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December 29, 2022 

Sanjay Singh: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Indian Oil Officers Association (IOOA) has announced that Sanjay Singh has been 

elected all India president of Indian Oil Officers Association. 

 The newly elected apex body of 100A comprises Sanjay Singh, president; Rituraj Barooah, 

vice president; Anoop Singh, general secretary; Syed Qamar Ahmed, general treasurer; and 

Bal Krishan Prajapati, additional general secretary. 

 

Lokayukta Bill 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Maharashtra assembly has passed the Lokayukta Bill 2022, which brings the chief 

minister and council of ministers under the ambit of the anti corruption ombudsman. 

Maharashtra has become the 1st state to do so.  

 According to the Bill, the Lokayukta will have to seek the approval of the assembly before 

initiating any inquiry against the CM and bringing a motion before the session of the house. 
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SRAM & MRAM Group: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 UK-based conglomerate SRAM & MRAM Group has introduced its investment and 

growth accelerator arm, Startup Wings, in India. 

 It will support Indian startups through funding, mentoring, industry network, and its deep 

experience of working in the global start up ecosystem.  

 Besides, the group will also invest in 100 women-led start - ups to encourage women 

entrepreneurs in India. 

 

'Statistical Tables relating to Banks in India: 2021-

22': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 The Reserve Bank has released its web publication entitled 'Statistical Tables relating to 

Banks in India: 2021-22' covering the activities of the Indian banking sector. 
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 The publication presents entity - wise information on major items of liabilities and assets 

along with their maturity profile; income and expenses; select financial ratios, number of 

employees etc. 

 

E-Sports: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Government has officially recognised e-sports in the country. E-Sports will now be 

a part of the "multisports event" category in India under the Ministry of Youth Affairs 

and Sports.  

 E-Sports, short for electronic sports, is a form of competition using video games. The decision 

will boost the growth of the country's E - Sports industry. 
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IOC & TB: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) on 28 December 2022 announced that id it has signed a 

memorandum of understanding (MoU) to collaborate with state authorities in fighting 

the menace of Tuberculosis in Uttar Pradesh and Chhatisgarh. 

 The agreement is part of the government's vision to end Tuberculosis in India by 2025. It 

aims to offer free TB treatment to the people of UP and Chhatisgarh. 
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NESTS & Amazon: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 National Education Society for Tribal Students (NESTS) partnered with Amazon to 

organize a two day capacity building program for EMRS (Eklavya Model Residential 

School) teachers to implement the Amazon Future Engineer Program. 

 The collaboration between NESTS and amazon will empower teachers and students in digital 

education. It will serve as a stepping stone in creating Computer awareness for the tribal 

students of EMRSs. 

 

ADB & WAPCOS: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) in its report released on Annual Procurement, 

ranked WAPCOS (Water and Power Consultancy Services (India) Limited) as the top 

Consulting Services Firm in Water and other Infrastructure Sectors on 28 December 

2022.  

 WAPCOS figured amongst the top 3 Consultants from India involved in Consulting Services 

Contracts under ADB funded projects.  WAPCOS is the only Indian Public Sector featuring 

in the above categories. 
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Ashwini Vaishnaw: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union Minister of Electronics and Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw on 28 

December 2022 launched the 'Stay Safe Online' campaign and the 'Digital Innovation 

Alliance (DIA)' programme.  

 It is among the first ever programmes to be launched worldwide as a G-20 initiative. DIA 

programme is launched to recognise and support start-ups developing innovative digital 

solutions. 

 

Gramin Dak Sevaks: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  
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 The Department of Posts has launched an Online request Transfer Portal for Gramin 

Dak Sevaks on 28 December 2022. The Department of Posts has the largest network of 

Post Offices in the world consisting of more than 1,56,000 Post Offices across India.  

 The entire transfer process of Dak Sevaks, and issuing transfer orders, has now been made 

paperless and simple through the above portal. 

 

Suryoday Small Finance Bank: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The Reserve Bank of India has approved the re-appointment of Baskar Babu 

Ramachandran as MD & CEO of Suryoday Small Finance Bank for three years with 

effect from January 23, 2023.  

 Suryoday Small Finance Bank (Suryoday SFB) is a scheduled commercial bank. The SFB 

commenced its business with effect from January 23, 2017. The bank has a wide presence 

across 13 states and UTs across India. 
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar will visit the Republic of Cyprus and Austria from 

December 29 to 3 January 2023. This year marks 60 years of diplomatic relations between 

India and Cyprus. 

 In Austria, He will meet Austrian Federal Minister for European and International Affairs, 

Alexander Schallenberg. 2023 marks 75 years of diplomatic relations between India and 

Austria. 
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Lieutenant General Arvind Walia: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Lieutenant General Arvind Walia has been appointed as the next Engineer-in-Chief of 

the Indian Army on 27 December 2022. He would be succeeding Lt Gen Harpal Singh who 

is superannuating on December 31. 

 An officer of the 1986 batch, Lt Gen Walia is an alumnus of the Indian Military Academy, 

Dehradun. He was also an instructor at the College of Defence Management in Secunderabad. 
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'Bijli Utsav': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 REC Limited, a Maharatna Company under the Ministry of Power, organized 'Bijli 

Utsav' in the Baksa dist of Assam on 28 December 2022.  

 The event highlights the consumer rights to electricity, the benefits of electricity and the 

challenges faced during electrification in remote areas, and how the quality of life improves 

with access to power. REC Limited Established: 1969. 

 

'Spice Coast': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The 10 day Bekal international beach festival is being held at Bekal Palikkere Beach in 

Kasaragod of Kerala from December 24, 2022. The 'Spice Coast' is in the far north of 

Kerala, popularly known as North Malabar. 

 Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurated the 10- day first International Beach Festival. 

The festival reflects a cross- section of culture and the unique identity of the land. 
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India & Bangladesh: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Project management consultancy contract signed between India, Bangladesh. The 

Project Management Consultancy (PMC) services contract for the upgradation of the 

Mongla port was signed in Dhaka in December 2022.  

 The project is being financed under India's concessional Line of Credit (LOC) of USD 4.5 

billion extended to Bangladesh. The contract was signed between Mongla Port Authority 

(MPA) and EGIS India Consulting Engineers Pvt Ltd. 
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Oil and petroleum products: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Russia has announced to ban oil supplies to countries that have introduced price caps on 

Russian oil and petroleum products in response to Moscow's operation in Ukraine. President 

Vladimir Putin has signed a decree in this regard.  

 The decree will be in effect for five months from 1st February until 1st July 2023. Russia 

is the world's second - largest oil exporter after Saudi Arabia. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Turning tide: 

 India’s goods exports rebounded from a nearly 17% dip in October to a mild 0.6% uptick in 

November. While the value of exports recovered to $32 billion from $29.8 billion in October, 

it is still significantly below the $39 billion averaged between April and September.  

 Imports growth moderated to 5.4% with the value of shipments slipping to $55.9 billion — a 

level last seen in February 2022, which was followed by seven months of import bills of 

around $60 billion.  

 The merchandise trade deficit eased below $25 billion for the first time in five months. The 

easing of some commodities’ prices may help curb the import bill and deficit to some extent, 

but this could cut both ways as the value of some exports that boomed because of global price 

trends earlier, will also decline.  

 A part of the import bill dip was triggered by lower non-oil cargo, signalling slowing 

domestic demand, but non-oil exports’ performance is a greater worry. Their share in exports 

growth has been shrinking since June, with the contraction accelerating for many sectors from 

September to November — engineering goods that drove much of India’s record $422 billion 

goods exports in 2021-22, contracted 11.3% while textiles fell a steeper 25%.  
 India’s exports declined about 16.7% in October compared with the year-earlier period. This 

is the first slide reported for any month since February 2021. October imports rose at a much 

milder pace than earlier, most likely because of softening commodity prices worldwide, and 

trade deficit widened by as much as 50%.Engineering goods, which have lent a strong 

shoulder to India’s goods exports in recent years, slid 21%.  
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 The Engineering Export Promotion Council of India Chairman Arun Garodia attributed the 

slowdown to high inflation in developed regions, falling demand in China, slowdown in the 

EU and the U.S. and the Russia-Ukraine war.  

 The Commerce Ministry pointed out that for October, a decline of $2 billion worth of exports 

was seen in steel and allied products, highlighting the fact that the government had levied an 

export duty on these products to help increase local availability and hence temper local prices.  

 The government has since removed this duty. The Ministry also highlighted that in the month 

of Diwali every year, workers tend to take leave, thus impacting output. Therefore, one 

should wait and see whether export decline was only a blip or whether it was a trend that 

would stay. 

Laboured wages: 

 A testy exchange in the Rajya Sabha between the Minister of State for Rural Development, 

Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, and the Trinamool Congress MP, Jawhar Sircar, on the withholding of 

funds for the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) 

in West Bengal laid bare a key implementation issue — wage delays.  

 A report by the non-profit organisation LibTech India found that ₹2,744 crore was still due to 

workers for work done since December 26, 2021. The delay in the payment, which is contrary 

to what is stated in Section 3 of the NREG Act, has resulted in a drop in the number of 

households working under the scheme in the State — from 77 lakh during the pandemic years 

to 16 lakh in the current financial year.  

 The current number falls short of the 49.25 lakh households which availed the scheme in the 

last pre-COVID-19 year as well. The Union Government in its response suggested that funds 

have been blocked only in West Bengal for “non-compliance with the directives of the 

Central government” and this pertains to prior fund misuse, but the Trinamool Congress 

government’s response is legitimate.  

 The State has answered queries related to the misuse and the blocking of funds to workers; 

the fact that misuse has reportedly covered only a fraction of the grants suggests that workers 

are being unduly punished.  
 Wage delays have been a chronic problem with MGNREGS, which, beyond being a form of 

insurance for the poorest rural households, was a boon during the pandemic years, giving 

succour not only to such households but also to migrant workers from urban areas as 

alternative employment. 

 Earlier this year, the delays in funds disbursal to the States were on account of procedural 

delays and an overhauling of the Public Financial Management System (Finance Ministry). 

This should not be a problem if the Union government sets aside adequate funds at the 

beginning of the financial year.  

 While an emphasis on reducing misuse is necessary — in particular, ensuring that the scheme 

is put into use by actually undertaking public works — the misplaced reliance on technocratic 

approaches has stymied its implementation.  

 The Government has now made digital capture of MGNREGS attendance mandatory at work 

sites, despite issues such as the lack of technical support, the necessity to own a smartphone, 

and workable Internet connections at the sites not having been fully resolved. A scheme such 

as MGNREGS needs to evolve while keeping its core idea of a demand-driven work 

allocation intact. Treating it as a burden will only hurt genuine beneficiaries. 
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