

Kothari Footwear Park.  

 The inauguration of the 243.39-acre park of the State Industries Promotion Corporation of 

Tamil Nadu (Sipcot) followed an announcement in the 2022-23 budget session that new parks 

would be set up in Coimbatore, Perambalur, Madurai, Vellore and Tiruvallur districts. 
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International Book Fair: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Minister of School Education Anbil Mahes has said that the International Book Fair in 

Chennai will be held for the first time on Pongal holidays, January 16, 17 and 18. 

 The minister also said that a total of 40 countries are planned to participate in this book fair. 
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‘Yudh Abhyas’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 In a first, four US Army officers part of the 11th Airborne Division were promoted high 

up on Nanda Devi, India’s second-highest Himalayan peak, during the 18th edition of 

India-US joint military exercise ‘Yudh Abhyas’ in Uttarakhand.  

 Capt. Cerruti, Lt. Russell, Lt. Brown and Lt. Hack became the first four USArmy Officers to 

be promoted in the Himalayas during Yudh Abhyas Exercise.  

 US soldiers of 2nd Brigade of the 11th Airborne Division and Indian Army soldiers from the 

Assam Regiment are part of the two-week joint military exercise. 
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International Day for the Abolition of Slavery: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The International Day for the Abolition of Slavery is celebrated, each year, on 

December 2. The day is observed to remind us of the evils of enslavement, forced labour, 

child labour, and sexual exploitation and trafficking and to eliminate slavery practised 

in our time.  

 The International Day for the Abolition of Slavery highlights the history of slavery and why 

its complete abolition is necessary.  

 Slavery continues to persist today through forced labour, child labour, trafficking of women 

and children and illegal organ harvesting, among others. 
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International Computer Literacy Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 December 2 is observed as International Computer Literacy Day. It was started in 2001 

by NIIT, a world-famous Indian computer firm.  

 The day is entirely devoted to Computers and how they are a significant source of concern 

with the modernisation of the planet. 

 The aim is to highlight the importance of computer literacy, which is essential for the present 

times.  

 The day promotes technological skills, especially in children and women, and aims to inspire 

them to learn more and make their work easier by the use of computers. 

 To know, more about the World Computer Literacy day candidates are advised to read the 

below article. 
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Rolls-Royce: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Airline EasyJet and Aircraft Engine maker Rolls-Royce announced that they have 

successfully tested a hydrogen-powered aircraft engine, which is described as the 

World’s First for aviation. 

 They had set a new aviation milestone with the world’s first run of a modern aero engine on 

hydrogen in a test carried out on land earlier this month. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Mixed bag: 

 The latest official GDP estimates show the economy’s expansion decelerated in the July-

September period, dragged down by year-on-year and sequential contractions in 

manufacturing and mining and a broad slowdown in private consumption expenditure and 

government spending.  

 Gross domestic product is projected to have grown by 6.3% from the year-earlier period, a 

sharp deceleration from the 13.5% expansion posted in the first quarter and July-September 

2021’s 8.4% pace.  

 On the Gross Value Added (GVA) side, only three of the eight sectors — agriculture; the 

omnibus contact-intensive services sector of trade, hotels, transport and communications; and 

financial, realty and professional services — posted year-on-year accelerations in growth.  

 And five sectors, including agriculture; electricity, gas, water supply and other utility 

services; and construction posted sequential contractions reflecting the heightened uncertainty 

that the global slowdown, the war in Ukraine and the persistently high domestic inflation have 

together engendered.  

 On the expenditure front, growth in both the bulwark private consumption spending and 

government expenditure slowed appreciably, with the former logging a 9.7% year-on-year 

expansion, compared with the first-quarter growth of 25.9%, and the latter shrinking by 4.4% 

after expanding 1.3% in the April-June period.  

 However, sequentially, private consumption signalled some festival-led rebound as it 

registered a tentative 1% growth, and a 3.4% quarter-on-quarter growth in gross fixed capital 

formation pointed to a growing willingness to invest on the part of private businesses. Chief 

Economic Adviser V. Anantha Nageswaran was emphatic that the economy’s recovery from 

the disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic was well underway and, notwithstanding 

the global headwinds, put the country on track to achieve 6.8% to 7% growth this fiscal.  

 Still, the challenge posed by data variability and revisions, which a top RBI policymaker 

recently flagged, is a crucial element that cannot be ignored and is best underscored by the 

fact that the ‘Discrepancies’ entry in the latest GDP estimates hit a nine-quarter high of 2.9%. 

Also, the official core sector data for October, showing combined output across the eight key 

industries that include cement, coal, fertilizers, electricity and refinery products, struggled to 

inch its way up.  

 Policymakers can ill-afford to drop their guard as they battle to rein in growth-sapping 

inflation and must ensure that credit conditions remain supportive of the real economy. 

Dispiriting politics: 

 In the first phase of the Gujarat Assembly elections on Thursday, a turnout of over 60% was 

recorded in 89 seats spread across the 19 districts of Saurashtra, Kutch and South Gujarat. A 

total of 788 candidates are in the fray in the first phase.  

 In the second phase, the remaining 93 seats will vote on December 5. The entry of the Aam 

Admi Party (AAP) has opened new possibilities in the State where the BJP and the Congress 

have traditionally been the two poles.  

 The AAP appears to have emerged as a strong force in certain parts of Surat city and the 

Saurashtra region, turning the contest triangular in seats such as Varachha Road, Katargam 

and Olpad.  
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 The party’s chief ministerial candidate, Isudan Gadhvi, is contesting from Jam Khambhalia in 

Saurashtra and the president of its State unit, Gopal Italia, is contesting from Katargam in 

Surat. In the 2017 elections, the Congress had done well in the Saurashtra region, winning 

seats in the districts of Amreli, Morbi, Surendranagar, Gir Somnath, and Junagadh; while the 

BJP had retained its hold over Surat city and other South Gujarat districts. The extent of the 

AAP’s impact is difficult to measure given its top-down approach to campaigning and the 

non-existence of any party structure on the ground.  
 The Morbi bridge tragedy that claimed at least 141 lives was a prelude to the poll season but 

the massive governance failure and corruption associated with it did not become an issue in 

the campaign. The Congress chose to run a low-key campaign, avoiding direct attacks on 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and trying to keep the focus on day-to-day issues of 

governance, corruption, inflation and unemployment.  

 Party leader Rahul Gandhi, who fronted its campaign in 2017, visited the State only once this 

time. The BJP campaign is being spearheaded by Mr. Modi who increased the frequency of 

visits to his home State from March this year. After the announcement of the poll, he held a 

dozen rallies and roadshows in Surat, tribal pockets in South Gujarat, and Saurashtra.  

 The BJP relied on emotive issues such as the alleged insults of Mr. Modi by the Congress, the 

communal violence of 2002, and the construction of the Ram temple in Ayodhya, mostly 

aimed at communal polarisation, and sidestepped any discussion on governance in the State 

where it has been in power for 27 uninterrupted years.  

 The BJP’s reluctance to seek votes on its governance record can be read as admission of its 

failure. But this still might not cost it heavily. 
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