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January 19, 2022 

NDRF Raising Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 NDRF Raising Day is commemorated on January 19, every year. It was formed in year 

2006 under Disaster Management Act, 2005. It plays a crucial role in the country's disaster 

management and community awareness for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR).  

 NDRF at present consists of 12 Battalions. These battalions are located at 16 different locations 

on the basis of the vulnerability profile. 

 

Vintage IL38 SD: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 
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 Navy's vintage IL38 SD to join R-Day flypast for first and last time. IN 301 is the first IL 

38SD aircraft of the Indian Navy. The aircraft was commissioned into the Indian Navy in 

1977. 

 It was with the induction of IL 38 aircraft that the Navy moved into the arena of airborne long-

range maritime reconnaissance (LRMR). IN 301 was part of Indian Naval Air Squadron 315- the 

'Winged Stallions' - at Goa. 

 

Global Tourism Investors Summit: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Ministry of Tourism is organizing the 1st Global Tourism Investors Summit from 10 to 12 

April 2023 in New Delhi. The aim is to bring together global business leaders and 

policymakers to understand and explore Tourism Business opportunities in India.  

 In this regard, Ministry organized a Roadshow on 17 Jan'23 in Chandigarh. It focused on 

promoting India as an investment destination for tourism. 
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Velugu: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao launched second phase of Kanti Velugu 

initiative, Eye Screening programme in Khammam district. The Programme is considered 

to be the world's largest eye screening programme.  

 Under the Kanti Velugu, free eye screening will be held at the special health camps for 100 days 

with 1500 medical teams. The first phase was conducted for 8 months. 
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Ken-Betwa: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Ministry of Jal Shakti held the third meeting of the Steering Committee of Ken-Betwa Link 

Project (SC-KBLP) on 18 January 2023. 

 It was attended by representatives of both the states of Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh and 

officials of Niti Aayog. 

 A Greater Panna Landscape council is also being constituted for implementation of the 

Landscape Management Plan (LMP) of the project. 
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NPG: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 41st session of the Network Planning Group (NPG) held in New Delhi. The Network 

Planning Group (NPG) held its 41st session in New Delhi on 18 January 2023.  

 It was chaired by Anil Agrawal, the Special Secretary of Department for Promotion of Industry 

and Internal Trade (DPIIT). During the session, it was observed by the NPG that the Ahmedabad 

Station has been one of the busiest stations on the Western Railway Corridor for freight 

movement. 
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Meity: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Meity launches new technology to monitor air quality. Alkesh Kumar Sharma, Secretary, 

Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY), has launched the technology for Air Quality 

Monitoring System (AI-AQMS v1.0) on 17 January 2023.  

 It has been developed under the 'National Program on Electronics and ICT Applications in 

Agriculture and Environment (Agri Enics)' with the collaboration of the Centre for Development 

of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), Kolkata. 
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Pankaj Kumar Singh: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Retired Director General of the Border Security Force (BSF) Pankaj Kumar Singh was 

appointed on 17 Jan 2023 as the Deputy National Security Adviser for a period of two years. 

He is a 1988 batch IPS officer of Rajasthan cadre.  

 He retired as the BSF Chief on December 31, 2022. He had earlier served as Inspector General of 

CRPF in Chhattisgarh and IG (Operations) at CRPF Headquarters in Delhi. 
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'Come! Let's Run': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The English version of the book titled 'Come! Let's Run' by Tamil Nadu Health Minister, 

Ma. Subramanian was released by Krishnamachari Srikkanth, former Captain of the 

Indian Cricket team in January 20223. 

 The Tamil version of the book titled 'Odalam Vanga' was released in 2021.The book was 

published by Emerald Publishers and the English translation was done by Geeta Padmanaban. 
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Global Fire Power Index 2023:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Global Fire Power Index 2023: India ranked 4 in rankings. Global Firepower Index is a 

rating of the military forces of all countries on the planet.  

 Index puts the US at the top, Russia at the second spot, China at No. 3, and India at No.4. A 

rating of 0.000 is the perfect score, which no country so far has attained. 

 The smaller the score value, the more powerful is the fighting capability. Index does not take into 

account nuclear capabilities. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


P a g e  | 10    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

 

Pakistan is South Asia's weakest economy:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 World Bank forecast Pakistan's economic growth to slow further to two percent during 

2023. This will mark a drop of two % points from its June 2022 estimates. 

 The reason behind this is unprecedented floods, depleting forex reserves, food shortages, and 

poverty. It forecast Pakistan's GDP growth rate to improve to 3.2% in 2024, which would be 

lower than earlier estimate of 4.2%. 
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India & Maldives: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India announce 100 million Maldivian Rufiyaa for community development. It was 

announced in the form of grant by India. It was announced during External Affairs 

Minister Dr. S Jaishankar's visit to Maldives in January 2023.  

 An MoU was signed between Maldivian National University and Kochi University. Other 

Initiatives of India: Handing over 2 sea ambulances, opening a cultural centre at Foakaidhoo and 

support for development of Hanimadhoo International Airport. 
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UNGA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on 18 Jan 2023 adopted a resolution titled 

'Education for Democracy' that reaffirms the right of everyone to education.  

 The resolution, which was co-sponsored by India, recognizes that "education for all" contributes 

to the strengthening of democracy. This resolution also reaffirms the right of everyone to 

education. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Risks and rewards: 

 The deaths of five men in Tamil Nadu in as many events of jallikattu and manjuviratu — in 

Madurai, Tiruchi, Sivaganga, Pudukottai and Karur districts — and injuries to dozens of persons 

this week, though unfortunate, are no surprise.  

 Ever since the event resumed in January 2017 after a three-year ban and a massive agitation, 

participants and spectators alike have been its victims. According to the Animal Welfare Board of 

India, between 2008-14, there have been 43 deaths and thousands of injuries.  

 As of now, zero human casualty remains an elusive goal, not to speak of the plight of the animal. 

The Supreme Court of India has reserved its judgment on a batch of petitions questioning the 

validity of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Tamil Nadu Amendment) Act of 2017.  

 Organisers of jallikattu events must note the observation made in late November by the 

Constitution Bench, which heard arguments over the amendment, that the sport of jallikattu as 

such might not be brutal but the “form” in which it was being held in the State might be cruel.  

 Proponents of jallikattu, who view the event as a sport, argue that the logic that is applied to 

football or boxing, where the probability of injury is high, should be extended to jallikattu too.  

 Also, just as the occurrence of mishaps does not trigger the demand for a ban on these two 

sporting activities, the same yardstick should hold good for jallikattu, which is also justified in the 

name of culture, tradition and valour.  
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 But, what is overlooked is that in football or boxing, or even car racing, the whole game centres 

around humans, unlike in jallikattu. At the same time, regulation and safety are being given 

greater importance.  

 It is comforting that the authorities have tightened the rules. In Madurai district, which has 21 

venues, an online registration system allowed bull owners to choose only one out of the three 

high-profile venues — Avaniapuram, Palamedu and Alanganallur.  

 In Tiruchi, no more than 700 bulls can be released at each event. Of course, elaborate guidelines 

were issued by the State Animal Husbandry, Dairying, Fishing and Fishermen Welfare 

Department in late December, on the duties and responsibilities for each stakeholder. Though 

fairly extensive, the rules should also have stringent penal provisions.  

 The authorities should focus on preventing deaths, at least among spectators, who should be 

behind impregnable barricades. Also, the government should end the practice of having fancy 

prizes, such as cars and motorcycles, to draw in youth.  

 After all, jallikattu was originally meant to showcase strength and valour, and the rewards should 

not be seen as an incentive to overlook the risks to life and limb. 

Check, do not cross: 

 There is something rude and unpleasant in the way the Government is going about the task of 

demanding a big say in the appointment of judges in constitutional courts. The latest salvo is from 

Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju, who has written to the Chief Justice of India to request that the 

executive be given a role in the appointment process, which now is being handled by a Collegium 

of judges.  

 Reports say that the Minister wants the formation of a search-and-evaluation committee, with 

Government representatives, to suggest names to the collegiums in the High Courts and the 

Supreme Court for appointments.  

 He is also understood to have asked for a representative of the Union government in the Supreme 

Court collegium, and a State government’s representative in the High Court collegiums. The 

letter comes as the latest in a series of official fulminations against the judiciary.  

 Mr. Rijiju has been at the forefront of this attack, frequently questioning the collegium system by 

rightly highlighting some of its acknowledged flaws. There is little doubt that the Government’s 

anger is towards the 2015 judgment of a Constitution Bench striking down the formation of a 

National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC).  

 While few would disagree that the Collegium system needs reform, the Government’s motive in 

carrying on a campaign against the judiciary in the name of seeking reform in the appointments 

process is questionable.  

 The answers to some of the issues raised by the Government are quite simple, and has been 

repeatedly pointed out by the Court, as well as the political opposition. It can address the need for 

a more transparent and independent process by making a fresh legislative effort to establish a 

neutral mechanism that does not impinge on the independence of the judiciary.  

 Until such an exercise to amend the Constitution achieves fruition, it has to abide by the law of 

the land, that is, the present system of appointments through the Collegium. It is difficult to avoid 
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the impression that the Government’s tactics are bordering on veiled warnings: deliberately 

delaying action on recommendations; ignoring reiterated names even after multiple 

reconsiderations; and carrying on a campaign to delegitimise the institution.  

 It is surprising that it seeks to rein in a judiciary that has been quite accommodative of the 

Government’s concerns on the judicial side in recent years. The only conclusion is that the 

current regime wants absolute control over who gets to be a judge in this country.  

 A system of checks and balances that prevents any one branch gaining the upper hand is essential 

for democratic functioning. 
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