
    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

1 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

  
  

  

January 12, 2022 

Vikas Purohit: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Meta announced the appointment of former Tata CLIQ CEO Vikas Purohit as the director 

of the global business group in India in January 2023.Purohit will lead Meta's strategic 

relationship with various brands to boost the adoption of digital tools for revenue growth.  

 He started his career at Aditya Birla Group. Arun Srinivas is the Director and Head of Ads 

Business for Meta in India. 

 

PayRup: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 India's fastest payment app 'PayRup' was launched in January 2023. PayRup is built with 

the cutting edge technology of web 3.0. It ensures the 5 dimensions of service quality and 

follows SERVQUAL standards to provide the best service experience. 

 In Jan 2023, PayRup announced ticketing and booking services. The launching event was hosted 

in Bangalore and was launched by Mahadevappa Halagatti. 
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Avani Chaturvedi: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 First female fighter pilot, squadron commander Avani Chaturvedi, will participate in the 

inaugural air exercise Veer Guardian 2023. The exercise aims to improve air defence 

cooperation between Japan and India. 

 For the first time an Indian Air Force (IAF) female fighter pilot will participate in aerial war 

games. The exercise will be hosted by the Japan at the Hyakuri Air Base in Jan 2023. 

 

Aparna Sen: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Aparna Sen was honored with a lifetime achievement award at the 15th Edition of the 

Jaipur International Film Festival on 11 January 2023. 

 Aparna Sen debuted in Satyajit Ray's Teen Kanya in 1961. She is a Director and actress who also 

works in Bengali cinema and has received nine National Film Awards. The Indian government 

had honored Aparna Sen with Padma Shri in 1986. 

 

WSC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The 14th edition of the World Spice Congress (WSC), is to be held in Mumbai from 16-18 

February 2023. It aims to open up newer opportunities to promote international trade of 

Indian spices. 

 Union Minister Piyush Goyal will also distribute the trophies and Awards for Excellence in 

Exports of Spices on 17th February 2023. The WSC is organized by the Spices Board of India. 
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"Hockey Wali Sarpanch" and NABARD: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Neeru Yadav or "Hockey Wali Sarpanch" and NABARD have signed an agreement to 

launch the Farmers Producers Organization (FPO) with the help of SIIRD (Society of 

Indian Institute of Rural Development) in Rajasthan. 

 The 15th FPO to be introduced by NABARD in Rajasthan is "Sachhi Saheli Mahila Agro 

Producer Company Limited, where Yadav has taken on the role of the company's Board of 

Directors. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

5 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

  
  

  

 

New integrated food security scheme: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved a new integrated 

food security scheme to provide free food grains to Anthodaya An Yojna (AAY) and 

Primary Household (PHH) beneficiaries, to be implemented from January 1, 2023. 

 The scheme is named Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan An Yojana (PMGKAY). The new scheme 

will be implemented from January 1, 2023, which will benefit more than 80 crore poor and 

underprivileged people. 
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2023 Henley Passport Index: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 According to the 2023 Henley Passport Index, Japan has topped the list as the most 

powerful passport in world, which allows visa-free entry to 193 global destinations in 2023.  

 The second spot is shared by Singapore and South Korea and has visa-free access in 192 

countries. India, improved its position by two spots from 2022 and is ranked 85th on the index. 
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World Bank:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The World Bank in its January 2023 Global Economic Prospects Report, projected India's 

economy to grow 6.9 percent in FY23. 

 As per the report, India will be the fastest-growing economy among the seven largest emerging 

markets and developing economies (EMDEs) in 2023. The World Bank expects global growth to 

decelerate in 2023 to 1.7 percent from 3 percent. 
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OneWeb: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Airtel-backed OneWeb successfully launched 40 satellites onboard a SpaceX launcher on 

January 9. OneWeb initially sought to deploy a complete 648 satellites to allow its 

community of satellite-based web connectivity all over the world. 

 OneWeb is a communications company that aims to build broadband satellite Internet services. 

OneWeb CEO: Neil Masterson. OneWeb Founder: Greg Wyler. 
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Thiru Kumar Nadesan: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Thiru Kumar Nadesan has been awarded the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award for his 

contribution towards community welfare in January 2023. He had initiated a fundraiser to 

assist stranded Indians in Sri Lanka during the Covid outbreak.  

 He actively promotes business & cultural exchanges between India and Sri Lanka. He is the 2nd 

member of the Indian diaspora from Sri Lanka to receive the honor. 
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Ali Bongo: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Gabon's President Ali Bongo on 9 Jan 2023 appointed the country's first female Prime 

Minister Rose Christiane Ossouka Raponda to the role of vice-president.  

 Former minister, Alain-Claude Bilie-By-Nze, will replace Ossouka Raponda and form a new 

government in the country. Ossouka Raponda was named budget minister in 2012, becoming the 

first woman to hold that position since 1956. 
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Smriti Mandhana: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Herbalife Nutrition appointed Smriti Mandhana as a 'nutrition sponsor' in January 2023. 

Currently, she is the vice captain of the Indian women's national cricket team. Herbalife 

Nutrition has signed over 100 sponsorship deals with various world-class athletes. 

  Many Indian athletes like Virat Kohli, Mary Kom, Lakshya Sen, and Manika Batra have 

partnered up with Herbalife Nutrition. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Reckless spree: 

 The land subsidence in Joshimath has become emblematic of a geological disaster that has in fact 

manifested across India, in the neighbourhood of several large resource-extraction projects. There 

have been reports of subsidence from the Jharia, Bhurkunda, Kapasara, Raniganj and Talcher coal 

mines; from Delhi and Kolkata due to the over-extraction of groundwater; and from Mehsana for 

hydrocarbons.  

 Last year, land in Chamba, Himachal Pradesh, began to sag shortly after a hydroelectric power 

project began test runs, calling into question the effects of the Tapovan Vishnugad facility near 

Joshimath in Uttarakhand. In 2010, some months after a tunnel-boring machine nicked an 

underground aquifer near Joshimath, leading to substantial water discharge, two researchers 

wrote in Current Science that the “sudden and large scale dewatering of the strata has the 

potential” to trigger “ground subsidence in the region”.  

 Determining whether the ongoing incident can be traced directly to the 2009 aquifer puncture is 

complicated by the lack of long-term scientific investigations of the area. On January 5, the 

NTPC issued a statement washing its hands of the unfolding crisis after locals began pointing 

fingers at Tapovan Vishnugad, as well as the Helang-Marwari bypass as part of the Char Dham 

project.  

 Scientists from the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-National Geophysical Research 

Institute set out on January 10 to examine the circumstances of the subsidence. Both the national 

and the State governments must heed the team’s findings, even if it means ceasing further 

construction work.  

 Experts and civil society have called on the government on many occasions to ease its dam-

building spree, of late over rivers in the north and the Northeast; to moderate tourism in the 

regions to be sustainable; and to not blow off unstable hillsides to widen roads. Heavy rains in 
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Aizawl in July triggered subsidence, exposing poor zoning enforcement and oversight of the 

regional carrying capacity.  

 But in Joshimath, which is particularly prone to landslides, questions about zoning, carrying 

capacity and tipping points have all been set aside. The subsidence in Joshimath has captured the 

nation’s attention because it is a destination for both pilgrims and tourists, but it is far from being 

the site of the first or the deadliest incident.  

 The government must undertake whatever repair and restoration efforts it is undertaking at 

Joshimath at all the other sites as well. Finally, the national and the State governments must listen 

to both science and the people already living near mines and dams. There is an argument to allow 

economically developing countries to emit more before becoming carbon-neutral, but it is not a 

free pass to plunder natural resources at the cost of climate justice. 

A push for glory: 

 For Odisha’s tribal-dominated hockey cradle Sundargarh district, where people are used to seeing 

a goat as a trophy in a rural tournament, the conduct of the Men’s World Cup at Rourkela, a joint 

host of the mega event along with Bhubaneswar, will be a dream opportunity to watch the best 

teams compete from Friday.  

 It took a generous decision from the Odisha government to sponsor the Indian national teams and 

then hold the World Cup in Bhubaneswar in 2018. It took an even bigger decision by Odisha 

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik to organise it in two cities, officially for the first time, in 2023.  

 The State government had to adopt a three-pronged approach to tackle logistical issues. It spent 

₹260 crore to build a new stadium which has the capacity to hold 20,000 spectators; constructed a 

225-room five-star facility to accommodate players and officials; and readied an airport for 

commercial flights in Rourkela within a limited time frame.  

 The pandemic was a major impediment, but the Odisha government was strong-willed. India will 

now become the first country to hold the World Cup in consecutive editions and for the fourth 

time. Steel City Rourkela will be the fourth Indian city to organise the event.  

 Sundargarh was exposed to hockey by the Christian missionaries in the 1860s. It has come a long 

way since then to produce top stars including former India captain and current Hockey India 

president Dilip Tirkey, Ignace Tirkey, Prabodh Tirkey, Lazarus Barla, William Xalxo, Birendra 

Lakra, Jyoti Sunita Kullu, Subhadra Pradhan and Deep Grace Ekka.  

 The district will now see two of its sons — vice-captain Amit Rohidas and Nilam Sanjeep Xess 

— sport India colours on its soil. For the first time in over four decades, India is approaching a 

World Cup as an Olympic medallist following its 2021 bronze win in Tokyo.  

 The hunger for success will be intense as India — which bagged a bronze medal in 1971, a silver 

in 1973 and a gold in 1975 — had its last podium finish in a World Cup nearly 48 years ago. 

Coached by the Australian World Cup and Olympic medallist Graham Reid, the home team, 

which was a quarter-finalist in the last edition and is now a blend of youth and experience, will be 

keen for a fruitful campaign. Irrespective of where India finishes, the 16-team event is all set to 

bolster Odisha’s reputation to organise big-ticket sporting events. 
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