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January 15, 2022 

MAARG: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The MAARG (Mentorship, Advisory, Assistance, Resilience, and Growth) platform will be 

launched by Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal.  

 The Commerce Ministry said MAARG, a portal to facilitate mentorship for start-ups across 

diverse sectors, and geographies, will go live on January 16. 

 

 ‘Aarogya Maitri’ project: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced a new ‘Aarogya Maitri’ project under which 

India will provide essential medical supplies to any developing country affected by natural 

disasters or humanitarian crisis and proposed to set up a ‘centre of excellence’ to facilitate 

development solutions to these countries. 
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R’Bonney Gabriel: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The United States candidate R’Bonney Gabriel has crowned Miss Universe 2022 at a 

ceremony held in New Orleans, Mexico. The crown was presented to her by India’s 

Harnaaz Kaur Sandhu who had won the 2021 title.  

 She was handed a bouquet of flowers, draped in the winner’s sash and crowned with a tiara 

onstage at the 71st Miss Universe Competition.  
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 ‘Kamala Devi’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Indian Coast Guard (ICG) ship ‘Kamla Devi’ the Fast Patrol Vessel (FPV) which is 

designed, built, and delivered by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) Ltd to 

Indian Coast Guard was commissioned in Kolkata, West Bengal.  

 Indian Coast Guard ship Kamla Devi is officially the fifth and last vessel of the series of FPVs 

designed and built by GRSE as per the specifications of the Indian Coast Guard. 
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Mongeet: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Mongeet is a festival of music, poetry, art, craft, food, culinary techniques, indigenous 

herbs, and culture celebrated in Majuli, Assam.  

 The Mongeet festival started in the year 2020 as a movement of arts and music and it aims to 

nurture the upcoming musical talents of Assam.  

 It was started by actor Adil Hussain and Kaushik Nath, an actor-director-turned-entrepreneur. 
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 ‘Saharsh’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The ‘Saharsh’ was launched in 40 schools of the state on a pilot basis in August last year. 

This year, it will be extended to all government and aided schools in Tripura from the 

second week of January.  

 A similar program, which was found to be effective in social and economic development in 

research studies of Harvard and Columbia Universities is being contextualized with local realities 

of India before being implemented in Tripura. 
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Indian Army: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Indian army day 2023 is celebrated on 15th January 2023 and it mark the 75th anniversary 

of the Indian army day. Every year on January 15, India celebrates its Army Day.  

 It is the day on which Field Marshal Kodandera M. Cariappa (then a Lieutenant General) took 

over as the first CommanderinChief of the Indian Army from the last British 

CommanderinChief of India, General Fransis Bucher in the year 1949. 

 Parades, medal presenting and other ceremonies are organized to celebrate the Army Day. With 

“Service before self” as its motto, the Indian Army is the largest component of the Indian Armed 

Forces. 

 

Vidisha: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

  A joint initiative by the Vidisha District Administration and the Centre for Development of 

Telematics (C-DOT), Department of Telecommunications (DoT), under the direction of 

Additional Secretary (Telecom) & Administrator USOF, made Vidisha, a district of Madhya 
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Pradesh, the first district ever in India for on-ground implementation of groundbreaking 

5G use cases proposed by startups. 

 

 “Soul of Steel”: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 In an effort to test one’s high-altitude endurance, a new challenge called “Soul of Steel” will 

be launched in India.  

 Spearheaded by venture CLAW Global, which is run by veterans and supported by the Indian 

Army, the challenge will take place in the state of Uttarakhand and is similar to the “Ironman 

triathlon” long-distance triathlon challenge in Europe.  

 The expedition will officially launch on January 14th, and will include 12 Indian participants and 

six international teams, with the age group for applicants being between 18 and 30 years. 
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United Arab Emirates: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The United Arab Emirates has named a veteran technocrat who both leads Abu Dhabi’s 

state-run oil company and oversees its renewable energy efforts to preside over the 

upcoming United Nations climate negotiations in Dubai. 

 Emirati authorities nominated Sultan al-Jaber, a confidant of UAE President Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan, who serves as CEO of the Abu Dhabi National Oil Co. 
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Men’s Hockey World Cup, 2023: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Men’s Hockey World Cup, 2023 has began with a spectacular opening ceremony at the 

picturesque Barabati Stadium in Cuttack that was witnessed by thousands of hockey lovers 

in attendance from across the country and abroad.  

 Union Sports Minister Anurag Thakur, Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, International 

Hockey Federation president Tayyab Ikram and Hockey India chairman Dilip Tirkey were 

present at the glittering ceremony. 16 teams are participating in the global tournament. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Bound supremacy: 

 It is fairly well-known that parliamentary legislation is subject to two limitations under the 

Constitution of India. One is by judicial review, or the power of constitutional courts to review 

legislation for possible violation of any fundamental right.  

 Another is that no amendment to the Constitution should have the effect of destroying any of its 

basic features. While the first limitation is set out in Article 13, under which laws inconsistent 

with or in derogation of fundamental rights are void, the second limitation is based on the ‘basic 

structure’ doctrine evolved by the Supreme Court. 

  Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar’s remarks questioning the basic structure doctrine propounded 

in the landmark Kesavananda Bharati case (1973) does not reflect the correct position of law. In 

his view, the basic structure doctrine has usurped parliamentary sovereignty and goes against the 

democratic imperative that the elected legislature should reign supreme.  

 His particular concern seems justified: that the Supreme Court prevented the National Judicial 

Appointments Commission, a body to appoint judges to the superior courts in the country, from 

coming into existence by striking down the relevant amendment to the Constitution and a 

parliamentary law to give effect to it.  

 But it is difficult not to see his attack on the basic structure doctrine as part of the current 

dispensation’s tirade against the judiciary and its grievance that it does not have enough say in the 

appointment of judges.  
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 The idea that the basic structure doctrine undermines parliamentary sovereignty is simply wrong. 

Parliament is sovereign in its domain, but it is still bound by the limitations imposed by the 

Constitution.  

 Mr. Dhankhar seems to have a problem with any sort of limitation on Parliament’s jurisdiction to 

amend the Constitution. Surely, he could not have forgotten that the basic structure doctrine had 

helped save the Constitution from being undermined through the misuse of parliamentary 

majority.  

 The main purpose of the doctrine is to ensure that some fundamental features of the Constitution 

are not legislated out of existence. It has been invoked to strike down amendments only in a few 

cases, but many others have survived basic structure challenges.  

 Parliamentary majority is transient, but essential features of the Constitution such as the rule of 

law, parliamentary form of government, separation of powers, the idea of equality, and free and 

fair elections ought to be perennially protected from legislative excess.  

 It may be open to a new Constituent Assembly to come up with another constitution that changes 

these fundamental concepts, but a legislature formed under the current Constitution cannot be 

allowed to change its core identity. 
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