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November 29, 2022 

S & P Global Ratings: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 S & P Global Ratings lowered India's economic growth forecast for the current fiscal 

year to 7 per cent in November 2022, down from 7.3 per cent it projected in September.  

 S & P has also projected the Indian economy to grow 6 per cent in 2023 and 6.9 per cent in 

2024.  

 Global rating agency Moody's Investors Service had recently slashed India's economic growth 

forecast for 2022 to 7 per cent. 

 

Star Health and Allied Insurance: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Star Health and Allied Insurance, a standalone health insurance company, announced 

the launch of Star out Patient Care Insurance Policy on 29 November 2022. It aims at 

providing complete health and wellness benefits to customers at an affordable cost.  

 Claims processing procedure will be entirely digital. The policy is available on individual or 

floater basis and can cover up to six family members. 
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Actor Janhvi Kapoor: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Consumer products company Marico Limited's brand Saffola Fittify has signed actor 

Janhvi Kapoor as the new face of the brand for its peanut butters and gummies range.  

 The company has also launched a digital campaign 'Health ko rakho fit fit fittify' campaign. 

The campaign film will have the actor as part of the campaign. 
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External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar addressed the seventh edition of the Global 

Technology Summit in New Delhi on 29 November 2022. The three-day Summit is india’s 

annual flagship event on Geotechnology.  

 It is co - hosted by the Ministry of External Affairs and Carnegie India. The theme for 

this year's Summit is "Geopolitics of Technology". The annual event is being held since 

2016. 

 

ISRO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) unveiled the first privately designed 

and operated rocket launchpad and mission control centre in India on 28 November 

2022.  

 The facility was unveiled by S. Somanath, Chairman of ISRO and Secretary Department of 

Space (DoS). It is designed and will be fully operated by homegrown space startup Agnikul 

Cosmos. 
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RBI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 The Reserve Bank of India imposed penalties on three cooperative banks on 28 

November 2022. The central bank imposed penalty on Zoroastrian Co-operative Bank, 

Indian Mercantile Co-operative Bank, Lucknow and Bharat Co-operative Bank, 

Mumbai.  

 It imposed a penalty of 1.25 cr on Zoroastrian Co-operative Bank. The central bank also 

imposed penalties on 5 other cooperative banks. 
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B (v) of SHAKTI Policy: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Ministry of Power kicked off a scheme for procurement of aggregate power of 4500 MW 

on competitive basis or five years on Finance, Own and Operate basis under B (v) of 

SHAKTI Policy.  

 PFC Consulting Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of PFC Ltd has been designated as the Nodal 

Agency by the Ministry of Power. Under the scheme, PFC Consulting Ltd has invited bids for 

the supply of 4,500 MW. 
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Re-Hab: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 KVIC Chairman Manoj Kumar inaugurated the Re-Hab Project by Khadi and Village 

Industries Commission at village Chausla, Nainital on 28 November 2022. Re-Hab 

stands for Reducing Human Attacks using Honey Bees.  

 He also distributed 330 Bee-boxes, bee-colonies and toolkits along with the honey extractors 

to the rural beneficiaries in Chausla village, free of cost. 
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J & K Ltt Governor Manoj Sinha: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 J & K Ltt Governor Manoj Sinha addressed the valedictory session of the 25th National 

Conference on e-Governance at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University on 27 November.  

 The event witnessed the launch of the J & K Vision Document and J & K Cyber Security 

policy and an MoU between the IT Department of J & K and DITECH Haryana. The 

agreement is expected to deepen the collaboration on knowledge sharing. 
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KSCST: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Karnataka State Council for Science and Technology (KSCST) is developing an app - 

based networking platform called "Patentkart" for commercialisation of Intellectual 

Property Rights (IPRs).  

 An initiative under 'Make in India', Patentkart is expected to benefit patent holders and their 

clients in commercialising their IP. The app will be functional by early 2023. 
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Assam CM Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Assam CM Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma on 29 Nov 22 conducted a special meeting of 

cabinet at Silchar for the first time the history of the state.  

 The government of Assam had notified establishment of its Mini Secretariat at Silchar for 

three districts of Barak valley on 19th February, 2021 to bring the government at the doorstep 

of the people. Silchar is a principal town of Barak Valley. 

 

International Day of Solidarity with Palestinian 

People: 29 November: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The International Day of Solidarity with Palestinian People is observed on November 29 

every year. It is a day to inform the public about the issues related to Palestine.  

 The United Nations General Assembly declared November 29 as International Day for 

Solidarity with Palestinian people in the year 1977. It adopted the resolution on the 

partition of Palestine on May 14, 1948. 
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Mauna Loa: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The world's largest active volcano, Hawaii's Mauna Loa, is erupting for the first time in 

almost 40 years. The volcano's alert level has been upgraded from an "advisory "to a 

"warning", the highest classification.  

 Mauna Loa last erupted in March and April of 1984, sending lava flows within 8 kilometres 

of the city of Hilo. The latest eruption began on 27 November night. 
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India-Azerbaijan: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The fifth round of India-Azerbaijan Foreign Office Consultations was held in New Delhi 

on 28 November.  

 Both sides reviewed India-Azerbaijan bilateral relations comprehensively including political, 

trade and economic, consular and culture matters.  

 Views were also exchanged on regional issues and cooperation in the UN and other 

multilateral bodies. Sanjay Verma led the Indian delegation. 

 

Klyuchevskaya Sopka & the Shiveluch volcanoes: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Klyuchevskaya Sopka & the Shiveluch volcanoes in the Kamchatka Peninsula 

erupted recently. It is both the tallest mountain in Siberia and Eurasia's highest active 

volcano. 

 Shiveluch volcano Russia's most active volcano and one of the largest in the Far East. The 

Kamchatka Peninsula is part of the Ring of Fire. 
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"Harimau Shakti -2022": 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India-Malaysia joint military Exercise "Harimau Shakti -2022" commenced at Pulai, 

Kluang, Malaysia on 28th November. It will culminate on 12th December 2022.  

 Exercise HARIMAU SHAKTI is an annual training event between the Indian and Malaysian 

Army which is being conducted since 2012.  

 The scope of this exercise involves a Command Planning Exercise (CPX) at the Battalion 

level. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Time for change: 

 After three years of living under the world’s most stringent pandemic restrictions, thousands 

of people in China have taken to the streets in many cities, calling for an end to lockdowns 

and the “zero-COVID” policy.  

 The ruling Communist Party of China would do well to listen. The unprecedented protests, on 

a scale not seen since 1989, reflect public weariness towards a policy that appears out of date. 

The lockdowns, mass testing and quarantining of infected cases and close contacts formed a 

strategy that helped China emerge faster than any other country out of the first COVID-19 

wave, avoiding mass deaths seen in the rest of the world.  

 The emergence of more transmissible but milder variants has, however, rendered that 

approach increasingly obsolete, particularly when vaccines are enabling countries to live with 

the virus.  

 To deal with new variants, China’s lockdowns have grown harsher. In March, Shanghai was 

placed under a brutal two month-long lockdown that saw food and medicine shortages. It is 

no surprise that one of the biggest protests took place in China’s largest city.  

 What will concern the leadership is that the call to end lockdowns from the mostly young 

protesters will have resonance, as the economic and social costs of zero-COVID grow. The 

trigger for the protests was an apartment fire in Urumqi that claimed 10 lives.  

 The slow emergency response was widely seen as a result of lockdown measures. The 

Chinese leadership has defended zero-COVID, warning that opening up will lead to mass 

deaths.  

 That is, however, only because a large portion of the elderly population remains 

unvaccinated. Rather than continue to devote China’s considerable state capacity towards 

enforcing lockdowns, an urgent nationwide effort to vaccinate the vulnerable is long overdue. 

Data from Hong Kong shows three doses of Chinese vaccines, which are less effective than 

mRNA shots, work well enough to protect the elderly.  
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 The problem is China has dragged its feet on vaccinating its population. As of this month, 

68% of the more than 250 million Chinese aged 60 and above had received three shots. For 

the 30 million Chinese aged 80 and above, only 40% have received three doses. The 

government fears that opening up with such a large vulnerable population would lead to a 

collapse of China’s health-care system and damage its credibility, with President Xi having 

personally backed the zero-COVID approach and framed it as a contrast to the West, which 

has seen mass COVID deaths. Completing the vaccination coverage and simultaneously 

phasing out the zero-COVID strategy seem the only way out. 

Same rights: 

 The Supreme Court has sought the Government’s response to appeals to allow same-sex 

marriage under a special law, in another bid to provide legal sanction to widening social 

customs. 

  A Bench of CJI D.Y. Chandrachud and Justice Hima Kohli agreed to hear two partners who 

said the non-recognition of same-sex marriage amounted to discrimination that struck at the 

rights of LGBTQIA+ couples.  

 The petitioners cited the Special Marriage Act, 1954, which provides a civil marriage for 

couples who cannot marry under their personal law. Listing the case for hearing, the Court 

also transferred cases pending before several High Courts to itself. It is a first step towards 

same-sex marriage, which has been legalised in 30-odd countries, including the U.S. where 

this July the House of Representatives approved legislation to protect such marriages.  

 This legislative action came amidst concern that an aggressive Supreme Court could revisit 

settled laws after it overturned Roe vs Wade on abortion rights. After the K.S. Puttaswamy 

verdict (2017) which upheld the right to privacy and Navtej Singh Johar (2018) that 

decriminalised homosexuality, there was hope that same-sex marriages would follow, but that 

has not been the case.  

 At depositions in courts and outside, the Centre has opposed same-sex marriage, and said 

judicial interference will cause “complete havoc with the delicate balance of personal laws”. 
This is perhaps one of the reasons why the Supreme Court may consider allowing same-sex 

marriage under the Special Marriage Act, and not several other personal laws such as the 

Hindu Marriage Act.  

 Over the past few years, it has passed a series of judgments that challenged conservative 

society and brought hope and expanded the scope for people who do not conform to age-old 

social norms. Eventually though, even if the Court rules in its favour, the march towards 

equality for the LGBTQIA+ community will be long and arduous.  

 Enforcing something like same-sex marriage in a diverse country with varying customs and 

traditions will not be easy. Social mindsets are conservative and so well-entrenched that 

anyone who feels differently is stigmatised, humiliated and ostracised. Together with the 

Court, more needs to be done at the societal level to chip away at conservative views on sex, 

gender, women and the LGBTQIA+ community.  

 Alongside the call for legalising same-sex marriage, activists have been seeking the extension 

of the benefits of a traditional marriage to same-sex couples, including the right to adopt 

children.  

 As people’s relationships change, and society undergoes transformation, constitutional rights 

on freedoms and liberties must extend to every sphere, including a same-sex couple’s life. 
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