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October 15 , 2022 

GHI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India has been ranked 107th out of 121 countries in the 2022 Global Hunger Index ( GHI ) 

released on 14th October.  

 In 2021 , India was ranked 101st out of 116 countries. India has fared poorer than its 

neighbours Pakistan ( 99th ) , Nepal ( 81st ) and Bangladesh ( 84th ). 

 The index calculates the hunger levels and malnutrition across the world. Published by : 

Concern Worldwide and Welthungerhilfe. 

 

An iconic cable stayed - cum - suspension bridge: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The central government on 13th October approved construction of an iconic cable stayed - 

cum - suspension bridge across the Krishna river connecting Telangana & Andhra Pradesh.  

 Once completed , the bridge would be 2nd of its kind in the world and 1st in India. The 

bridge is expected to cut the distance between Hyderabad and Tirupati by 80 km. 

 It will be built at a cost of ₹ 1,082.56 crores. 
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36 satellites: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Indian Space Research Organisation ( ISRO ) will launch 36 satellites of UK's global 

communications network OneWeb on 23rd October.  

 GSLV MkIII , ISRO's heaviest rocket , will launch these satellites from the spaceport in 

Andhra Pradesh's Sriharikota.  

 With this the GSLV MkIll will enter the global commercial launch service market. This 

launch is being facilitated by Space PSU NewSpace India Ltd. 
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PAI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Haryana has emerged as the best - governed state among 18 large states in the Public 

Affairs Index ( PAI ) 2022 released on 14th Oct 2022. These rankings were released by the 

Bengaluru - based Public Affairs Centre ( PAC ). 

 The states are divided into 2 categories - large & small , & the assessment is done based on 

data from the central govt. Sikkim has bagged the top spot among 10 small states. 
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Hyderabad: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Telangana's Hyderabad city won the overall ' World Green City Award 2022 ' at the 

International Association of Horticulture Producers ( AIPH ) World Green City Awards 

2022 held in Jeju , South Korea on 14th Oct 2022.  

 It also won the ' Living Green for Economic Recovery and Inclusive Growth ' award. 

Hyderabad beat cities like Paris , Mexico City , Montreal & Fortaleza to be adjudged the 

winner. 

 

GEO India 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri on 14th Oct 2022 

inaugurated the three - day 5th South Asian Geoscience Conference ( GEO India 2022 ) 

in Jaipur , Rajasthan. 

 It will be attended by over 100 experts from across India & other countries including the US , 

Norway & the European Central. Delegates will share the latest research on improved 

production of natural gas & oil. 
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Universal health insurance scheme: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio launched a universal health insurance scheme on 

14 October 2022.  

 All government hospitals in the state will also be empanelled to provide in - patient treatment 

under the scheme , and the revenue earned from the scheme can be used by the hospitals for 

improving the delivery of health services in their respective facilities. 
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World Ayurveda Congress & Arogya Expo: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Goa will host 9th World Ayurveda Congress & Arogya Expo from December 8-11 , 

2022. ' Ayurveda for One Health ' is the focal theme of the event.  

 It will be organized by World Ayurveda Foundation , an initiative of Vijnana Bharati.  

 Seven plenary sessions , 16 themes for oral presentation , a string of associated events , and 

public outreach programs will dominate the proceedings of the conclave. 

 

Maa Bharati Ke Sapoot: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched Maa Bharati Ke Sapoot website for 

contribution to the Armed Forces Battle Casualties Welfare Fund , on 14 Oct 22.  

 The Tri - Service fund is utilised for grant of financial assistance to the families of armed 

personnel of 3 forces who laid down their lives in military operations.  

 The amount donated provides financial assistance to the families of martyrs. 
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World Students ' Day : 15th October: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 October 15 is celebrated as World Students ' Day to commemorate the birth 

anniversary of Dr APJ Abdul Kalam , a celebrated Aerospace scientist and former 

President of India ( 2002-07 ).  

 Dr. Kalam is fondly remembered as " People's President " , and he was known for his 

dedication towards promoting education. Dr Kalam was honoured with Padma Vibhushan in 

1990 and Bharat Ratna in 1997. 
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International Day of Rural Women : 15th October: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 October 15 is celebrated as the International Day of Rural women across the world. Aim : to 

promote gender quality & highlight the important role played by women in rural areas.  

 Established in : 2007 by the UN.  

 As per a UN report , approximately 40 % of the total agricultural labour force in 

developing countries comprises women. 2022 Theme : " Rural Women Cultivating Good 

Food for All ". 

 

6th East Asia Summit Education Minister's 

Meeting: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 India participated at the 6th East Asia Summit Education Minister's Meeting held on 14 

October 2022 in Hanoi , Vietnam. Joint Secretary ( International Cooperation ) Ministry of 

Education Ms. Neeta Prasad virtually addressed the gathering.  

 She informed about NEP - 2020 and how it is based on foundational pillars of access , 

equality , quality , affordability and accountability. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Smash Hit: 

 For the very first time, NASA scientists have succeeded in slightly altering the trajectory of 

an asteroid by using a spacecraft to slam into it. On September 27, 4.44 a.m. IST, a small 

spacecraft DART (Double Asteroid Redirection Test) was aimed at a 160-metre-wide asteroid 

Dimorphos, which was orbiting a larger asteroid Didymos, both of which were circling the 

sun, 11.2 million kilometres from the earth. Since neither body would have come closer than 

about 6.4 million km of the earth in their lifetime, they did not pose any threat.  

 However, DART was a test mission to see if this technique, known as kinetic impactor, would 

give the necessary ‘nudge’ to an asteroid and alter its course by a desired amount. After 

studying the two bodies for nearly 10 days, NASA announced that the course of the smaller 

asteroid has indeed been altered a little: initially, the orbit of Dimorphos around Didymos 

took 11 hours and 55 minutes.  

 After the impact, a 32-minute alteration in its orbital period has taken place — it is now 11 

hours and 23 minutes only. The reason for this test is to learn how to use the kinetic impactor 

technique to ‘nudge’ earth-bound asteroids out of the way, years before impact. This is not a 

last-minute effort.  

 A word of caution: all asteroids are not similar, so more tests have to be done to perfect this 

technique. The U.S. is not alone in attempting this. China has a plan to deflect a 40 m wide, 

earth-crossing asteroid named 2020PN1 by 2026.  

 There is a need to develop this technique because an impact with even a small asteroid can 

have serious consequences. The Chicxulub crater is a reminder of the impact of a 10 km wide 

large asteroid that fell on the earth 66 million years ago and wiped out nearly 75% of plant 

and animal life.  

 An impact with an asteroid even about 100 m wide can destroy a city the size of Chennai. The 

other question is whether this technique can be used to deflect asteroids bearing rich bounties 

of minerals and moving them to closer locations from where these can be harvested. No 

country has made this an explicit aim till now.  
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 This first move by NASA to alter the course of a celestial body is a perfect theme for fiction 

and film; most recently, the film “Don’t Look Up” dealt with this theme directly.  

 However, there are many more threats to life on earth, climate change being the most 

imminent and definite. It is to be hoped that this demonstration of the power of engineering 

and science can be extrapolated to ‘kick-start’ a move to avoid the drastic impact of such 

disasters too. 

No time for placebo: 

 India’s apex drug regulator, the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO), has 

barred Haryana-based Maiden Pharmaceuticals Limited from manufacturing medicinal drugs. 

This was after some of the cold-and-cough syrup it manufactured and exported to The 

Gambia were marked out by the World Health Organization (WHO) as being linked to the 

deaths of 66 children there.  

 The concoctions were apparently contaminated with diethylene glycol (DEG) and ethylene 

glycol that may have caused acute kidney failure. The Indian government has said that a full 

report from WHO, establishing a clear, causal link is awaited. The Union Health Ministry has 

constituted a technical committee to advise the Government on its future course of action 

against the company.  

 The provisions of India’s Drugs and Cosmetics Act, in theory, come down heavily on 

manufacturers for making adulterated drugs, and on gross violations of prescribed 

manufacturing practices with imprisonment up to 10 years and fines up to ₹10 lakh.  

 These provisions have been rarely executed despite multiple instances of DEG poisoning in 

India. In 2020, cough syrup made by the Himachal Pradesh-based Digital Vision killed 13 

children in Jammu and Himachal Pradesh; tests showed the presence of DEG.  

 Other inspections by regulatory bodies found that Digital Vision had violated mandatory 

manufacturing practices that would have ensured drugs were not contaminated with DEG. 

However, there have been no successful prosecutions, because, as in other instances of 

adulteration, there is little sustained follow-up to prove to the courts that the products were 

directly responsible for the deaths. Given that the deaths in The Gambia have evoked an 

international outcry — it was highlighted by WHO and India has a reputation as a major 

global supplier of drugs and vaccines — there will likely be greater scrutiny of India’s 

actions.  

 Early responses from India’s health establishment have not been encouraging, with 

assurances that the drugs were only cleared for export to The Gambia and not for sale in 

India.  

 In any case, this is disingenuous as Maiden Pharmaceuticals, whose products were banned in 

Kerala earlier and flagged for substandard quality in Tamil Nadu, has marketed the same 

formulation under different names, and there is no reason to assume that their domestic wares 

undergo a higher standard of production.  

 In the global market of pharmaceuticals, the pandemic burnished the credentials of India’s 

vaccine manufacturers as vital to ensuring that the whole world accessed medicine equitably. 

To rise up the value chain, whether it be vaccines or drugs, India has to work harder at its 

image of having an impartial and independent regulator that can be trusted internationally as 

well as domestically. 
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