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November 5, 2022 

UNFCCC-(COP27): 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union Minister Bhupender Yadav will lead the Indian delegation to attend the 27th Session of 

Conference of Parties of the UNFCCC-United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (COP27). 

 The conference is scheduled to be held at Sharm El - Sheikh , Egypt from 6th to 18th 

November 2022.  

 At COP27, countries come together to take action toward achieving the world's collective 

climate goals as agreed under the Paris agreement and the convention. 

 

Tibet - Xinjiang highway: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Beijing on November 4 , 2022 said it had named 11 bridges along its key Tibet - Xinjiang 

highway , parts of which run through Aksai Chin , after four Chinese soldiers killed in the 

June 2020 Galwan Valley clash.  

 Aksai Chin is a disputed territory controlled by China, which India says is part of 

Ladakh. 
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Dhara Mustard Hybrid - 11 (DMH - 11): 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC), India's apex regulator of 

genetically modified plants and food products, has approved the environmental release 

of Dhara Mustard Hybrid - 11 (DMH - 11).  

 ICAR suggest that DMH - 11 has 28 % higher yields than its parent Varuna and was 37 % 

better than zonal checks, or local varieties that are considered the best in different agro - 

climatic zones. 
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Aruna Sairam: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Carnatic vocalist, composer, collaborator, humanitarian and speaker, Aruna Sairam 

has been honoured with the French government's highest honour, Chevalier de l'Ordre 

des Arts et des award.  

 Aruna Sairam is awarded with Padma Shri by the Central Government and the Sangita 

Kalanidhi by the Music Academy. She was also elected as the Vice - Chairperson of the 

Sangeet Natak Akademi. 
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' CM Dashboard ': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar launched the ' CM Dashboard ' portal 

that will have real - time data of all departments and decisions taken on major schemes.  

 The ' CM Dashboard ' portal will provide live monitoring of every department at the block, 

district and panchayat levels.  

 The portal will have information about the decisions taken by the administrative wing on 

major schemes. 
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IAF & RSAF: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 On 3rd November 2022, the 11th edition of the annual Joint Military Training ( JMT ) 

between the Indian Air Force ( IAF ) & the Royal Singapore Air Force ( RSAF ) 

commenced at Kalaikunda, West Bengal.  

 The two Air Forces have resumed this training after a gap of two years. 

 This edition of JMT would be conducted over a period of six weeks. Chief of the Air Staff: 

Vivek Ram Chaudhari. 
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Aadhaar Mitra: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) on 4th November 2022 launched 

the new Al / ML based chatbot, ' Aadhaar Mitra ' for better resident experience.  

 It has enhanced features like check Aadhaar enrollment / update status & information on 

enrollment centre location.  

 Also, UIDAI has been again placed at the top amongst all government departments for 

resolving public grievances for October 2022. 
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Fatima Sheikh: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Andhra Pradesh government has introduced a lesson on Fatima Sheikh, a India's first 

woman Muslim teacher.  

 Fatima Sheikh is credited with allowing the Phule couple to start the first all-girls school at 

the former's house in erstwhile Poona in Bombay Presidency.  

 Fatima Sheikh taught at all the five schools which were run by Phules. Also , she founded two 

schools in 1851 in Mumbai. 
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Meditation sessions every day for 10 minutes: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Karnataka government on 3rd November 2022 instructed all primary and 

secondary school managements in the state to conduct meditation sessions every day for 

10 minutes.  

 The decision has been taken to improve students ' stamina and concentration, and reduce their 

mental stress.  

 Also, a lesson on Late Kannada actor Puneeth Rajkumar will be included in the school 

syllabus of the Karnataka state board. 

 

Aibawk cluster: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Aibawk cluster in the Aizawl district of Mizoram has become the first cluster to be 

completed under the Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission ( SPMRM ). It has 

completed all the 48 projects planned under SPMRM.  

 It is spread over an area of 522 square km across 11 villages. SPMRM was launched in 2016 

with a vision to provide amenities to rural areas which are perceived to be urban. 

 

Basic football training: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Kerala government has decided to give basic football training to one lakh students 

across the State.  

 The special programme, named as "One Million Goal", would be jointly conducted by the 

State Directorate of Sports & Youth Affairs and the Sports Council.  

 As many as 100 children would be given basic football training at 1,000 centres for 10 days 

from 11th November 2022. Kerala CM: Pinarayi Vijayan. 
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World's longest passenger train: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Switzerland is now home to the world's longest passenger train. The train has 100 

coaches, measures 1910 metres and consists of 4,550 seats.  

 The train was seen passing through the mountainous landscape in the Swiss Alps. Celebrating 

the 175th anniversary of Switzerland's first railway, the country's railway operators came 

together to create the new Guinness. 
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World Tsunami Awareness Day: 5th November: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Every year on 5th November, World Tsunami Awareness Day is celebrated around the 

world to raise awareness about tsunamis. This day was established by the UN in 2015.  

 A tsunami is a series of huge waves created underwater by a disturbance which is referred to 

as earthquakes below the ocean.  

 In the past 100 years, more than 260,000 people have perished in 58 separate tsunamis. 

 

Virat Kohli: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Virat Kohli becomes 1st player to register a hat - trick in the history. At first he scored 82 not 

out again Pakistan, he amassed an unbeaten 62 against the Netherlands. After failing in a 

game with South Africa, he hits registered a crucial fifty against Bangladesh.  

 Kohli is the first player in the history of the T20 World Cup to score 3 or more fifty - 

plus knocks on three occasions. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Hazy Signals: 

 October saw the Goods and Services Tax (GST) yield the second-highest gross monthly 

revenues — a tad short of ₹1.52 lakh crore. This marks the eighth successive month of GST 

collections exceeding ₹1.4 lakh crore, including the record ₹1,67,540 crore kitty in April.  

 The Finance Ministry emphasised that domestic transactions also contributed the second-

highest taxes in the month. Underpinning October’s GST flows, 8.3 crore e-way bills were 

generated in September, which the Ministry said was ‘significantly higher’ than the 7.7 crore 

bills of August.  

 The festive season’s onset surely boosted consumption as well as stocking up by sellers. The 

Government, which has routinely held up GST revenues as a yardstick of strong post-

pandemic economic activity, had ample cause to talk up the latest numbers.  

 April’s record revenues, for instance, were said to be reflecting a faster recovery, and when 

revenues dipped sequentially in May, the Government contended that the financial year 

ending in March had boosted April’s tax kitty. Some of the bump up in October revenues may 

likely be similarly attributable to taxpayers filing quarter-ending returns.  
 It is noteworthy that no such commentary was included in the latest GST revenue statement, 

which has raised eyebrows for what it has chosen to leave out than disclosed. The Ministry 

has omitted basic routinely shared data, such as the year-on-year growth rate for overall 

collections, and an explicit break-up of the growth in revenues from domestic transactions 

(usually clubbed with taxes levied on services imports) and imports of goods.  

 These numbers can be deduced to some extent. Imports of goods appear to have grown at a 

far lower pace than in recent months going by Integrated GST and the GST Cess collections 

on them, rising 13% and 18%, respectively — a great sign for an economy seeking to rein in a 

runaway import bill. Maybe the fact that overall revenues grew 16.6% from October 2021 — 

the lowest growth rate since April’s record kitty — prompted this reticence.  

 But as economists point out, growth rates will moderate owing to simple base effects. 

Another factor may have been the tepid 2.7% sequential growth in revenues despite a 7.8% 
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rise in e-way bills month-on-month. But if inflation is eating into consumption, it will show 

up one way or another.  

 Instead of splicing data, the Government would be better served by expediting reforms to 

shore up revenues. The GST Council, which was to take up some of these reforms in early 

August, must be convened quickly. Demurring over the big picture helps no one. 

Remote voting: 

 India has the largest diaspora population, with nearly 1.35 crore non-resident Indians spread 

across the globe. Many of them leave the country for short-term work and could miss out on 

exercising some of their rights such as registering their vote in India’s Assembly or 

parliamentary elections.  

 Currently, the Election Commission of India (ECI) allows enrolled overseas citizens to vote 

in person at the polling station in the constituency where the person is registered as an 

overseas elector.  

 The necessity to vote in person and the costs have, for overseas citizens, acted as a 

disincentive for their wanting to exercise their mandate. This was evident in the numbers of 

such voters in the 2019 Lok Sabha election — 25,606 among the minuscule 99,844 registered 

electors who voted.  

 In 2014, a committee constituted by the ECI to probe methods to enable overseas voters’ 

mandates concluded that proxy voting was the most viable, though some political parties 

objected to the idea.  

 A Bill was passed in the 16th Lok Sabha (2014-19) to enable this but lapsed. In 2020, the ECI 

approached the Government to permit NRIs to vote via postal ballots, similar to the system 

already used by service voters, i.e., the Electronically Transmitted Postal Ballot System 

(ETPBS), which allows registering their mandate on a downloaded ETPB and sending it to 

the returning officer of the constituency.  
 On the face of it, allowing postal ballot use should be a good move for NRIs, even if this does 

increase the burden on embassy or consular officials.  

 This is also a more trustworthy way of registering mandates rather than appointing proxies — 

which is currently allowed for service personnel who are a limited number in each 

constituency unlike NRIs who could constitute a more substantial chunk among the electorate 

in some States.  

 In the 2014 discussion organised by the ECI, some parties raised the question whether NRIs 

will get a benefit denied to internal migrant workers, but the higher costs of travel back to 

India, as opposed to travelling within, is a valid reason for allowing NRIs the partially 

electronic postal balloting facility.  

 Several democratic countries allow for this option to their overseas citizens, but again, none 

has to deal with anything near the scale India has.  

 The more important question to be tackled while extending the facility of voting to overseas 

Indians is whether longer term migrants should also be allowed to register their mandate as 

the idea behind limiting voters to specific constituencies on account of their residency will 

become infructuous.  

 Therefore, if the postal ballot system is indeed instituted, rules must be clearly framed for 

voters’ eligibility on the basis of their time spent away from the country. 
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