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December 3, 2022 

DIVY KALA MELA-2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Union Minister Dr. Virendra Kumar will inaugurate DIVY KALA MELA-2022 at 

Swami Vivekananda Road , Near Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Statue, India Gate in 

New Delhi on 2 Dec 22.  

 Around 200 Divyang artisans / artists and entrepreneurs from about 22 states / UTs will be 

showcasing their products and skills. 

 

Sangai Festival: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The State of Manipur celebrates the Sangai Festival. It started in the year 2010. Its 

objective is to showcase Manipur as a world class tourism destination.  

 The festival is named after the State animal, Sangai. It showcases Arts & Culture, Handloom, 

Handicrafts, Indigenous Sports, Cuisine and Music of the state etc. 

 

NADA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) to host Inclusion Conclave for athletes with 

disabilities on 02 December 2022. This is being held to sharpen the focus on anti-doping 

education and processes for athletes with disabilities. 

 NADA is India's national organization responsible for promoting, coordinating, and 

monitoring the doping control program in sports in all its forms. 
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REC Limited: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 REC Limited signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Power Finance 

Corporation as per the DPE Performance Evaluation System for FY 2022-23. 

 REC Limited is an NBFC focusing on Power Sector Financing and Development across 

India. Established in 1969, REC Limited has completed over fifty years in the area of its 

operations. 

 

Divya Kala Mela: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 The Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Dr. Virendra Kumar 

inaugurated the Divya Kala Mela at India Gate, New Delhi on 2 Dec 2022.  

 The fair is being organized by the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities 

under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment from 2 -7 Dec 2022.  

 It aims to provide a platform for the products and craftsmanship of Divyang artisans. 

 

Hansraj Gangaram Ahir: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Hansraj Gangaram Ahir appointed as Chairperson of National Commission for 

Backward Classes on 2 December 2022. He belongs to Maharashtra and is an 

Agriculturist by profession.  

 He belongs to District Chandrapur, State of Maharashtra. He had been Union Minister of 

State for Home Affairs and Union Minister of State for Chemicals and Fertilizers, 

Government of India during the 16th Lok Sabha. 
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Vijender Sharma: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Vijender Sharma has been elected as the new president of the Institute of Cost 

Accountants of India for the year 2022-23. Rakesh Bhalla was elected as the vice 

president for 2022-23.  

 V. Sharma is a fellow member of ICAI and a law graduate and a leading practicing cost 

accountant since 1998 and an insolvency professional since January 2017. 
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"Swar Dharohar Festival": 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Ministry of Culture in collaboration with "Swar Dharohar Foundation, inaugurated a three 

day "Swar Dharohar Festival" in New Delhi on 2 December 2022.  

 Swar Dharohar Festival is a Music, Art & Literature Festival to showcase the iconic art 

and culture of India.  

 Swar Dharohar festival was inaugurated today by Chief Guest Mehtab Ali (Sitar Player) and 

Pt Lalit Prasad (Classical Vocal). 
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Uttar Pradesh government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Uttar Pradesh government has decided to promote one sport in one district. Under the 

One District, One Sport scheme, players will get training in the specified sport for their 

district to play both at national and international events. 

 The aim is to provide a platform for budding sportspersons so that they can participate in 

prestigious national and international championships and win medals. 
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Kirit Parekh: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Kirit Parekh panel set up by the government of India to review the gas pricing 

formula in India has submitted its report to the Government of India on 30 November.  

 It has recommended to deregulate gas prices in India by Jan 1, 2026.In September 22, the 

government constituted the committee, led by former Planning Commission member Kirit 

Parikh, to review the gas pricing formula to ensure a fair price. 

 

Department of Pension and Pensioners Welfare: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Department of Pension and Pensioners Welfare launched a nationwide campaign for the 

promotion of Digital Life Certificate for Central Government pensioners in Dec 22.  

 The objective of the campaign is to promote the use of Face Authentication technology and 

Digital Life Certificates to ensure transparency.  

 As of Nov 2022, 2.82 lakh DLCs have been created through Face authentication. 
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Sylhet-Silchar Festival: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The first Sylhet-Silchar Festival to celebrate the cultural ties between India and 

Bangladesh began on Dec 2, 2022 in Assam's Barak Valley. It is being organised by 

India Foundation under the aegis of Ministry of Culture.  

 The event will commemorate 75 years of India's Independence and 50th anniversary of 

Bangladesh's liberation from Pakistan. 

 

Greece & Turkey: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 In June 2022, Turkey alleged that Greece has been building 3 military presence in 

violation of international treaties that guarantee the unarmed status of the Aegean 

islands.  

 Greece asserts that Turkey has intentionally misinterpreted the treaties & it has legal 

justification to defend itself. Recently, the two NATO allies traded Oarbs about airspace 

violations over the Aegean Sea. 

 

Wassenaar Arrangement: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India will assume chairmanship of the plenary of the Wassenaar Arrangement for a 

year on January 1, 2023.  

 At the 26th annual plenary of the Wassenaar Arrangement held in Vienna from November 30- 

December 1, Ireland's ambassador Eoin O'Leary handed over the chairmanship to India's 

ambassador Jaideep Mazumdar.  
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 India joined the Wassenaar Arrangement in Dec 2017 as its 42nd participating state. 

 

Agni Warrior: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The 12th Edition of Exercise Agni Warrior, a bilateral exercise between Singapore and 

Indian Army concluded at Field Firing Ranges, Devlali. 

 The exercise included participation by both sides in a joint computer war game as part of the 

joint planning process.  

 India was among the first countries to set up diplomatic relations after the independence of 

Singapore on 24 August 1965. 
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Pakistan: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Pakistan has topped the list of countries at the highest risk of experiencing new mass 

killings, according to a new report by a US think-tank, Early Warning Project in 

December 2022.  

 Pakistan has ranked at the highest risk among all 162 countries. Pakistan is followed by 

Yemen, Myanmar, Chad and Ethiopia. India was ranked eighth. 
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International Day of Persons with Disabilities: 3 

December: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The International Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD) is observed on December 3 

every year to spread awareness about the rights and well-being of people with 

disabilities. International Day of Persons with Disabilities began in 1992 by United Nations.  

 Theme: " Transformative solutions for inclusive development: the role of innovation in 

fueling an accessible and equitable world". 

 

UNSC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 India has assumed the Presidency of the United Nation Security Council (UNSC) for the 

month of December 2022.  

 India will be the President of the UNSC for one month as the 2 year term of India as a non-

permanent member of the UNSC ends on 31 December 2022. 

 India became the non-permanent member of the UNSC on 1 January 2021. India has become 

the President of the UNSC for the second time. 
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T20 World Cup Cricket Tournament for the Blind: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The third T20 World Cup Cricket Tournament for the Blind will be held from 

December 5 to 17, 2022 in India.  

 The participating nations for World Cup 2022 are Australia, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, 

South Africa, Sri Lanka, and India. 

 The tournament is being organized to mark the World Disability Day celebrations universally. 

Cricketer Yuvraj Singh is the brand ambassador of the tournament. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

On the boil: 

 The killing of five Palestinian men by Israeli security forces in separate incidents on Tuesday 

in Hebron and Ramallah is the latest flare-up of a continuing story of violence and retribution 

in the occupied West Bank.  

 Organised armed resistance independent of the official Palestinian leadership has been 

growing in the West Bank ever since the clashes in Jerusalem in May 2021, which led to the 

11-day war on the Gaza Strip, controlled by the Islamist Hamas.  

 Among the new militant groups that have sprung up in the West Bank is the Lion’s Den, 

reportedly based in the Old City of Nablus, attacking Israeli troops and illegal Jewish settlers 

in Palestinian territories.  

 This year has seen a marked jump in attacks by Palestinians — Jerusalem was hit by two 

blasts in November in which a teenager was killed and 18 injured — while the Israelis carry 

out raids in West Bank towns almost daily.  

 The violence is cyclical. At least 140 Palestinians have been killed this year, including 26 

children, which is a seven-year record. More than 30 Israelis have been killed by Palestinians. 

 If anything, the continuing violence despite Israel’s disproportionate crackdown underscores 

the argument that the status quo in the occupied and blockaded Palestinian territories is 

unbearable and unsustainable. Israel’s approach is that it can manage the security challenges 

from Palestinians with heavy force and no concessions.  
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 A weak and divided Palestinian leadership means that there is no organised, collective voice 

to negotiate with the Israelis. The Palestinian Authority, which runs parts of the West Bank, is 

led by Fatah, while the overpopulated Gaza Strip, on the Mediterranean coast, is ruled by its 

rival Hamas.  

 Still, the situation is beyond Israel’s control. The absence of a peace process, a deepening of 

the occupation and pent-up frustration with their own leadership have led a new generation of 

Palestinians in the West Bank to embrace violence and militancy, recalling the days of the 

second Intifada.  

 The return of Benjamin Netanyahu as Prime Minister could make the situation worse as some 

of his far-right and ultra-Orthodox allies want the Jewish settlements in the West Bank to be 

expanded and “disloyal” Arab citizens of Israel expelled. The slow death of the two-state 

formula and growing violence are bad news for the occupiers and the occupied.  

 While it is making Palestinian lives extremely difficult, the unending conflict is reshaping 

Israeli society as well, which is becoming polarised with the clergy, far-right nationalists and 

extremists wielding an outsize influence on politics and governance. 

Great responsibility:  

 The Government launched its year of the G-20 presidency on December 1 with some pomp, 

and 100 monuments from Kashmir to Kanyakumari lit up with India’s G-20 logo symbolising 

the motto “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, or “one earth, one family, one future”.  

 In an editorial essay, Prime Minister Narendra Modi committed to making India’s year of 

chairmanship as one that will focus on “healing our ‘One Earth’, creating harmony within our 

‘One Family’ and giving hope for our ‘One Future’”. There are plans for about 200 G-20 

meetings across India.  

 The preparatory and ministerial meetings will culminate in grand plans for a G-20 Summit, 

which will bring leaders of the ‘P-5’ countries and others to New Delhi next September. India 

has taken the baton from Indonesia, which had a difficult time in even scheduling meetings 

and ensuring full participation due to differences over the Ukraine war.  

 There was even uncertainty till the end over whether all major leaders would attend; whether 

they would agree to a joint photo-opportunity (they did not), and whether there would be a 

joint statement — which was eventually forged. Like Indonesian President Joko Widodo, Mr. 

Modi will have to travel abroad to ensure that all G-20 leaders and invitees attend at the 

highest level.  

 And officials will have to burn more midnight oil to achieve consensus on statements. 

Symbolism and logistical coordination aside, the Government has a tough task ahead in 

conducting substantive negotiations to bring together a comprehensive G-20 agenda, where 

officials said they would focus on counter-terrorism, supply chain disruptions and global 

unity.  

 In 2008, the first G-20 summit-level meeting in the U.S. was during a moment of crisis for the 

world’s financial systems. In 2022, the task for Mr. Modi and his team is equally crucial, 

given the lasting effects of the Russian war in Ukraine, western sanctions on energy that will 

deepen this month, economic downturns, pandemic worries and climate change issues that are 

testing the foundations of globalisation and an interconnected global economy.  

 In his editorial, Mr. Modi said India would forge its G-20 agenda through its tradition of 

“collective decision-making” that, like India’s national consensus, would be made “... by 

blending millions of free voices into one harmonious melody”. At a time India itself faces 

economic distress and social and communal tensions, the Government should be prepared for 

more scrutiny on upholding such ideals.  
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 Having raised the pitch on India’s global prominence as G-20 President, and its power to 

shape the global narrative, the Government may find that with great power comes great 

responsibility, and a greater spotlight on its ability to translate its global dreams into the 

domestic landscape as well. 
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