
P a g e  | 1    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

January 24, 2022 

Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 2023: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 President Droupadi Murmu conferred Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 2023 at Vigyan 

Bhawan in New Delhi on 23 January 2023.  

 The awards have been conferred upon 11 children for their exceptional achievement in six 

categories, which include Art, Culture, Bravery, Innovation, Social Service, and Sports. 

Each awardee has received a medal, a cash prize of one lakh rupees, and a certificate. 

 

National Girl Child Day:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 National Girl Child Day is celebrated in India every year on January 24. It was initiated in 

2008 by the Ministry of Women and Child Development and the government of India.  
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 The day aims to raise awareness of the disparities that girls face in a variety of areas, including 

education, employment, clothing, and others. The first National Girl Child was celebrated on 

January 24, 2008. 

 

ITDC & Ayush Ministry: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Ayush Ministry has signed an MOU with India Tourism Development Corporation 

(ITDC), in January 2023. They will work together for the promotion of medical value travel 

in Ayurveda and other traditional systems of medicine. 

 According to the MOU, the Ministry of Ayush will provide training to the officials of ITDC to 

sensitise them about Ayurveda and other traditional systems of medicine. 
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FIH: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The International Hockey Federation (FIH) has partnered with JSP Foundation for Hockey 

Development and Men's World Cup in Jan 2023. FIH will be working closely with JSP 

Foundation for some of its key initiatives for hockey development. 

 The partnership will also see the JSP Foundation coming onboard the ongoing FIH Odisha 

Hockey Men's World Cup 2023 Bhubaneswar-Rourkela as a global partner. 

 

Youth-20: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The first meeting of the Youth-20 Group will be held in Guwahati from 6-8 February, 2023. 

The Youth 20 (Y20) Summit is being hosted by India for the first time on the sidelines of the 

G20 Summit. 

 The meeting will focus on five themes of the Future of Work-climate change and disaster risk 

reduction, peace building and reconciliation, democracy and youth in health, well-being and 

sport. 

 

OSDMA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Centre has selected the Odisha State Disaster Management Authority (OSDMA) and 

the Lunglei Fire Station, Mizoram, for the Subhash Chandra Bose Disaster Management 

Award 2023 for their work in disaster management. 

 OSDMA was established in 1999. The award carries a cash prize of Rs 51 lakh in the case of an 

institution and Rs 5 lakh and a certificate in the case of an individual. 
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ULPIN: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Lieutenant Governor R K Mathur launched the Unique Land Parcel Identification Number 

(ULPIN) in Leh in January 2023. The 14-digit ULPIN would help in the digitization of land 

records and also reach a conclusive land titling. 

 The scheme would also prove beneficial to collect accurate land records and land areas for hilly 

land to record the vertical dimension of land. 
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Jharkhand government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Jharkhand government has launched a water conservation scheme with an outlay of Rs 

467.32 crore to benefit farmers who faced drought in 2022.  

 Under the scheme, 2,133 ponds will be renovated and 2,795 percolation tanks will be built in all 

blocks of 24 districts of the state. 

  The objective of this scheme is to provide water to the drought-affected farmers of the state for 

irrigation purpose. 
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AIF:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The American India Foundation (AIF) inaugurated India's first STEM Innovation and 

Learning Center (SILC) in Chennai, Tamil Nadu in January 2023. It was inaugurated 

under the scheme of Vanavil Mandram. 

 The Centre will introduce students to a transdisciplinary learning approach through robotics, Al, 

Space Technology, and the STEM Incubation workstation. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Misplaced secrets: 

 When his predecessor Donald Trump’s home in Mar-a-Lago, Florida, was raided last August and 

a trove of thousands of government documents was discovered there, including several hundreds 

of classified papers, little would U.S. President Joe Biden have imagined that he would find 

himself in a similar sticky situation.  

 Yet, Mr. Biden and the White House have so far reacted calmly to the discovery of classified 

documents by his own attorneys at several sites including the Penn Biden Center for Diplomacy 

and Global Engagement, a think tank in Washington, and in the garage and several other rooms of 

his home in Wilmington, Delaware.  

 There are, of course, critical differences between the cases, which will probably be mirrored in 

varying legal consequences of each of the two classified leaks. First, the Trump stash is reported 

to be over 11,000, including about 300 marked classified or top secret, and includes photographs, 

whereas the papers associated with Mr. Biden are reportedly fewer than 12.  
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 Second, after Mr. Biden’s lawyers first discovered classified files in a locked closet at the think 

tank, his team voluntarily notified the National Archives and the Justice Department and are 

‘cooperating with the investigation’ fully. In Mr. Trump’s case, after the U.S. National Archives 

found classified records to be missing and requested that Mr. Trump return them, he failed to 

comply and hence the matter was handed over to the FBI.  

 Third, while both leaks are being investigated separately, the Justice Department is conducting a 

criminal inquiry into Mr. Trump’s handling of the documents, but in Mr. Biden’s case there is no 

indication of wilful intent so far and he is protected by a rule that a sitting President cannot be 

indicted.  

 Notwithstanding these facts, it is clear that Mr. Biden’s — or his team’s — improper handling of 

classified material will cost him politically. Already, polls have found that his job approval rating, 

which enjoyed a bump towards the end of last year, has slumped back to around 40% — the all-

time low of his presidency.  

 The President is also facing difficult questions on why, after the initial discovery of the classified 

papers on November 2, his team suppressed that information until well after the November 8 

midterm elections.  

 Similarly, Republicans led by House of Representatives Speaker Kevin McCarthy have called for 

a Congressional investigation into the Biden classified leaks. The backlash could well be a 

setback for the case to prosecute Mr. Trump for violating the Espionage Act, even though he 

appears to have wilfully taken the classified documents from their proper place of holding and 

then possibly obstructed justice when asked to return them. 

Promise and pragmatism: 

 Jacinda Ardern’s time in office as New Zealand’s Prime Minister was rattled by several 

successive challenges. At 37, the Labour leader came to power in 2017, promising a 

“transformational change”.  

 Nearly six years later when she leaves office, she would be better remembered for her handling of 

crises such as the coronavirus pandemic, the far-right terror attacks on mosques in Christchurch 

and volcanic eruptions.  

 Ms. Ardern offered a leadership model rooted in empathy and moral values — the way she 

handled the Christchurch shootings is a case in point. Her approach towards the pandemic was 

initially popular, which helped Labour sweep the 2020 legislative elections. New Zealand’s per 

capita death rate from COVID-19 is among the lowest in the developed world.  

 The way she announced her resignation also won her praise — that there is “not enough in the 

tank” for her to continue in the top office — which made her stand out in a world where not many 

leaders relinquish power easily.  

 Chris Hipkins, a former Minister for COVID response in Ms. Ardern’s Cabinet and a 

troubleshooter for the Prime Minister, will succeed her and lead Labour in the 2023 election. 

While her leadership style is widely praised, particularly among liberal sections across the world, 

there are also questions on whether Ms. Ardern made good on the promises she made to the 

electorate.  
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 New Zealand is one of the most expensive countries to live in. In 2017, Ms. Ardern vowed to 

tackle the country’s housing crisis by constructing 1,00,000 homes, but only a fraction has been 

built in the past five years.  

 Housing prices remain extensively high, while high inflation has left a hole in household budgets. 

Her promises to address child poverty (New Zealand has one of the worst rates of child poverty in 

the developed world) and tackle inequality (the top 10% control nearly half of the country’s 

household net worth) have fallen flat. Besides, continued lockdowns and COVID measures even 

when neighbouring Australia opened up turned a chunk of Ms. Ardern’s early admirers away 

from her.  

 The slide in her popularity hit Labour’s election prospects which prompted many within the party 

to question her leadership. According to a December poll, Labour’s support stood at 33%, while 

38% backed the centre-right National Party, the main opposition. It was against this background 

that Ms. Ardern announced her resignation.  

 Mr. Hipkins now has only eight months to steady the ship and reverse the public mood, a tall ask. 

He should blend Ms. Ardern’s empathetic politics with a strong economic vision that would 

address New Zealand’s structural economic problems while keeping its social harmony intact. 
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