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October 14 , 2022 

WPI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 India's annual wholesale price - based inflation ( WPI ) eased in September 2022 to 

10.70 % as against 12.41 % recorded in August 2022 and 11.8 % in Sept in 2021 , as per 

the government data.  

 The September WPI was lower than the Reuters forecast of 11.50 %. September is the 18th 

consecutive month of double - digit WPI inflation. The Wholesale Price Index ( WPI ) 

touched a record high of 15.88 % in May 2022. 

 

MoU: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 National Highways & Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd ( NHIDCL ) has 

signed an MoU with CSIR - CRRI , IIT Roorkee , IIT Kanpur and NSDC ( National 

Skill Development Corporation ).  

 It has been signed to help introduce innovative technologies and find pragmatic solution to 

the highways construction issues in challenging hilly and border areas. 
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Indian Navy and IIM Nagpur: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Indian Navy and IIM Nagpur signed an MoU on 13 Oct 2022. It has been signed to 

explore opportunities to train , up - skill and re - skill Armed Forces Personnel , Indian 

Navy personnel in particular , in emerging areas.  

 This will facilitate career enhancement / progression of Serving Personnel and up skill retiring 

officers to meet industry requirement. 

 

Cyber Security Exercise " PowerEX ": 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Indian Computer Emergency Response Team ( CERT - In ) in collaboration with Power 

- CSIRTS ( Computer Security Incident Response Teams in Power sector ) , successfully 

conducted the Cyber Security Exercise " PowerEX " on 12 October 2022. 
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  The theme of the exercise was " Defending Cyber induced disruption in IT & OT 

infrastructure " It was hosted by CERT - In on its exercise simulation platform. 

 

Param Kamrupa: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 President Droupadi Murmu on 13th Oct 2022 inaugurated a supercomputer facility ' 

Param Kamrupa ' at IIT Guwahati.  

 The Param Kamrupa , one of its kind supercomputer in the North East region , will be able to 

conduct advanced research in various scientific fields.  

 The President also inaugurated a high - power active and passive component laboratory called 

' SAMEER ' at the institute. 

 

Solar power plant: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Coal India Ltd ( CIL ) will set up a 1,190 - MW solar power plant in the Bikaner district 

of Rajasthan. For this , the CIL on 13th Oct 2022 signed an MoU with Rajasthan Vidyut 

Utpadan Nigam Ltd ( RUVNL ).  

 The solar plant will be set up in a 2,000 - MW solar park being developed by RVUNL in 

Poogal , Bikaner. The state government has allotted 4,846 - hectare land to develop the park. 

 

Biennial Defence Exhibition - DefExpo 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Defence Ministry will organise the 12th edition of the prestigious Biennial Defence 

Exhibition - DefExpo 2022 - in Gandhinagar , Gujarat from 18th to 22nd October 2022. 

It will focus on Land , Air , Naval and Homeland Security systems.  

 This edition of the DefExpo will be the first - ever edition exclusively for Indian companies. 

The theme for the DefExpo 2022 is ' Path to Pride '. 
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17th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas ( PBD ): 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The 17th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas ( PBD ) Convention will be held in Indore , Madhya Pradesh 

in January 2023.  

 Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is celebrated every year on 9th January to mark the contribution of 

the overseas Indian community in the development of India.  

 The 16th PBD was held in January 2019 at Varanasi , Uttar Pradesh. The first Pravasi 

Bharatiya Divas was held in 2003 in New Delhi. 

 

’Aasara’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 As a part of its welfare measures and social safety net strategy , the Telangana 

government has introduced the ' Aasara ' pensions , with a view to ensuring secured life 

for all the poor.  

 It is a welfare scheme of pensions to old people , widows , physically disabled and beedi 

workers. 10,000 new Aasara pensions have been sanctioned under Asif Nagar Mandal 

jurisdiction. 
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Uttar Pradesh Cabinet: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet has approved a new electric vehicle policy and set a target to 

procure 73 lakh metric tonnes of paddy.  

 The Cabinet also gave its nod to develop a ' shani parikrama path ' in the holy city of Mathura 

to attract more devotees.  

 The Cabinet has also approved a plan to procure 1 lakh metric tonnes of maize , 50,000 metric 

tonnes of millet. 

 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


    

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

7 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  
  

  
  

Meghalaya Regulation of Gaming Act , 2021: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Meghalaya government on 13th Oct 2022 repealed the Meghalaya Regulation of Gaming Act 

, 2021 which allowed setting up of casinos in the state.  

 This act was introduced in 2021 with an aim of boosting tourism , revenue generation & 

employment for the people in the state. 

 The Joint Action Committee Against Casino ( JACAC ) & other organisations were strongly 

agitating against setting up the casinos. 

 

SALT: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The World Bank has extended an unconditional loan of $ 250 million to the Supporting 

Andhra's Learning Transformation ( SALT ) project of the Andhra Pradesh 

government.  

 SALT project aims to improve the quality of learning for more than 50 lakh students in the 

state of Andhra Pradesh.  

 The SALT is the first project in the school education sector to be funded by the World Bank 

without any precondition. 
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International E - Waste Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 International E - Waste Day is held on 14 October every year. The day was launched in 2018 

by the WEEE(waste electrical and electronic equipment)Forum to raise the public profile of 

waste electrical and electronic equipment recycling and encourage consumers to recycle.  

 The theme for 2022 is : ' Recycle it all , no matter how small '. According to the Global E 

- waste Monitor 2020 , the world generated 53.6 Metric tons of e - waste in 2019. 
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World Standards Day : 14th October: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Standards Day is observed on 14th October annually and aims to spread awareness 

about the importance of standardisation to the global economy.  

 The International Organisation for Standardisation ( ISO ) was established in 1947 

however the first World Standards Day was celebrated in 1970. 2022 Theme : ' Shared 

Vision for a Better World '. 
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Abdul Latif Rashid: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Iraq's parliament on 13th Oct 2022 elected former minister Abdul Latif Rashid as the 

country's next president. Rashid replaced Barham Saleh as head of state after the two - 

round vote in parliament , winning more than 160 votes against 99 for Saleh.  

 Rashid served as water resources minister from 2003 until 2010 and has been an advisor to 

the head of state since. Iraq Capital : Baghdad. 

 

CRII: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India has moved up 6 places to rank 123 out of 161 countries for reducing inequality , 

according to the 2022 Commitment to Reducing Inequality Index ( CRII ).  

 The 2022 CRII looks at government policies & actions in 161 countries to fight inequality 

during the first 2 years of the COVID - 19 pandemic.  

 Norway leads the index followed by Germany & Australia. The Index is prepared by Oxfam 

International. 
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WWF: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Wildlife populations monitored across the globe have declined by a massive 69 % 

between 1970 & 2018 , according to the World Wildlife Fund's ( WWF ) Living Planet 

Report 2022. Wildlife populations have dipped by 66 % in Africa & 55 % in the Asia 

Pacific.  

 Freshwater populations have declined by 83 %. The report said the main drivers of this 

decline are habitat degradation and climate change. 
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6th Senior Asian Pencak Silat Championship: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 J & K Lt Governor Manoj Sinha on 13th Oct 2022 inaugurated the 6th Senior Asian 

Pencak Silat Championship being held in Srinagar. The event brings together over 150 

athletes from different countries.  

 Pencak Silat is a fighting sport which collectively encompasses martial arts of various styles 

originating from Indonesia. It was introduced in India in 2014. 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

In Preparation: 

 The successful conduct of the 36th National Games across six cities of Gujarat reiterated 

India’s organisational skills. For a country aiming to host the Olympics, conducting the 

National Games with just three months’ notice, spoke of its administrative speed.  

 The State and Central governments, in tandem, produced a star-studded affair even though 

several top athletes pulled out due to fitness issues. The participation of Mirabai Chanu, 

Lovlina Borgohain, Achanta Sharath Kamal, Hima Das, Dutee Chand, Atanu Das and B. Sai 

Praneeth added value.  

 There were some exceptional performances as 38 Games records tumbled in athletics and 36 

in aquatics. Pole vaulters Rosy Meena Paulraj and Siva Subramaniam, 35km race walker Ram 

Baboo and weightlifters N. Ajith (men’s 73kg) and Sambo Lapung (men’s 96kg) were among 

those who set new national marks.  
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 Services continued its dominance as it topped the medals table with 61 gold, 35 silver and 32 

bronze medals to claim the prestigious Raja Bhalendra Singh Cup for the fourth consecutive 

time. Maharashtra (39 gold, 38 silver and 63 bronze) was placed second and secured the top 

position among the States.  

 Host Gujarat (13 gold, 15 silver and 21 bronze) recorded its best-ever performance to finish 

12th. The Games spread awareness about various sports in a State primarily known for 

cricket. Guided tours for students to competition venues provided them once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity to watch different disciplines and their icons.  
 Swimmers Sajan Prakash (eight medals) and 14-year-old Hashika Ramachandra (seven 

medals) were named the best male and female athletes. Sajan had claimed the same honour in 

his home State Kerala seven years ago.  

 Some others — including 10-year-old Shauryajit Khaire, who became a mallakhamb star 

despite losing his father, and boxer Nikhil Dubey, who overcame the grief of his coach’s 

tragic death in a road accident to be the middleweight champion — also hogged the limelight.  

 The Games had its share of criticism due to logistical issues, most of which were addressed 

promptly. The glittering closing ceremony at Surat, attended by Vice-President Jagdeep 

Dhankhar and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, was a reflection of India’s potential to host the 

Olympics in the future.  

 The Gujarat National Games showed how a mega event could be hosted with smart planning 

and without splurging on infrastructure. As the baton passes on to Goa for the 37th edition, it 

will be interesting to see how the tiny State replicates Gujarat’s success next year 

Split over hijab: 

 A two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court has been unable to resolve the conflict between a 

girl student’s freedom to wear a head-scarf and the state’s interest in keeping schools a place 

of equality and secularism.  

 It is unfortunate that a clear verdict did not emerge from the elaborate arguments advanced 

before the Court for and against the Karnataka government’s bar on the wearing of the hijab. 

The split verdict perhaps reflects the division in the wider society on issues concerning 

secularism and the minorities.  

 Justice Hemant Gupta, rejecting the idea that hijab could be worn in addition to the uniform, 

has held that permitting one community to wear religious symbols to class will be the 

antithesis of secularism. Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia, on the other hand, has ruled that asking to 

remove the head-scarf at an institution’s gates is an invasion of their privacy and dignity.  

 The issue is why a head-scarf that does not interfere with the uniform cannot be a matter of 

choice without being a target of hostile discrimination; and whether the hijab is going to be 

used to deny girl students their right to education. Justice Dhulia represents this viewpoint 

when he asserts that discipline should not be at the cost of freedom, when he wonders why a 

girl child wearing a hijab should be a public order problem and declares that ‘reasonable 

accommodation’ of this practice will be a sign of a mature society.  

 He also empathises with the position of girl students who have to overcome greater odds than 

boys to get an education. Justice Gupta, on the other hand, has foregrounded equality and 

discipline as the essential hallmarks of a secular institution in a diverse country, and rules that 

the Government violates no constitutional principle when enforcing a prescribed uniform.  

 He goes to the extent of saying the constitutional goal of fraternity would be defeated if 

students are permitted to carry their apparent religious symbols with them to the classroom. 

The split verdict has given rise to the question of whether matters on which opinions could be 

sharply divided and have significant political implications should be placed before Division 

Benches of even number.  
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 In the prevailing political climate, the Karnataka government mandating either a prescribed 

uniform or any dress that was “in the interest of unity, equality and public order” was seen as 

majoritarian assertion in the garb of enforcing secular norms, equality and discipline in 

educational institutions.  

 A verdict that legitimises this non-inclusive approach to education and a policy that may lead 

to denial of opportunity to Muslim women will not be in the country’s interest. Reasonable 

accommodation should be the course as long as the hijab or any wear, religious or otherwise, 

does not detract from the uniform. 
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