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Kerala Tourism: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Kerala Tourism has bagged the prestigious Responsible Tourism Global award at 

the World Travel Mart held in London.  

 State Tourism Minister PA Mohammed Riyas received the award on behalf of the department 

at London.  

 The award was given for the STREET project implemented by the Responsible Tourism 

Mission under the Kerala Government.  

 The Jury made special remarks about the water street project implemented at 

Maravanthuruthu in Kottayam district. 

 

Shlok Mukherjee: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Google announces Shlok Mukherjee as the winner of the 2022 Doodle for Google 

competition.  

 Sholk Mukherjee is from Kolkata and he was declared the winner for India for his inspiring 

Doodle titled ‘India on the Centre State’.  

 His doddle is also featured on Google.co.in on 14th November 2022. Shlok Mukherjee has 

showcased India’s scientific achievements and advancements through his doodle. 
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’Prasthan’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Indian Navy conducted a structured exercise to evaluate organizational 

effectiveness in protecting offshore assets off Mumbai on an Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation (ONGC) platform 150 km into the sea.  

 The exercise was named ‘Prasthan‘ by the Indian Navy. Prasthan is conducted twice a year 

under the aegis of Headquarters, Western Naval Command.  

 The exercise which is conducted every six months aims to integrate the efforts of all maritime 

stakeholders involved in offshore defence. 
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Amur Falcon Festival: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Manipur Forest Authority to celebrate the 7th edition of the Amur Falcon Festival 

in Tamenglong district, Imphal.  

 The objective of the Amur Falcon Festival is to spread awareness about the protection and 

conservation of the Amur Falcon.  

 Amur Falcon is the world’s longest-flying migratory bird. It is a day-long festival that is 

generally celebrated in the first or second week of November to strengthen human-nature 

relationships and acknowledge the importance of the small raptor in the lives of people. The 

first edition of the Amur Falcon Festival was celebrated in 2015. 

 

Happy Children’s Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  
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 India celebrates Happy Children’s Day on November 14 to commemorate the birth 

anniversary of the first Prime Minister of India Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.  

 This year marks the 133rd birth anniversary of Pandit Nehru who was born in 1889 in 

Allahabad, India. 

 Nehru was a great advocate for children’s right and for an all-inclusive education system 

where knowledge is accessible to all.  

 He believed that children are the future of the country and the foundation of a society, and 

hence, everyone’s well-bring should be taken care of.  

 Nehru was often called by the name “Chacha Nehru”. Children’s Day is also known as ‘Bal 

Diwas’ in India. 

 

World Diabetes Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Diabetes Day is observed on November 14 every year to bring the attention of the 

people to health threats posed by diabetes and how to avoid that.  

 On this day, the enormous achievement of insulin discovery by two outstanding scientists, Sir 

Frederick Banting and Charles Best, is celebrated.  
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World Kindness Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Kindness Day is celebrated on November 13 every year. The day inspires people 

to appreciate the kindness and positive power in society.  

 Kindness has no constraints and goes far beyond the feelings of race, religion, politics, and 

gender.  

 This day help us to move forward in a helpful and kind spirit toward the people. There are 

many ways in which a person can show kindness toward the other person.  

 One can be kind to their parents who are providing for you or your teachers who are making 

you a better human being.  

 People these days celebrate this day by sending messages through social media platforms. It’s 

an international holiday that is observed in many countries including but not limited to the 

U.S., Canada, Australia, Italy, and India. 
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IBSA Blind Football Women’s Asian/Oceania 

Championship 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Kerala Governor Arif Muhammad Khan inaugurated the IBSA Blind Football 

Women’s Asian/Oceania Championship 2022 at Kochi, Kerala.  

 The IBSA Blind Football Women’s Asian/Oceania Championship 2022 is being held from 

11th November 2022 to 18th November 2022. 
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Kabaddi World Cup 2025: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Kabaddi World Cup will be held in the West Midlands region of the United 

Kingdom. The Kabaddi World Cup 2025 will be hosted out of Asia for the first time 

announced by the World Kabbadi Federation (WKF). 

 The region will host the sport’s most prestigious global tournament which will feature the 

world’s best kabaddi players from leading men’s and women’s teams from India, Iran, and 

Pakistan.  
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 The Kabaddi World Cup 2025 will take place in the West Midlands during the first quarter of 

2025. 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

Preserving the precious: 

 The Ministry of Water Resources recently made public a report that gives a snapshot of 

India’s groundwater situation. On the surface, there is good news: the total annual 

groundwater recharge — defined as the groundwater stored — for the entire country is 437.60 

billion cubic metres (bcm) out of which the quantity extracted was 239.16 bcm.  

 A similar assessment in 2020 found that the annual groundwater recharge was 436 bcm and 

extraction 245 bcm. In 2017, recharge was 432 bcm and extraction 249 bcm.  

 The 2022 assessment suggests that groundwater extraction is the lowest since 2004, when it 

was 231 bcm. A decrease in groundwater extraction may indicate better water management; 

however, the report — called the National Compilation on Dynamic Ground water Resources 

of India — itself says that the improvement is only “marginal” and may be explained by 

natural conditions and changes in methodology that the Central Ground Water Board and 

States, which conduct the survey, adopt.  

 In fact, the number of groundwater blocks, or wells, used for estimation were more than those 

in previous years and it turns out that the percentage of blocks where groundwater was 

‘critically’ low was around 14%, or roughly similar to that in previous years.  
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 Regions with the most blocks with critical groundwater levels are in Punjab, Haryana, Delhi 

and western Uttar Pradesh, where, despite replenishable systems, indiscriminate groundwater 

withdrawal has depressed the water table.  

 Other endangered blocks are in Rajasthan and Gujarat, where due to an arid climate, 

groundwater recharge itself is limited, and finally, parts of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Telangana 

and Andhra Pradesh, where due to inherent characteristics of crystalline water-storing 

aquifers, groundwater availability is low.  

 That much more needs to be done to conserve groundwater is a foregone conclusion. There is 

no central law governing the use of groundwater and various States have their own laws on 

regulating its extraction that are deployed in a perfunctory manner.  

 A draft National Water Policy has recommended a shift in usage from water-guzzling crops 

and prioritising recycled over freshwater for industrial purposes. Water ought not to be 

considered a free, private resource but one whose costs must be measured and borne 

equitably.  

 While water remains a politically contentious subject in India, the climate crisis should 

inspire consensus across the political spectrum on disincentivising wasteful consumption of 

this precious resource. 

A sense of an ending: 

 The release of the six remaining convicts in the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case marks the 

end of a tragic episode that began with India’s disastrous involvement in Sri Lanka’s internal 

strife in the 1980s.  

 The assassination in May 1991, ordered by the LTTE leadership and carried out by a suicide 

bomber, caused revulsion. However, over time, the prolonged incarceration of the seven 

persons ultimately found guilty evoked some public sympathy.  

 Political parties in Tamil Nadu campaigned for the release of the four convicts on death row 

and three serving life terms. The Supreme Court commuted the death sentences to life in 

2014.  

 A resolution adopted by the Tamil Nadu Cabinet in 2018 for releasing them under Article 161 

of the Constitution was not acted upon by the then Governor for a long time. Ultimately, he 

forwarded it to the Centre for its opinion.  

 The Court, earlier this year, found no constitutional basis for the Governor’s action and 

invoked its extraordinary powers to order the release of A.G. Perarivalan. The same benefit 

has now been extended to others.  

 While their release is no occasion to celebrate, contrary to what sections of the media and the 

political class seem to believe, it is not one for lamentation either. The plot’s masterminds are 

dead and only mid-level operatives and some local collaborators were apprehended. A sense 

that 31 years of imprisonment is punishment enough does indeed prevail.  
 Their release is the culmination of due process in a vibrant legal system that is not without its 

flaws. A chilling trial court verdict that sentenced all 26 available accused to death in 1998 

did not impress the Supreme Court.  

 Based on a calmer appraisal of evidence, its 1999 judgment acquitted 19 of them of 

conspiracy charges, resulting in their release. Of the remaining seven, four were sentenced to 

death, and three to life. Nalini, recruited into the plot as a local chaperone to the potential 

suicide bombers, got the benefit of commutation in 2000 itself.  

 So too did Ravichandran, who had hoped to lead an armed separatist movement in Tamil 

Nadu with the LTTE’s help. The prison system, too, proved its benign side. Most of them 
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acquired new educational qualifications, while one could even indulge in literary pursuits. 

Their freedom has come about through legal processes and legitimate advocacy.  

 At the same time, it should not be forgotten that the victims’ families have suffered a lot, with 

few offering them succour or sympathy over the years.  

 The tragic episode should occasion a fresh evaluation of the remission system and norms for 

premature release of life convicts. Going by the glaring omission in this particular case, some 

indication of remorse on the part of the convicts should be a prior requirement. 
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