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Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance leve-4/5) 

 Thirty-nine schools from across the country were awarded the Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar 

for the 2021-2022 academic session by the Ministry of Education.  

 The schools were selected from among a total of 8.23 lakh entries. Out of which 28 were 

government and aided schools and 11 were private schools. 

 The Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar honors the school that has taken exemplary work in 

the field of water, sanitation, and hygiene. 

 

Deloitte India: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance leve-3/5) 

 Senior consultant Romal Shetty has been nominated CEO-designate of Deloitte India 

after a months-long selection process, according to an email sent to the firm’s partners 

late.  

 The next step is for its Indian equity partners to confirm his candidacy. 
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14th edition of Aero India: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance leve-3/5) 

 The 14th edition of Aero India will be held from February 13-17, 2023 at the Air Force 

Station in Yelahanka (Bengalore), announced the Ministry of Defence (MoD).  

 The previous edition of the biennial event was held in a hybrid model in 2021 due to Covid as 

there were several restrictions in place. 

 

Trains with new technology: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance leve-4/5) 

 The trains will be introduced in 2025 with a new technology to prevent the train from 

slowing down due to the centrifugal force of the curve during the journey.  

 It is planned to manufacture 400 Vande Bharat trains by 2025. 100 of these trains will feature 

this new technology. An agreement has been made for that. 

 

Ikshak: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance leve-3/5) 

 Ikshak, the third of the four Survey Vessels (Large) (SVL) projects being built by 

GRSE/L&T for the Indian Navy, was launched on 26 November 22 at Kattupally, 

Chennai.  

 Instead, a new generation of hydrographic instruments will collect oceanographic data. 

Survey vessel (large) ships are 110 m long, 16 m wide and 3400 tons deep displacement and 

are designed to carry a crew of 231. 
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ISRO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance leve-4/5) 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi praised the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) for 

the successful launch of India-Bhutan satellite.   

 ISRO successfully launched 9 satellites including India's Earth observation satellite, 

India-Bhutan joint product INS-2B, Durua. 
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’Track KD’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance leve-4/5) 

 The Tamil Nadu police department has introduced the 'Track KD' app to monitor the 

raiders, through which the activities of the criminals can be easily tracked.  

 In this app, the details of more than 30 thousand criminals in 39 districts and 9 

commissionerates have been digitized. 
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Porunai Literature Festival: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance leve-3/5) 

 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. K. Stalin inaugurated the 2-day Porunai Literature 

Festival in Nellai on 26th and 27th.  

 To celebrate the rich literary traditions of Tamil, the Government of Tamil Nadu is organizing 

five literary festivals in Nellai namely Porunai, Vaigai, Kaveri, Siruvani and Chennai.  

 The first event is being held on the banks of Borunai river. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

A deeper message: 

 At face value, the outcome of Nepal’s general election was, expectedly, favourable to the 

ruling five-party alliance of the Nepali Congress, CPN (Maoist-Centre), CPN (Unified 

Socialist), Loktantrik Samajwadi Party, Nepal and Rastriya Janamorcha, which has won or 

established a lead in at least 87 of the 165 seats in the FPTP system and is tipped to win close 

to half of the 110 proportional representation seats.  

 The coming together of the alliance is what helped it overcome the opposition coalition led by 

the K.P. Oli-helmed Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) — it won or leads 

in 49 seats in the FPTP system while the UML is leading as the single largest party in terms 

of PR votes.  

 But the mandate shows that the long-standing mainstream parties now have challengers — the 

largely urban-based newcomer Rashtriya Swatantra Party has a lead in or won eight seats 

while emerging as the third largest party in vote terms and also get a sizeable number of PR 

seats in the House of Representatives.  

 Led by a former television personality, Rabi Lamichhane, the RSP has vague ideological 

views but a clear position against federalism, seeking to dissolve the provincial assemblies 

that were set up under the federalist constitution. Its performance points to the inability of 

mainstream parties to ensure stability or effect policies to lift the living standards of Nepalis 

in a country that sees much youth out-migration.  
 The election results have also been a blow to the Maoists and the Madhesi parties, which 

played a crucial role in the federalisation of republican Nepal. Their legacy in constitution-

building did not help them overcome the fact that voters were tired of their opportunist 

political stances.  
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 While there is no threat to republicanism or secularism in Nepal, a more comprehensive 

federal agenda will have to ensure that provinces are sufficiently empowered or else the 

enthusiasm for federalism will wane further. The winning Nepali Congress will also have to 

look deeper into its electoral results which has been buoyed by the performance of its youth 

candidates.  

 Led by veterans, the party must consider letting a younger leader (Gagan Thapa) take over. 

Unlike other south Asian democracies, Nepal’s elections were marked by the absence, 

largely, of calls for voting on religious/sectarian basis, and delivered results true to the 

country’s political diversity.  

 Yet, a beleaguered Nepali citizenry that has waited for decades for democracy to unleash 

better developmental outcomes deserves change: it is now up to the parties to provide that. 

A new era: 

 Once a rising star within the ruling United Malays National Organisation (UMNO). And then 

a rebel reformer thrown into prison by his former boss. The story of Anwar Ibrahim is that of 

power, revolt, incarceration and comeback.  

 In the ups and downs of his long career, Mr. Anwar never gave up on his political activism or 

faith in his movement, Reformasi (Reform), which has finally taken him to the office that 

evaded him for over two decades.  

 In last week’s elections, his coalition Pakatan Harapan (PH, Alliance of Hope), emerged as 

the largest bloc in Parliament following which Malaysia’s King appointed the 75-year-old 

leader as the Prime Minister.  

 In the 1990s, Mr. Anwar, then the Deputy Prime Minister, was seen as the obvious successor 

of the all-powerful Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad. But their differences and his calls for 

reform within UMNO and the government led to his downfall. He was jailed over sodomy 

charges, which he denies.  

 Two jail terms later, Mr. Anwar, in 2018, joined hands with Dr. Mahathir, and managed to 

oust from power the UMNO, which was grappling with corruption scandals. Dr. Mahathir, 

who became the Prime Minister again, gave Mr. Anwar a pardon but refused to share power 

with him, pushing the country into political instability.  

 But this time, Mr. Anwar is free of legal hurdles and does not face any immediate challenge 

to his claim to power. The election results, however, also showed Malaysia’s polarising 

polity.  

 This is the first time Malaysians voted in a hung Parliament. Mr. Anwar’s bloc (PH), which 

promised corruption-free governance and protection of minority rights, won 82 seats of the 

222-member Assembly.  

 Former Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin’s Perikatan Nasional (PN) got 73 seats, while 

Prime Minister Ismail Sabri Yaakob’s Barisan Nasional (BN) — dominated by UMNO — 

was defeated with its 30 seats.  

 While the result clearly underscored growing resentment towards UMNO, it also showed the 

rise of the Malaysian Islamic Party (PAS), which is part of the Perikatan coalition. The PAS, 

which won 49 seats on its own, wants a theocratic Islamic rule in Malaysia and religious 

interpretation of the Constitution.  

 Perhaps the biggest challenge Mr. Anwar faces is the growing polarisation of Malaysian 

society. As an opposition leader, he campaigned for equality and minority rights and 

questioned corruption and cronyism. 
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 Now, as Prime Minister, he has to translate them into action. And he has to do so when his 

government would be dependent on coalition partners for majority in Parliament and at a time 

when Islamist forces that challenge his progressive agenda are on the rise. 
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