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December 20, 2022 

SSB: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Sashastra Seema Bal commemorated its '59th Raising Day' on 20 December 2022. Sashastra 

Seema Bal, SSB is a border guarding force of India, which guards the nation's border 

with Nepal and Bhutan.   

 It is one of the five Central Armed Police Forces and it works under the administration of the 

Ministry of Home Affairs. 

 

Ladakh and the Jammu and Kashmir Bank Ltd: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Ladakh and the Jammu and Kashmir Bank Ltd have signed an MoU to provide banking 

facilities to the UT employees.  

 Under the MoU, J & K Bank would give the most favoured client status to the UT 

Administration as well as the active permanent employees who have their salary 

accounts in J & K Bank.  

 Both the signing parties also agreed to work on all banking services with J & K Bank. 
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Escape Tunnel: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 India's longest escape tunnel was completed by the Indian Railways on 15 December 2022. 

The track is 12.89 km long, built on the 111 km under-construction Banihal-Katra railway 

line in Jammu and Kashmir.  

 This longest tunnel is part of the Udhampur - Srinagar - Baramulla Railway Line 

(USBRL) project. The escape tunnel ' T-13 ' has been constructed to facilitate rescue 

work in case of an emergency. 
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Spectrum auction: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 India will be the first country to auction spectrum for satellite communication. Telecom 

Regulatory Authority of India (Trai) will make recommendations to make permissions 

required for satellite communication from various ministries. 

 Trai has received a reference from Telecom Department for the spectrum required to be put to 

auction and associated aspects of satellite-based communication. 
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High-level task force: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Madhya Pradesh government has constituted a high-level task force, which will make 

recommendations about regulating online gambling and gaming on 16 December 2022. 

It will be headed by the state chief secretary Iqbal Singh Bains. 

 It has been constituted to examine various judicial precedents, legal situations and technical 

aspects related to prevention and controlling online gambling. 
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Urban-20: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Chief Minister of Gujarat Bhupendra Patel unveiled the logo, website, and social media 

handles of the Urban-20 conference in Gandhinagar on 19 December 2022. 

 Ahmedabad will host the Urban-20 cycles as part of G-20 meetings between February to 

July 2023. The ceremony was inaugurated virtually by the Union Minister for Urban 

Development and Urban Housing Hardeep Singh Puri. 
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JEF: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Latvia hosted the 3rd summit meeting of the Joint Expeditionary Force (JEF) on 19 December 

2022 in Riga, Latvia.  

 It is one of the Baltic states; and is bordered by Estonia to north, Lithuania to the south, 

Russia to the east, Belarus to the southeast. 

 President: Egils Levits, Prime Minister : Krišjānis Kariņš. The Republic of Latvia was 

established on 18 November 1918. 
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India & Netherlands: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India & Netherlands hold 11th foreign office consultations. The Netherlands is a country in 

northwestern Europe. It is the largest of four constituent countries of the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands.  

 It borders Germany to the east, and Belgium to the south, with a North Sea coastline to 

the north and west. Capital: Amsterdam. Continent: Europe. Official language: Dutch. 
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Mars rover Perseverance: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 NASA's Mars rover Perseverance will begin dropping samples of rock onto the surface 

of the Red Planet in December 2022.  

 The materials have been packaged in titanium tubes.It is a major milestone in the quest to find 

out if there is life on Mars.  

 Perseverance will place 10 cylinders on the ground at its exploration site in Jezero Crater. 

There will also be examples of Martian soil and air. 
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GBF: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Over 190 countries have adopted a landmark biodiversity pact to restore natural 

ecosystems. At the UN Biodiversity Conference, COP15 in Montreal, these countries agreed 

to protect 30 percent of the planet by 2030. 

 Under the Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF), countries also agreed to reduce harmful 

government subsidies worth 500 billion dollars annually. 
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International Human Solidarity Day: 20 December: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 International Human Solidarity Day is observed on 20 December every year to highlight the 

importance of unity in diversity. It was introduced by the UN General Assembly during the 

2005 World Summit and was formally established on 22 December 2005.  

 The theme for the year 2022 is promote solidarity among all and encourage people to 

work together towards eliminating hunger on a global scale. 
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Harvard University: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Harvard University appointed Claudine Gay, a dean of the Faculty of Arts and Science, 

as its new President on 16 December 2022. She is the first African American to the post at 

the university. 

 She is also the 2nd woman to be elected to head the school in Cambridge, Massachusetts. She 

will take over as the university's 30th president on July 1, 2023, and will succeed Lawrence S. 

Bacow. 

 

GFSI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The 2022 Global Food Security Index (GFSI) report was released by the British weekly The 

Economist in December 2022. The report shows a deterioration in the global food 

environment for the third year, threatening food security.  

 Finland topped the list while India is ranked at 68th position. South Africa overtook 

Tunisia to become the most food-secure country in Africa. 
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Morocco: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 FIFA has announced that Morocco will host the next football Club World Cup. The 

tournament will take place from 1-11 Feb 2023.  

 The most recent edition of the tournament was held in the UAE in February 2022 and was 

won by the English football club, Chelsea. 

 Morocco has hosted the Club World Cup in 2013 and 2014. The Real Madrid football club of 

Spain has won the cup a maximum of 4 times. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Destiny’s man: 

 Sporting greats can at times impose their will on the game. On a delirious Sunday night at 

Doha’s Lusail Stadium, it was Lionel Messi’s turn to dominate and clinch the FIFA World 

Cup for Argentina.  

 This was a summit clash for the ages as France twice reversed the deficit to draw level at 3-3 

before Argentina prevailed at 4-2 in the penalties. Having seen 35 summers and multiple 

heart-breaks in his previous four World Cups, the latest final offered Messi one last chance at 

wresting the cup that was previously secured for Argentina by the great Diego Maradona in 

the 1986 Mexico edition.  

 A nation’s expectations, the world’s gaze and his teammates yearning for the greatest trophy, 

all rested on Messi’s magical feet. It is always difficult for an individual to flourish within a 

team-sport.  

 It needs synergy, a common desire and an equitable distribution of skill sets. Messi prospered 

in his previous stint with FC Barcelona, has won four Champions League titles, seven Ballon 

d’Or awards, led Argentina to a Copa America triumph and yet the World Cup remained 

elusive until Sunday’s pulsating final against a doughty rival thriving on Kylian Mbappe’s 

exploits.  

 Through this World Cup and despite the shock loss to Saudi Arabia in its first match, 

Argentina found a throbbing spine in Messi. The captain was the indulgent patriarch, scoring 

goals but more importantly setting up assists that were soaked in magic realism.  

 The pass to Nahuel Molina against the Netherlands and the way he sold a dummy to Croatian 

defender Josko Gvardiol before setting up Julian Alvarez, were incredible efforts that took the 

mesmerised opposition by surprise and fed the adulatory anticipation of his teammates.  

 In the final, Messi was in the thick of action luring the defenders before blessing his fellow 

strikers with quick crosses. Di Maria, like Alvarez in the previous games, could weave in. 
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Yet, in a match that witnessed Argentina’s possessional superiority, France deserves credit for 

the way a comeback was executed.  

 Mbappe and Messi, who turn out for Paris Saint-Germain FC, as expected dictated the flow of 

the game. Maradona, who died two years ago, and an ailing Pele have ideal successors in 

Messi and Mbappe.  

 In a World Cup lit up by the exploits of African and Asian countries with an upset always 

around the corner, Argentina and France showed that pedigreed teams can last the distance 

through resilience and a hint of magic, like the one that shimmered from the boots of Messi 

and Mbappe. 

A planet in crisis: 

 A month after the 27th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (COP27) in Egypt, diplomatic retinue went into a contentious huddle again 

to save the planet — in Montreal, Canada, this time, and as the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD).  

 While both these conferences can trace their origins to the Rio summit of 1992, the CBD does 

not get anywhere near the media attention COP commands. There are no world leaders and 

heads of state making grandiloquent commitments because the CBD largely continues to be 

framed as an ‘environmentalist’ concern, much like what COP used to be, until the forces of 

capitalism managed to reimagine the idea of a planet being inexorably slow-cooked in 

greenhouse gases to one that may yet be saved by renewable energy sources — and at the 

very least — make some entrepreneurs rich.  
 Unlike cyclones and melting glaciers that have become visual aids to bring home the climate 

crisis wrought by invisible gases, biodiversity loss continues to be largely invisible despite its 

victims being extremely visible.  

 Based on current trends, the UN reckons, an estimated 34,000 plant and 5,200 animal species, 

including one in eight of the world’s bird species, face extinction. About 30% of breeds of 

main farm animal species are currently at high risk of extinction. Forests are home to much of 

the known terrestrial biodiversity, but about 45% of the earth’s original forests are gone, 

cleared mostly during the past century.  

 Yet, because much of this extinction is not finely accounted for as the rise in per capita 

carbon emissions or temperature swings, it fails to evoke the urgency it deserves. In this light, 

India’s stance, i.e., of not wanting hard targets on proposals such as reducing the use of 

pesticides, given that their effects on impacting biodiversity are documented, and conserving 

30% of land and sea, seems anachronistic particularly when it sees itself as a champion of 

conservation and living in harmony with nature.  

 While India, adopting a negotiating tack from climate conferences, has argued that different 

nations have differing levels of responsibility towards biodiversity conservation (which 

requires richer nations to be more generous funders of global conservation efforts), it is well 

known that such demands are a dead end unless countries agree to definite targets.  

 What cannot be measured, as the adage goes, cannot be understood or addressed. Elizabeth 

Maruma Mrema, Executive Secretary of the CBD, has described the negotiations as one that 

should result in a “Paris moment for nature”; while this was not quite what happened, 

countries have agreed on preparing concrete road maps by 2024 and the richer ones, 

committing $30 billion an annum by 2030. But seeing tangible outcomes is a long time away. 
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