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December 28, 2022 

Hasmukh Adhia and SS Rathore: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Hasmukh Adhia and SS Rathore have been appointed as the Chief advisor and advisor 

respectively to the chief minister of Gujarat Bhupendra Patel on 27 December 2022.  

 SS Rathore is a former secretary of the roads and buildings department of the Gujarat 

government. 

 Adhia is currently serving as non - executive chairman of the Bank of Baroda and chancellor 

of the Central University of Gujarat. 

 

Union Home Ministry: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Union Home Ministry on 27 December 2022 gave its consent to change the names of two 

places in Uttar Pradesh. 

 The ministry approved changing the name of the municipal council 'Mundera Baazar' in 

Gorakhpur district to 'Chauri-Chaura' and that of 'Telia Afghan' village in Deoria district to 

'Telia Shukla'.  

 Under Article 3 of the constitution, Parliament has the power to change the name of a 

state. 
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New Consulates: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the opening of new Consulates in Maldives, Lithuania 

on 27 December 2022. India has opened missions in 14 African countries out of the 18 

announced in March 2018. 

 Three new Missions in Estonia, Paraguay and the Dominican Republic, approved by Cabinet 

in December 2020, were made operational in January 2022. 

 

ZUF: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The government of India and the Manipur government have signed a Cessation of 

Operation Agreement with an insurgent group of Manipur, Zeliangrong United Front 

(ZUF) on 27 December 2022.  

 Under the agreement the ZUF has agreed to abjure violence and join the peaceful democratic 

process. The Zeliangrong United Front (ZUF) was established in 2011. It is a Naga group 

which is active in Manipur. 

 

NTPC & Technimont Pvt Ltd: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 India's largest power generation company National Thermal Power Corporation 

Limited (NTPC) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Technimont 

Pvt Ltd, the Indian subsidiary of Italy-based Maire Tecnimont Group, on 26 December 

2022. 

 This green methanol project involves capturing carbon from NTPC's power plants and 

converting it into green fuel. 
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Santosh Kumar Yadav: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Government of India has appointed Santosh Kumar Yadav as the chairman of the 

National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) on 26 December 2022. He is a 1995 batch 

IAS officer of the UP cadre.  

 He is currently additional secretary in the Department of School Education and Literacy, 

Ministry of Education. Subhasish Panda has also been appointed as Delhi Development 

Authority (DDA) vice chairman. 
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"MSME Prerana": 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Indian Bank has launched its flagship business mentoring program for Micro Small, 

and Medium Enterprises (MSME) entrepreneurs-'MSME Prerana'-in the state of 

Rajasthan.  

 "MSME Prerana", is a first - of-its-kind initiative for the MSME sector in the country by any 

bank. It aims at empowering MSME Entrepreneurs through skill development and capacity 

building training in their local languages. 
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Prabhu Chandra Mishra: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Prabhu Chandra Mishra awarded Atal Samman Award for his excellence in field of 

science & research on 27 December 2022.  

 His area of work is StemCell & Regenerative Medicine in infertility. He is the President of 

International Association of StemCell & Regenerative Medicine. 
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Government of India & ADB: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) on 27 December 

2022 signed a $125 million loan to improve urban services in the state of Tamil Nadu. 

 It is signed to develop climate-resilient sewage collection and treatment, and drainage and 

water supply systems in three cities. ADB President: Masatsugu Asakawa. ADB 

Headquarters: Manila, Philippines. 
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International Day of Epidemic Preparedness: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 International Day of Epidemic Preparedness is observed every year on December 27 to 

create awareness about the pandemic.  

 It aims to facilitate exchange of information, dissemination of scientific knowledge and 

ensure exchange of best practices at the international level.  
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 The UN General Assembly on December 7, 2020 declared December 27 as the International 

Day for Pandemic Preparedness. 

 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

Staying prepared: 

 Three years after strict enforcement of its Zero-COVID strategy, China abandoned it abruptly, 

leading to a jump in cases each day — an estimated 250 million people were infected in 20 

days in December, according to the media, overwhelming hospitals and crematoria. Based on 

30 genome sequences deposited between October and December and 14 genome sequences in 

December alone from China, the BF.7 appears to be the dominant variant.  

 Though this variant was found in many countries, including India, months ago, there is fear 

that the uncontrolled spread of the virus in China may result in newer variants with an even 

higher transmissibility.  

 For instance, the BF.7 sub-lineage with three additional immune escape mutations already 

seen in other variants has been found in some people arriving from China; these mutations 

may increase transmissibility further but will not increase disease severity. With a case surge 

in a few more countries, India has taken the right and proactive measures to be ready for any 

eventuality.  

 With over 90% of the adult population already fully vaccinated by July this year, over one-

fourth of adults also boosted, and a large percentage of the population also naturally infected, 

the chances of India witnessing large-scale deaths as seen during the second wave last year 

from existing variants are slim.  

 In fact, given that a large percentage of the population enjoys hybrid immunity from 

vaccination and natural infection leading to all Omicron sub-lineages causing only a mild 
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disease, the focus in India should not be on daily new infections but only on any increase in 

hospitalisations, particularly ICU admissions.  
 It is, therefore, not surprising that the Health Ministry has urged States to only ramp up 

genome sequencing (and not increase testing) to track new variants as the virus evolves by 

accumulating mutations.  

 The pace of genome sequencing in India has to be scaled up soon after a dramatic slowdown 

this year. The Government in an effort to minimise the chances of the spread of new variants 

has introduced 2% random post-arrival sampling of international passengers and mandatory 

RT-PCR tests for arrivals from China and four other countries. The Ministry has also advised 

States to ensure uninterrupted supply of medical oxygen and conduct a drill in health facilities 

to ensure operational readiness.  

 With seven COVID-19 vaccines, including the intranasal vaccine, manufactured using 

different vaccine platforms approved for use, India is vaccine self-sufficient. Besides 

homologous boosters, a couple of vaccines have got approval as a heterologous booster dose 

too. On the antiviral front, a Hyderabad-based company recently received WHO’s 

prequalification for a generic version of Pfizer’s COVID-19 oral antiviral drug, Paxlovid. 

Clarity and confusion: 

 Congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra, or ‘unite India march’, is an audacious 

attempt to reimagine the country’s politics. Now on a nine-day break, it will resume from 

Delhi on January 3, towards Srinagar in Kashmir.  

 It began in Kanyakumari on September 7, and has covered over 2,800 kilometres. Against the 

backdrop of polarising sectarian rhetoric that has become the easiest route to political power, 

his message of harmony is as inspiring as it is innocently idealistic.  

 Through his speeches and interactions, he has tried to frame a new charter for political action 

that is dissociated from immediate electoral calculations. It is in some ways a compromise in 

its attempt to find the middle ground between a status quo politics that merely mirror and 

reproduce existing social realities, and a radicalism that tries to transform the society through 

political action.  

 By paying tributes to A.B. Vajpayee, the first Prime Minister from the Bharatiya Janata Party 

(BJP), Mr. Gandhi has sought to make a distinction between the current iteration of Hindutva 

from its own original content and intent, tenuous as that may be. Over the march, he has, 

without doubt, emerged as the staunchest opponent of Hindutva, but that may not add to his 

capacity to confront it or to establish himself as the fulcrum of politics opposed to it. For Mr. 

Gandhi, social harmony is the means and ends of politics.  

 That conception has a fundamental challenge though, because politics cannot escape 

contestation and combat, as Mr. Gandhi’s own valiant opposition to the BJP and its Hindutva 

ideology bears out. It is not entirely original to think of politics as a medium of social 

transformation rather than the route to capturing state power.  

 From the Mahatma to Vinoba Bhave to Jayaprakash Narayan, India has a long history of 

people and movements that saw politics as a moral pursuit. Political ideologies such as 

Hindutva and Marxism see state power not as an end in itself, but as the instrument of social 

transformation that they aim for.  

 The current power-ideology complex of Hindutva has attained a level of hegemony and 

efficiency that it is self-perpetuating. Its unprecedented totalising grip over India is based on a 

political adaptation of Hinduism, a philosophy that has connected people to one another and 

their land over millennia.  
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 Mr. Gandhi is cognisant of the reality that confronts him and his intentions are beyond 

reproach. Figuring out the complex correlation between state power and social goals is more 

challenging. Translating moral clarity to sustainable politics is the task at hand for Mr. 

Gandhi. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/

