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January 17, 2022 

Gross fiscal deficit: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 As per an RBI report, gross fiscal deficit of states is budgeted to narrow to 3.4% of gross 

domestic product (GDP) in 2022-23 from 4.1% in 2020-21. Reason behind this is broad-

based economic recovery and higher revenue collections. 

 While states' debt is budgeted to ease to 29.5% of GDP in 2022-23 as against 31.1% in 2020-21, 

it is still higher than 20% recommended by FRBM (Fiscal Responsibility and Budget 

Management) Review Committee. 

 

Prevention and Control of Infectious and Contagious 

Diseases in Animals Act: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Jammu and Kashmir Government has declared whole Union Territory as a "Free Area" 

for purposes of Prevention and Control of Infectious and Contagious Diseases in Animals 

Act (PCICDA), 2009.  
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 Government on being satisfied that no cases of Lumpy Skin Disease have been reported in J&K, 

made this decision. Declaration has been made in the exercise of powers conferred by section 6 of 

PCICDA Act. 

 

Jammu and Kashmir Government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Jammu and Kashmir Government, in a significant move, has decided to go fully digital 

from January 16, 2023. No service shall remain offline and applicants need not visit any of 

the Government offices for availing of any services. 

 Control rooms have been constituted in administrative departments, at the HoD level and in 

offices of Deputy Commissioners for providing support to the public. 
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"Toolsidas Junior": 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 National Award-winning movie "Toolsidas Junior" will be screened at the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization Film Festival in January 2023. The Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization Film Festival is being organized by The SCO Council.  

 At the 68th National Film Awards 2022, "Toolsidas Junior", directed by Mridul Toolsidass, 

bagged the National Film Award for the best feature film in Hindi. 
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SPIC MACAY: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 SPIC MACAY organizes the 'Music in the Park' series under the name "Shruti Amrut" in 

collaboration with the Ministry of Culture on 15 January 2023.  

 The concert began with a sarod performance by Aman Ali Bangash, the 7th generation musician 

of the Senia Bangash Gharana.  

 In 2011, SPIC MACAY was awarded the Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavana Award for its contribution to 

youth development. 
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WDRA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 WDRA(Warehousing Development and Regulatory Authority) signed an MoU with State 

Bank of India to help farmers in getting low interest rate loans on January 16, 2023.   

 The MoU was signed with the intent of promoting awareness about the new loan product called 

'Produce Marketing Loan' to exclusively fund against e-NWRs (electronic Negotiable Warehouse 

Receipt).  

 It will help in preventing distress sale and releasing better prices for the produce. 
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Kollam: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Kerala's Kollam becomes first constitution literate district in India. This achievement is the 

result of a 7-month-long constitutional literacy campaign.  

 It was launched jointly by the Kollam Administration and Kerala Institute of Local 

Administration to create awareness about the laws of the country and the rights of citizens. Under 

this campaign, more than 7 lakh families of the district are being educated on the basic principles 

of the Constitution. 
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G20: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 First G20 Health Working Group meet to be held in Kerala. The 1st Health Working 

Group meeting under G-20 India Presidency will be held from the 18-20 Jan 2023 in 

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. Three priorities under health for India in its G20 presidency are: 

Priority I: Health Emergencies Prevention, Preparedness and Response. 

Priority II: Strengthening cooperation in the pharmaceutical sector. 

Priority III: Digital health innovation and solutions. 
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B20: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 As part of India's G-20 presidency, a Business-20 (B-20) inception meeting will be organized 

at Gandhinagar in Gujarat between the 22 to 24 January, 2023.  

 The meeting will be held to formulate policy recommendations to be submitted to G-20 ahead of 

the leaders' Summit. This will be the first of 15 events that the State is set to organize as part of 

India's G-20 presidency. 
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Sibi George: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Sibi George, presently Ambassador of India to Japan, has been concurrently accredited as 

the next Ambassador of India to the Republic of Marshall Islands on 16 January 2023.  

 Sibi George is a 1993-batch Indian Foreign Service Officer. In 2014, the Government of India 

conferred on him the S.K. Singh Award for his Excellence in Indian Foreign Service. 
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 “Cyclone 1”: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India and Egypt have announced to hold the first-ever military exercise "Cyclone 1" 

involving the special forces in Udaipur in January 2023. It is being held to celebrate the 75 

years of diplomatic relations between the two countries.  

 Egypt has also been invited as a guest country at the G20 summit in 2023. In April 2022, Egypt 

announced the inclusion of India in the list of accredited countries. 
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Maghi Mela: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Maghi Mela festival is being celebrated from January 14 in Muktsar Sahib, Punjab. The 

day of Maghi is observed to honor the heroic fight of the Chali Mukte, or the Forty 

Liberated Ones, who sacrificed their own lives defending an attack by the Mughal imperial 

army marching in pursuit of Guru Gobind Singh.  

 The battle took place near a pool of water, Khidrane di Dhab, on 29th Dec 1705. 
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NTPC REL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 NTPC Renewable Energy Ltd (NTPC REL) signed an MoU with the Government of 

Tripura on 16 January 2023 in New Delhi. It was signed for the Development of Floating and 

Ground Mounted based Renewable Energy Projects in Tripura.  

 Rajiv Gupta, Chief General Manager, NTPC REL, and Mahananda Debbarma, DG, and CEO, of 

Tripura Renewable Energy Development Agency, signed the MOU. 
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'Exercise Varuna': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The 21st Edition of the Bilateral Naval Exercise between India and France, 'Exercise 

Varuna' commenced in the Indian Ocean on 16 Jan 2023.The bilateral exercise between the 

two navies was initiated in 1993 and was named 'VARUNA' in 2001. 

 The exercise will be conducted from 16 to 20 January 2023 and will witness advanced air defense 

exercises, tactical maneuvers, and surface firings. 
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FOC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 15th India-UK Foreign Office Consultations (FOC) held in New Delhi. The Consultations 

were held on Jan16,2023 in New Delhi. India and the UK shared a Comprehensive Strategic 

Partnership, with the adoption of Roadmap 2030 for Future Relations. 

 They discussed issues like trade and economic cooperation, defence and security etc. Both sides 

agreed to maintain regular exchanges at political and senior official levels and hold the next FOC 

in London in 2024. 
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Abdul Rehman Makki: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 UN declares Pakistan based Abdul Rehman Makki a global terrorist. United Nations 

Security Council (UNSC) has listed Abdul Rehman Makki as a global terrorist.  

 The development comes after India in 2022 slammed China after it blocked the proposal to list 

Makki under the Sanctions Committee.  

 Makki has been involved in planning attacks in India. He has already been listed as a terrorist by 

India and the United States. 
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Spanish Super Cup title: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Barcelona beat Real Madrid 3-1 to win their 14th Spanish Super Cup title. The cup was 

held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Barcelona has won the Supercup for the first time since 2018 

and for the 14th time overall.  

 Real Madrid has won the Supercup 12 times so far. Spanish Super Cup is a super cup tournament 

in Spanish football. This competition is being played since 1982. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Leading from the front: 

 The Government’s summit for developing nations, called the “Voice of the Global South 

Summit”, as its first big leadership-level G20 event, is an extremely important signal. It is also a 

departure from New Delhi’s looking towards the “high-table” of global leadership, involving its 

relationship with the UNSC P5 and G-7 (the most developed economies), to focusing on a more 

just view of the world and how the developing world is being affected by global inequities.  

 In his opening remarks at the virtual summit, Prime Minister Narendra Modi explained the 

reasons for the shift: how “challenges of the COVID pandemic, rising prices of fuel, fertilizer and 

foodgrains, and increasing geopolitical tensions have impacted our development efforts”. 

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar too spoke of India’s need to envision a common future 

with the Global South and acknowledge India’s “common past” with the Global South, many of 

whom have suffered colonialism.  

 Over 10 different sessions, India and representatives of 125 countries, of the 134 that make up the 

G-77, agreed that the key issues include the fragmentation of the international landscape, 

shortages in grain exports, oil and gas, and fertilizer as a result of the Ukraine war, and terrorism. 

Of note was Mr. Modi’s push for “human centred” globalisation countering the “first world’s” 

view of expediting climate change goals at the cost of development, ensuring immigration and 

work mobility for skilled populations of the global south, and resilient renewable energy access.  

 The summit appears to mark a reset in India’s foreign policy outlook in its year as G20 president: 

one which has made the Government reclaim the true meaning of non-alignment, in the wake of 

the Ukraine war where it refused to take sides. Minister of State for External Affairs Meenakshi 
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Lekhi’s visit to Cuba as it took over G77 chairpersonship (a grouping India has shunned) and the 

invitation to the President of Egypt, a NAM co-founder, as Republic Day chief guest were 

significant too.  

 Of note were some of the summit’s exclusions: Pakistan and Afghanistan. Of note too was the 

inclusion of Myanmar, whose junta regime has not been recognised but with which India has 

chosen to forge closer ties.  

 It is hoped that the collective South-South understanding of global issues will lead to a more 

inclusive meeting at the summit level, particularly with reference to South Asian and the 

subcontinent’s regional problems.  

 It is also of note that the grouping did not release a common or joint statement, and much of the 

narrative on outcomes is built on what Mr. Modi and Mr. Jaishankar said. For India to be heard as 

the ‘Voice of the Global South at the G20’, it must reflect on the aspirations of the other nations 

and amplify them, as a true leader of the developing world at the G20 summit later this year. 
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