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Times Higher Education Rankings 2023: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Times Higher Education Rankings 2023 has been announced. This year , the Indian 

Institute of Science , Bangalore has secured the top place among Indian universities. 

Five Indian universities made it into the world's top 500 varsities.  

 IISc has been placed under the 251-300 bracket. The complete list of the top 10 Indian 

Universities is enlisted below.  

 Globally , the University of Oxford continued to retain the top spot for the seventh 

consecutive year , while the University of Cambridge jumped to joint third from joint fifth 

last year.  

 The US is the most represented country overall with 177 institutions in the overall ranking 

list. 
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Mahakaleshwar temple: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The central government has approved the Rs 209 crore ropeway project for 

Mahakaleshwar temple devotees.  

 Three days after Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the first phase of the 

Mahakaleshwar Temple corridor development project in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, the central 

government has approved the Rs 209 crore two-km ropeway project. 

 

Uttarakhand Government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Uttarakhand Government approves 13 km long ropeway project. It takes around 8 to 12 hours 

to cover the distance between Kedarnath Dham and Sonprayak on foot or by horse. 

 To reduce this, the Uttarakhand government has approved the ropeway project at Kedarnath 

Dham.  

 With the construction of the ropeway, the travel time between Sonprayak and Kedarnath 

Dham is just a few hours. 
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Yaogan-36: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 China launched a new remote sensing satellite into space from the Xichang Satellite Launch 

Center in the southwestern province of Sichuan.  

 The Yaogan-36 satellite was launched by a Long March-2D carrier rocket at 3:12 a.m. 

(Beijing time) on October 15 and successfully entered the planned orbit. This was the 

444th flight of the Long March series of carrier rockets. 
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World Spine Day-2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 World Spine Day is observed annually on October 16. The day also aims to raise awareness 

about the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of back pain and other spine problems.  

 The theme of World Spine Day 2022 is “Every Spine Counts”. 
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World Food Day–2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 World Food Day is observed annually on October 16 to highlight the need for millions of 

people worldwide to continue to have access to healthy and nutritious food.  

 The theme for 2022 is “Leave No One Behind”. 
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8th Women's Asia Cup cricket tournament: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The 8th Women's Asia Cup cricket tournament started on October 1 in Sylhet, Bangladesh. In 

the final match of the Women's Asia Cup Cricket in Bangladesh, the Indian team won 

the trophy for the 7th time against Sri Lanka.  

 Renuka Singh was selected as the best player of the tournament. Deepti Sharma was awarded 

the best player of the series award. 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

Fuel to the fire: 

 The United Kingdom is fast becoming a cautionary tale for how bad politics can lead to even 

worse economics. Prime Minister Liz Truss was once seen as a new hope for breathing life 

back into the sinking fortunes of the U.K. Conservative Party after its previous leader, Boris 

Johnson, squandered the goodwill of success with the COVID-19 vaccine programme and 

embarrassed Downing Street with the Partygate scandal.  

 Now, Ms. Truss is in her party members’ crosshairs after foisting a disastrous set of economic 

policy proposals on the country, which was already shuddering under the weight of global 

developments impacting energy prices, inflation, and economic activity.  

 Flipflops, U-turns and a lack of coherent long-term strategy for economic stability and growth 

have marred what little merit there might have been in her advocacy of policies to transform 

the U.K. into a “high growth, low cost” economy.  
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 The questionable, doctrinaire ideas at the heart of the Truss government’s missteps, which in 

its worst moments required the Bank of England (BoE) to step in with a £65bn emergency 

bond buying programme to stabilise gilts and the cost of government borrowing, stem from 

her campaign promise to cut taxes extensively.  

 While most Tories would in principle be happy with that proposition, what has befuddled 

macroeconomists is that instead of following up her energy price guarantee scheme — a 

timely intervention in the face of rising gas prices linked to the Ukraine invasion — with 

consultation with the BoE on stabilising inflation, Ms. Truss jumped headlong into tax cut 

mode.  
 The cost of this ill-timed fiscal foray was severe. The proposal of Ms. Truss and erstwhile 

Chancellor of the Exchequer, Kwasi Kwarteng, to abolish the 45% top rate of income tax on 

incomes of £150,000 or higher, raised eyebrows. Combined with their unfunded plan to scrap 

an increase in corporate tax from 19% to 25%, from next April, it was clear that these 

measures would burn £45bn in government finances.  

 The market turmoil has signalled the true extent of disapproval of Ms. Truss’s formulas — 

yields on 10-year government bonds jumped from 3.5% to 4.3%, then held firm at nearly 

4.05% after BoE intervention.  

 Meanwhile the pound lost value, the mortgage market was thrown into chaos, and the country 

is now staring at a bumpy path ahead before inflation can be tamed. Far from being the leader 

who could extricate the Conservative Party from its shambolic, scandal-ridden image, Ms. 

Truss has likely added the label of “incompetence” to the Tory governance image. For her 

poor performance, her time on Downing Street may draw to a close sooner than she expected. 
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