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January 3, 2023 

Coffee shipments: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Coffee shipments from India, Asia's third-largest producer and exporter, rose 1.66 per 

cent to 4 lakh tonne in 2022 on rise in instant coffee exports and re-exports, according to 

the Coffee Board.  

 Exports stood at 3.93 lakh tonne in 2021.India ships both Robusta and Arabica varieties, 

besides instant coffee. Italy, Germany and Russia are the major export destinations for the 

Indian coffee. 

 

 ‘Mission 929’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Election Commission of India (ECI) has started 'Mission 929' in Tripura. It will focus on 929 

polling booths across Tripura with a target to increase the voter turnout to 92 % in the 

next assembly elections.  

 These booths recorded a voter turnout of less than 89 % in the 2018 assembly polls. Except 

for these booths almost all the booths in the state recorded a voter turnout of 91 % or more. 
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DRDO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 DRDO celebrated its 65th foundation day on 1st January 2023. It was set up in 1958. 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) is a premier defence research and 

development agency under the Ministry of Defence.  

 Since inception, DRDO has made several breakthroughs in developing critical technologies. 

DRDO's first project for the Indian military was surface-to-air missiles-Project Indigo. 

Headquarters-New Delhi. Chairman-Samir V Kamat. 
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Indian Library Congress: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Kerala CM inaugurates Indian Library Congress in Kannur, Kerala. The Indian 

Library Congress was organized by the People's Mission for Social Development and 

Library Council from 1-3 January 2023. 

 Representatives from various states and foreign countries are participating. Earlier in 

December 2022, CM Pinarayi Vijayan announced that his constituency Dharmadam has 

become the first complete library constituency in India. 
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Himachal Pradesh government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Himachal Pradesh government launches CM's Sukhashray Sahayata Kosh. Himachal 

government announced to set up Rs 101 crore CM's Sukhashraya Sahayata Kosh for the 

destitutes in the state.  

 All the Ministers and Congress MLA will contribute their first salary to the fund. The scheme 

will aim to provide the facility of higher education to needy children and destitute women. 

The state will bear the expenditure on skill development and education of such children. 

 

Systemically Important Banks: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 RBI tags SBI, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank as Systemically Important Banks. State Bank of 

India (SBI) and privately owned ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank continue to be Domestic 

Systemically Important Banks (D-SIB).  

 D-SIBS are institutions that are too big to fail. In 2015 and 2016, RBI had classified SBI and 

ICICI Bank as D-SIBs. Further, based on data collected from banks as on March 31, 2017, 

HDFC Bank was also classified as a D - SIB, along with SBI and ICICI Bank. 
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Odisha: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Odisha became the ever Indian state to have a separate registration process for vintage 

vehicles (both two and four wheelers).  

 A separate provision under Central Motor Vehicles (CMV) Rules, 1989 was made by the 

ministry of road transport and highways for this purpose. 

 Under the CMV, 50 years old vehicles from the date of their first registration would be 

defined as vintage motor vehicles. 
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 ‘SMART’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Ministry of Ayush has launched 'SMART' (Scope for Mainstreaming Ayurveda 

Research in Teaching Professionals) program. It aims to boost scientific research in 

priority healthcare research areas through Ayurveda colleges and hospitals.  

 The proposed initiative is conceptualised with an objective to identify, support and promote 

innovative research ideas in healthcare research areas. 

 

IVF: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Gujarat's Amreli, India received its first In vitro fertilization (IVF) mobile device on 

January 1, 2023. Purushottam Rupala, union minister, launched the mobile IVF lab.  
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 IVF is a complicated sequence of operations used to aid with fertility and child conception. It 

is a sophisticated reproductive technique used in animals to multiply better female germplasm 

at a faster pace. 

 

Punjab and Sind Bank: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Public sector bank Punjab and Sind Bank (PSB) has partnered with SBI Card to launch 

co-brand credit cards for the bank's customers.  

 PSB has also entered the credit card market as a new product segment in its portfolio as a 

result of this collaboration.  

 Three card variants-the PSB SBI Card ELITE, PSB SBI Card PRIME, and PSB SimplySAVE 

SBI Card-have been launched by both partners. 
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Carbon-neutral: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Railway Ministry has outlined a five-pronged plan to become carbon-neutral by 2030. 

The plan aims to reduce energy consumption through efficient operations and increase 

the use of renewable energy. 

 Components of the plan are installation of rooftop solar panels on all railway establishments, 

Sustainable Buildings, Energy Efficiency in Equipment and Appliances and Power Quality 

and Restoration. 
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India & Austria: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India has signed a Comprehensive Migration and Mobility Partnership Agreement with 

Austria.  

 It has similar agreements with France, UK, Germany, and Finland.  

 India aims to finalise these agreements with European countries as a stepping stone to 

resolving issues over the long pending India-European Union Free Trade Agreement and 

facilitating Indian professionals working in these countries. 

 

BCCI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 BCCI (Board of Control for Cricket in India) introduces new selection criteria for Team India. 

The new rule made Yo-Yo test (maximal aerobic endurance fitness test) mandatory for 

players to be selected for the national team.  

 Players must also take a 'DEXA' before being selected. Emerging players have to play 

enough domestic seasons to be eligible for selection in the national team.  

 The Yo-Yo test is an aerobic endurance fitness test. DEXA is a bone density test. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

10 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  
  

  
  

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

Over the borderline: 

 The Government of India is paying special attention to the development of border villages, 

especially from a security perspective.  

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah said on December 29 that borders could be permanently 

secured only when border villages are populated by patriotic citizens who are concerned for 

the country. Mr. Shah asked the Border Security Force (BSF) to effectively use the Vibrant 

Village Programme (VVP), announced by the Centre in the 2022 Budget, to promote 

development and communication in border villages.  

 The scheme is for funding development of “border villages with sparse population, limited 

connectivity and infrastructure (that) often get left out from the development gains,” Finance 

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had said in her Budget speech in 2022. Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi had said the scheme signified the government’s “holistic approach” to ensure that these 

villages have all facilities.  

 The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) informed Parliament on March 29, 2022 that plans 

were afoot for the convergence of existing schemes into the new one; and an implementation 

framework, fund requirements and other modalities were being finalised.  

 The existing Border Area Development Plan of the MHA covers development of all border 

regions, and it is unclear how VVP will be different from that. One year after it was 

announced, there is little clarity on the details of VVP, including on the question of whether it 

will cover all border areas or only the northern border with China as mentioned in the Budget.  

 The government has said VVP would cover construction of village infrastructure, housing, 

tourist centres, road connectivity, provisioning of decentralised renewable energy, direct-to-

home access for Doordarshan and educational channels, and support for livelihood 

generation. There were also plans to open the villages along the China border in Himachal 

Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh and the Union Territory of Ladakh for 

tourists.  
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 The MHA recently informed a Parliamentary Standing Committee that the budget provisions 

for the programme have been sent to the Expenditure Finance Committee for its approval. 

Holding border areas close to the rest of the country is a dynamic challenge and requires a 

sensitive approach.  

 Borders divide people of shared ethnic and cultural heritage, who are unmoved by rivalries of 

nations that animate strategists. They should not be challenged to be the vanguards of 

patriotism. 

GST buoyancy: 

 At almost ₹1.5 lakh crore, Goods and Services Tax (GST) inflows in December 2022 signal a 

recovery of sorts from November, when revenues fell to a three-month low. November 2022 

revenues were 10.9% higher than a year ago, but still marked the slowest growth since June 

2021.  

 December’s revenues were 2.5% higher than November and reflected a 15.2% year-on-year 

uptick. While the ₹1,49,507 crore GST kitty in December is the third highest since the 

beginning of the indirect tax regime in July 2017, it may be more noteworthy than previous 

records.  

 First, as these taxes are linked to economic activity undertaken in November, they indicate 

that factories and service providers were busier than they were in October, impacted little by 

post-festival consumer fatigue.  

 Second, on the two other occasions that GST revenues were higher — ₹1.67 lakh crore in 

April 2022 and almost ₹1.52 lakh crore in October — the numbers were boosted by 

taxpayers’ financial year-end reconciliations and pre-festive spending or stocking up, 

respectively.  

 This was not the case in December. Arguments that high inflation bolstered these numbers are 

only partly tenable — headline inflation dipped to an 11-month low of 5.9% in November, 

services inflation was flat sequentially, and goods inflation was 6.2%, which is high but far 

lower than previous months.  

 So, if inflation did nudge up revenues, it did not play any more of a role in December than it 

did in earlier months when price rise was higher. From what is known so far, the eight core 

sectors rebounded to grow 5.4% in November from a mere 0.9% in October, when industrial 

output tanked an alarming 4%.  

 While November’s industrial production levels will only be known later this month, the GST 

revenues indicate that the demand for both goods and services held up. As North Block 

mandarins enter the last lap of curating the Union Budget, the latest GST print should provide 

some hope while working out the fiscal glide path and revenue aspirations for the coming 

year.  

 Not only have GST collections been over ₹1.4 lakh crore for 10 straight months, December’s 

healthy inflows lift up the average monthly intake of 2022-23 to ₹1.49 lakh crore. But there is 

little room for complacency — any slackening in economic activity due to global headwinds 

could drag down revenues too.  

 The GST Council, which met briefly last month after a long break but left critical reforms 

hanging, must be convened soon after the Budget — not just to help sustain revenue inflows, 

but also to aim to rake in more from a rationalised rate structure which brings all the presently 

excluded items into the One Nation, One Tax ambit. 
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