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December 8, 2022 

Surety Bond insurance product: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 India's first ever Surety Bond insurance product is going to be launched on December 

19, 2022. This was informed by Minister of Road Transport and Highways, Nitin 

Gadkari. 

 Surety bonds are different from corporate bonds and financial guarantees. Surety bonds refer 

to the performance or delivery obligation to complete the insured project. 

 

Geo-Ladakh: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union Minister of State Dr Jitendra Singh has informed that Government of Ladakh 

has approached the Indian Institute of Remote Sensing (IIRS) for developing Spatial 

Data Infrastructure geoportal 'Geo-Ladakh'. 

 The project encompasses spatial database generation using remote sensing and geospatial 

techniques. An MoU was also signed between IIRS (ISRO) and UT-Ladakh Administration in 

Jan 2022. 
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Bhupendra Patel: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Bhupendra Patel will take oath as the 17 Chief Minister of Gujarat on 12 December 

2022. Patel is an MLA from the Ghatlodia seat, a post previously held by Anandiben 

Patel.  

 He had also served as the chairman of the Standing Committee of Ahmedabad Municipal 

Corporation and Ahmedabad Urban Development Authority (AUDA). He has been serving as 

the CM of Gujarat since September 2021. 
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FAI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Union Chemicals and Fertilizers Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya inaugurated the 

Fertiliser Association of India (FAI) Annual Seminar 2022 in New Delhi in December 

2022.  

 He also released three FAI publications and FAI Data portal. This portal will create a uniform 

data base. FAI Annual Seminar 2022 is devoted to the theme ' Fertilizer Sector by 2030. 
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Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 India will be hosting the 17th Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas in Indore from 8-10 January 2023. 

Dr.Mohamed Irfaan Ali, President of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana, will be the 

Chief Guest at the 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD). 

 Australian Member of Parliament (MP) Zaneta Mascarenhas will be the guest of honour at the 

Youth Pravasi Bharatiya Divas which will be held on 8 January, 2023. 
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Kerala: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Kerala government has appointed Mallika Sarabhai, a well - known classical dancer as 

chancellor of Kerala Kalamandalam deemed-to- be-university of art and culture on 7 

December 2022. 

 The Kerala Cabinet on Nov 9 decided to bring in an ordinance to remove governor Arif M. 

Khan from the post of chancellor. The Governor had also appointed Ciza Thomas as VC of 

the APJ Abdul Kalam Technological University. 

 

N Chandrasekaran:  
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 N Chandrasekaran was appointed the chair of B20 India and led the business agenda 

during India's G20 presidency on 7 December 2022. Chandrasekaran is Chairman of 

the board of Tata Sons, the promoter of more than 100 Tata group companies.  

 The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) is appointed as the B20 India Secretariat by the 

Union government to lead the B20 India process. 

 

AB-ArK: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai launched a drive for the distribution of 

Ayushman Bharat-Arogya Karnataka (AB-ArK) health insurance cards on December 8, 

2022. 

 The scheme offers coverage for 1,650 procedures. Since its launch in 2018, 42 lakh 

beneficiaries have received coverage for procedures worth Rs 5,426 crore. 
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Karthigai Deepam Chariot festival: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Karthigai Deepam Chariot festival was held at Tiruparangunram in Madurai on 28 

Nov to 06 December 2022. This festival is mentioned in literature of Tamils known as 

Ahananuru, a collection poems. 

 It is one of the great books of Sangam literature that talks about the happenings between 200 

BC and 300 AD. Avaiyyar, renowned woman of Sangam age also mentions about karthigai 

Deepam in her poems. 
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Sindhuja-l: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT Madras) Researchers have developed an 

'Ocean Wave Energy Converter' that can generate electricity from sea waves. The trials 

of this device were successfully completed in December 2022.  

 The product has been named 'Sindhuja - l', which means 'generated from the ocean'. It targets 

generating 1MW of power from ocean waves in the next 3 years. 
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Dina Boluarte: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Dina Boluarte has created history by becoming Peru's first female President. She was 

appointed after Congress ousted former president Pedro Castillo. She the sixth Peruvian 

president in less than five years.  

 Boluarte's term will extend through July 2026. On July 29, 2021, she was sworn in as 

Minister for Development and Social Inclusion, a position she held until November 25, 2022. 

 

Ircon International Limited: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Ircon International Limited has bagged an order in Sri Lanka worth 14.89 million 

dollars on competitive bidding basis.  

 The Miniratna Public sector enterprise was awarded the work for procurement of Design, 

Installation, Testing, Commissioning and Certifying of Signalling and Telecommunication 

system by Sri Lanka Railways. The project will be carried out under Indian Line of Credit. 
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Deepika Padukone: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Actor Deepika Padukone will unveil the FIFA World Cup 2022 trophy in Qatar during 

the final match of FIFA World Cup on 18 December 2022. She will be the first 

bollywood actor to unveil FIFA World Cup trophy.  

 The final match will be played at the Lusail Iconic Stadium in Qatar on 18 December. The 

tournament is being held from Nov 20 to Dec 18. She was also awarded the TIME100 Impact 

Award in 2022. 
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"Person of the Year": 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Time magazine named Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 2022's "Person of the 

Year" on 07 December 2022. He was named for his courage in resisting Russia's 

devastating invasion.  

 On 24 February 2022, Russia invaded Ukraine in a major escalation of the Russo-Ukrainian 

War, which began in 2014. 'Person of the Year' is an annual issue of the United States news 

magazine 'Time', started in 1927. 
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 ‘Maitri Diwas’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The 51st anniversary of 'Maitri Diwas' marking the recognition granted to Bangladesh 

by India in 1971 was celebrated in Dhaka on 6 December 2022. The event was organized 

by the Embassy of India in Dhaka.  

 Minister for Liberation of Bangladesh A.K.M Haque was the Chief Guest on the occasion. 

The decision to observe Dec 6 as 'Maitri Diwas' was taken by the PMs of respective countries 

in March 2021. 
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International religious freedom: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 'India is home to people of various faiths; Aid will continue to be provided to maintain 

religious freedom there,' the United States said.  

 A few days after the United States announced that religious freedom has been badly 

affected in 12 countries including China, Pakistan and Myanmar, the opinion regarding 

India has come out.  

 The United States has released its annual report on international religious freedom. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

All hands on deck: 

 A two-day meeting in Delhi organised by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) for its national 

office bearers, functionaries in charge of States and various frontal organisations, and 

presidents and general secretaries in charge of the organisation in States is being seen as a 

stock-taking exercise by the party.  

 The Lok Sabha elections are more than a year away but the BJP is anxious to remain battle-

ready, always keeping itself busy on the ideological and organisational fronts, and dominating 

at the macro and micro levels.  

 The meet was to motivate functionaries to stay in tune with the messaging from the top. It 

resolved to keep the political focus intact on the constituency of welfare recipients, or 

labharthis in the BJP’s parlance, while campaigns around new themes, particularly India’s 

G20 presidency, will be added.  

 There was no ideological track in the deliberations that were sharply focused on 

organisational capacity. The BJP may never have felt as secure as it is today about the public 

acceptance of its Hindutva ideology.  

 The inauguration of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya, now scheduled for December 2023, will be 

the prelude to the 2024 campaign anyway. Despite occupying a position of strength, the BJP 

continues to be minutely attentive to organisational matters. Its electoral fortunes are 

primarily driven by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s personal popularity, but its micro 

management of voter mobilisation is critical too.  

 The BJP does not let its organisational machine rust or rest, and keeps it in a constant state of 

mobilisation. This week’s meeting decided to enhance the party’s emotional connect with the 

voters at the family level.  

 BJP workers are being encouraged to deepen their links with voters. This approach appears to 

be a finetuning of the party’s storied booth management capacity. The party will be facing 
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some crucial Assembly elections in 2023 — in Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh, where it is in 

power, and in Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh, which it wants to wrest back. 

 Indications are that J.P. Nadda, whose term as president ends in January, will remain in 

charge in the run-up to the 2024 Lok Sabha election. The BJP’s capacity to plan ahead and 

buttress its ideological agenda with a strong organisational muscle is what sets the party apart 

from its challengers.  

 Mr. Modi, and Home Minister Amit Shah remain constantly engaged with party matters. The 

BJP has effectively synergised its actions in government and at the party level to give itself 

the optimal thrust. While this has led to legitimate complaints of a misuse of power, what its 

opponents could learn from the BJP is the importance of backing ideological clarity with 

organisational muscle. 

Extreme measure: 

 A political party’s spokesman has been arrested for sharing an apparently false claim about 

the expenditure involved in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Morbi in Gujarat, in 

November, in the aftermath of the collapse of a bridge that caused nearly 140 deaths.  

 Even if the claim that a fabulous sum of money was spent on preparations and the renovation 

of facilities for the visit was false, the arrest of Saket Gokhale, spokesman of the All India 

Trinamool Congress, is in striking contrast to the fact that the promoters and executives of the 

company, whose negligence could have caused the recently renovated bridge to collapse, 

have not been detained so far.  

 It is difficult not to highlight the irony involved, as the penal sections invoked against Mr. 

Gokhale for the offence of forgery attract prison terms of two to three years only; whereas the 

acts of commission and omission that led to such a high fatality figure are punishable with 

prison terms ranging from 10 years to life.  

 Nothing but an intention to teach a lesson to an Opposition political activist can explain the 

arrest of Mr. Gokhale when he could, instead, have been summoned for an inquiry. It is one 

of those cases in which arrest is obviously avoidable, even if the government of the day is 

seriously aggrieved by the purported falsehood in the claim that he shared on Twitter.  
 That police custody was sought and obtained in a case in which not much is needed to be 

investigated or unearthed — except perhaps the provenance of the purported Right to 

Information reply that contained the false claim — is quite strikingly indicative of vendetta. 

Another aspect, which is taking place with disturbing frequency, is the fact that the Gujarat 

police went to Jaipur in time to detain Mr. Gokhale and bring him to Ahmedabad.  

 It is disconcerting that provisions relating to the inter-State operation of criminal law allow 

anyone to be held by the police from another State with ease, especially when the arrest is 

required by a State in which the Bharatiya Janata Party is the ruling party. It is not clear if the 

jurisdiction police were informed about the impending arrest.  

 The dissemination of fake news is indeed a formidable problem in times when social media 

are a major source of information. That those with a significant following on these platforms 

should exercise due care before sharing information they receive is also not in doubt.  

 However, it is questionable whether every instance of the dissemination of possibly false 

information should lead to arrest, unless grave consequences are likely to arise. An official 

fact-check and a legal takedown may well meet the ends of justice. 
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