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January 13, 2022 

Hockey India: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Hockey India has launched a new metaverse product 'Hockeyverse' for live broadcasting of 

the Men's World Cup in Bhubaneswar and Rourkela from January 13-29, 2023. 

'Hockeyverse' is designed to enhance the tournament experience for fans around the world.  

 It features replica of the newly built Birsa Munda Hockey Stadium and The Time Machine, based 

on time travel elements. 

 

28th edition of Saarang: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The 28th edition of Saarang, India's largest student-run festival began at IIT Madras on 

11th January 2023. Saarang 2023 will feature more than 100 events with participation from 

500 colleges across the country. 

 The Saarang 2023 is one of the largest student - run festivals held completely in physical mode. 

The festival will be held till 15th January 2023. 
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CMPDIL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Central Mine Planning and Design Institute Limited (CMPDIL), Ranchi invented a 

"System and Method for Controlling Generation and Movement of Fugitive Dust" in 

January 2023.  

 This system can be used in mines, power plants, railway sidings, or other mineral materials stored 

under the open sky.  

 Apart from reducing dust generation from open sources, it will also provide noise attenuation. 
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Food Safety and Standards Authority of India:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Food Safety and Standards Authority of India has notified comprehensive regulatory 

standards for Basmati Rice for the first time in January 2023.  

 As per these standards, Basmati rice shall possess the natural fragrance characteristics of basmati 

rice and be free from artificial coloring.  

 Basmati rice is a premium variety of rice cultivated in the Himalayan foothills of the Indian sub-

continent. 
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Lohri Festival: 14 January: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Lohri festival will be celebrated on 14 Jan 2023, a day before Makar Sankranti. It is 

observed by the people of Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, and Jammu. It marks the 

end of the winter solstice and the northwards movement of the Sun. 

 It commemorates the harvest of the rabi crop. On this day, Sikhs hold a fair to remember the 

martyrdom of Chaali Muktae and perform Sikh Sardas. 
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Enterprises project: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Kerala government's year of enterprises project, under which more than one lakh 

enterprises were created in eight months, has been selected as one of the best practices 

models in Jan 2023.  

 Started in 2022, the project was aimed at creating one lakh enterprises in one year. Until Nov 

2022, 1,01,353 enterprises were set up under the project and received around Rs 6,282 crore in 

investment. 
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6 Paigah tombs: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 US government has announced to fund the conservation and restoration of 6 Paigah tombs 

built in the 18th-19th centuries in Hyderabad. The project will be implemented by the Aga 

Khan Trust for Culture.  

 The tomb is a mausoleum belonging to the nobility of the Paigah family, who served the Nizam 

of Hyderabad. The construction of this mausoleum was started by Nawab Tegjung Bahadur in 

1787. 
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Virtual mega book fair: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia on 12 Jan 2023 inaugurated a virtual mega book fair 

for Delhi government schools. 

 The online platform will enable schools under the Directorate of Education to purchase books for 

their libraries and to ensure that library books reach the school's doorstep. At least 340 publishers 

are participating in the fair and 8,000 books have been included in it. 

 

National Youth Day: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 National Youth Day is celebrated in India every year on January 12. The day is celebrated 

to mark the birthday of Swami Vivekananda.   

 It was in the year 1984 when the Government of India declared this day as National Youth Day 

National and the nation is observing it every year since 1985. The theme for the year 2023 is 

"Viksit Yuva- Viksit Bharat (Developed Youth-Developed India)". 

 

Australian government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Australian government announced adopting Punjabi as the newest language for its 

school students in January 2022.  

 It was announced after a 2021 census showed that it was the fastest-growing language in 

Australia with more than 239,000 people using it at home, an increase of over 80 percent from 

2016. Tamil, Hindi, and Korean languages were already added to the curriculum in 2021. 
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Guinness: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Kerala has entered the Guinness Book of World Records by taking 4,500 penalty kicks in 12 

hours.  

 The Department of Sports and Youth Affairs organized the event to set the Guinness record for a 

Dream Goal penalty shootout organized in Manjeri, Kerala.  

 Former Indian player U. Sharafali took the inaugural kick. Minister for Sports V. Abdurahiman 

took the last penalty kick of the record. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Capital stalemate: 

 The victory of the Aam Aadmi Party in the recent Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 

elections has added a fresh backdrop to the unceasing face-off between the Lieutenant Governor 

of the National Capital Territory and the elected government. Several Governors, who are all too 

eager to further the Bharatiya Janata Party’s politics, confront elected Chief Ministers from 

Opposition parties, but Delhi’s case is unique, given the vast executive power at the command of 

the Lieutenant Governor.  

 The most recent flashpoint between Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and Lieutenant Governor 

Vinai Kumar Saxena came ahead of the January 6 election of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor of the 

MCD, when Mr. Saxena appointed 10 aldermen and a BJP councillor to preside over the polls.  

 The AAP alleged that Mr. Saxena had bypassed the tradition of appointing the senior-most 

councillor as the presiding officer. It has alleged that the aldermen appointed by Mr. Saxena were 

given voting rights in violation of the MCD Act, a question that remains unclarified.  

 The party has pointed out that the Lieutenant Governor is ignoring the Council of Ministers and 

issuing orders to the bureaucracy directly on all matters, regardless of the division of power 

established by the Supreme Court between the two entities.  

 Technically, the Lieutenant Governor has executive control over only the three reserved subjects 

of police, public order and land; all other subjects (transferred subjects) lie with the elected 

government.  
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 But by virtue of being in control of the bureaucracy, and exercising the power to transfer, suspend 

or take any action against any employee of the Delhi government, the Lieutenant Governor’s 

authority extends beyond those.  

 As its earlier interventions have not settled the dispute between the Lieutenant Governor and the 

elected government, the Supreme Court is currently examining the question afresh. Meanwhile, 

the relations between the Chief Minister and the Lieutenant Governor are sliding further.  

 The Lieutenant Governor sought a meeting with the Chief Minister, but then refused to give him 

time. Till October, the Lieutenant Governor and the Chief Minister used to have weekly 

meetings.  

 The Supreme Court’s calls for statesmanship and wisdom by actors have not resolved the 

stalemate, which is seriously impacting governance in the national capital. The heightened 

political competition between the AAP and the BJP has worsened the situation, but the root of it 

all is the legal ambiguity that needs to be dispelled. 

Peru in peril: 

 With the killing of 17 civilians and one police officer on Monday amid anti-government protests, 

the month-long political crisis in Peru has crossed a bloody threshold and could trigger more 

waves of violence. 

 The incident shows not only the barbarity of the country’s security personnel in dealing with 

protests, but also the failure of President Dina Boluarte and of her predecessor Pedro Castillo in 

uniting and stabilising the country during the periods they have been in power.  

 The crisis is the result of a power struggle between Mr. Castillo and Congress. Mr. Castillo, a 

former school teacher and a trade unionist, was elected President in 2021 on promises such as 

ensuring political stability, fighting corruption and addressing chronic inequality.  

 But without any administrative and political experience, Mr. Castillo found it hard to negotiate 

the maze of Peruvian polity. As he struggled to get a grip on governance, a hostile Congress and 

the wealthy classes lined up against him. Corruption scandals and alleged links with criminal 

syndicates weakened Mr. Castillo’s position in Lima.  

 Congress voted to fire him twice, but failed to garner enough support. As a third vote was due in 

December last year, Mr. Castillo made the drastic announcement of dissolving Congress, which 

also triggered his impeachment.  

 But if Mr. Castillo, currently in jail, miscalculated the consequences of his decision to dissolve 

Parliament, his successor and legislators misjudged the leftist leader’s support among the poor. 

Violent protests broke out in Peru’s highlands demanding Mr. Castillo’s restoration or early 

elections.  

 Mr. Castillo called Ms. Boluarte “usurper”, while his supporters said the president they voted for 

was not allowed to complete his legitimate term, which was to expire in 2026. At least 47 people, 

mostly civilians, have been killed in protests, ever since Mr. Castillo was ousted.  

 As she came under enormous pressure, Ms. Boluarte promised to hold elections by April 2024 

(pending approval from Congress), but this was dismissed by Mr. Castillo and his supporters, 

leaving the country in disarray.  
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 Both sides have a hand in the current crisis and should come together to find a way out. Restoring 

Mr. Castillo may not be practically and constitutionally possible, but Ms. Boluarte’s government 

could release him from prison in return for peace.  

 To end the current impasse, the government, the opposition and Congress should agree on the 

earliest possible date for fresh elections. Peru’s political class should also be ready for broader 

constitutional reforms that allow the presidency and the legislature to function without 

confrontation. 


