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October 18 , 2022 

MPI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The number of people living below the poverty line in India decreased by 415 million 

between 2005-06 & 2019-21 , according to a Multidimensional Poverty Index ( MPI ) 

released on 17th Oct 2022.  

 The index has been released jointly by the UN Development Programme ( UNDP ) and the 

Oxford University. However , the index has stated that India still has the world's highest 

number of poor at 228.9 mil. 

 

ISA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union Minister R.K. Singh on 18th Oct 2022 inaugurated the 5th Assembly of the 

International Solar Alliance ( ISA ) in New Delhi. Ministers and delegates from 110 member 

countries are attending the Assembly.  

 Presently , India holds the office of the President of the ISA Assembly.ISA HQ : 

Gurugram. ISA is an international organisation , which works to improve energy access & 

promote solar power. 
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CASHe & IRCTC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 CASHe has partnered with the Indian Railways Catering and Tourism Corporation ( 

IRCTC ) to provide a ' travel now pay later ' payment option on its travel app , IRCTC 

Rail Connect.  

 This will enable travellers of Indian Railways to book their rail tickets instantly and pay for it 

later in EMIS.  

 More than 1.5 million railway tickets are booked on the IRCTC travel app per day. IRCTC 

Founded : 1999. 
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CJI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 President Droupadi Murmu on 17th Oct 2022 appointed Justice D Y Chandrachud as 

the new Chief Justice of India ( CJI ). Justice Chandrachud will assume charge as the 

50th CJI on 9th Nov 2022. 

 He will succeed present CJI Justice U U Lalit. Justice Chandrachud was appointed as a Judge 

of the Supreme Court in 2016. His father , Justice YV . Chandrachud , was the 16th Chief 

Justice of India. 
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2 - day PM Kisan Samman Sammelan 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 PM Modi on 17th Oct 2022 inaugurated the two - day PM Kisan Samman Sammelan 

2022 at the Indian Agricultural Research Institute in New Delhi.  

 The event is aimed at making lives of farmers easier , boost their capabilities and promote 

advanced agricultural techniques.  

 The PM also launched the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Urvarak Pariyojana - One Nation One 

fertiliser during the event. 
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First SemiconIndia Future Design roadshow: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union MoS for Electronics & Information Technology Rajeev Chandrasekhar flagged 

off the first SemiconIndia Future Design roadshow in Gujarat on 17th October 2022. 

 The roadshow has been launched as part of the efforts to give a boost to the semiconductor 

design industry in India.  

 The minister also launched the ISRO tested and qualified NavIC Receiver Chipsets at the 

event. 
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Bandhan Bank: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Bandhan Bank has announced that it has roped in Sourav Ganguly as its brand 

ambassador. Bandhan Bank is a pan India bank that provides banking services through 

its 5,644 banking outlets spread across 34 of the 36 states & UTs in the country. 

 Apart from this Dreamsetgo recently announced him as the first brand ambassador. Founded : 

2015. Founder & CEO : Chandra Shekhar Ghosh. HQ : Kolkata. 

 

Gujarat & EC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 For the first time , over 1,000 corporate houses in Gujarat have  signed agreements with 

the Election Commission ( EC ) , to monitor the " electoral participation of their 

workforce ".  

 As part of the agreement , these firms will help to enforce the guidelines of the Election 

Commission & will also publish the names of those who don't vote , on their websites or 

office notice boards. 
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Google & Assam: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Google has signed an MoU with the Assam govt in order to promote digital growth and 

development in the state.  

 Google will collaborate with the Assam government's Skill , Employment & Entrepreneurship 

Dept ( SEED ) to strengthen their school digitization efforts with digital learning tools and 

solutions.  

 Google will also extend scholarships for Google Career Certificates to Assam's youth. 
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" Sree Chithra Conclave 2022 ": 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union MoS for External Affairs V. Muraleedharan on 17th oct 2022 inaugurated the 2 - 

day " Sree Chithra Conclave 2022 " in Thiruvananthapuram , Kerala.  

 It has been organized by Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology.  

 Objective : to bring together various professionals on a single platform to address the 

technological challenges in the healthcare sector in the country. 
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CCMB: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Hyderabad - based Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology ( CCMB ) has 

become part of the world's largest and most diverse genomic study covering 54 lakh 

individuals. It identified 12222 places in the human genome that are associated with 

human height. 

 The findings from the path - breaking study have the potential to help researchers worldwide 

understand how the human body grows. 
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Booker Prize: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Sri Lankan author Shehan Karunatilaka on 17th October 2022 won the 2022 Booker 

Prize for his second novel ' The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida '.  

 47 - year - old Karunatilaka has become the 2nd Sri Lankan to win the prestigious literary 

prize after Michael Ondaatje. 

 The Booker Prize is awarded annually to a book published in English in the United Kingdom 

& Ireland. First awarded : 1969. 
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World Trauma Day : 17th October: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Every year , 17th October is celebrated as World Trauma Day. This day highlights the 

increasing rate of accidents and injuries causing death and disability across the world and the 

need to prevent them. Trauma means " any injury caused to the body ".  

 Every year , about 5 million people die from injuries across the world. World Trauma 

Day started in 2011 in New Delhi. 

 

Sweden: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 
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 Conservative leader Ulf Kristersson was on 17th Oct 2022 elected as Sweden's new Prime 

Minister . Kristersson , 58 , was elected with 176 votes in favour and 173 against , after 

announcing a deal to form a three - party government.  

 Kristersson will succeed Magdalena Andersson as Sweden's new Prime Minister. 

Andersson became Sweden's first female prime minister in 2021. Sweden Capital : 

Stockholm. 

 

NATO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 NATO on 17th Oct 2022 began its long - planned annual nuclear exercise " Steadfast 

Noon " in northwestern Europe. 14 of the 30 NATO members are participating in this 

exercise which is being hosted by Belgium in 2022.  

 The exercise will run until 30th October. The main part of the drill will be conducted more 

than 1,000 km from Russia. North Atlantic Treaty Organization. ( NATO ) HQ : Brussels , 

Belgium. 
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BCCI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Former cricketer Roger Binny has been elected as the 36th President of the Board of 

Control for Cricket in India ( BCCI ). He replaces Sourav Ganguly , who held the post 

since 2019.  

 Binny , 67 , was one of the architects of India's 1983 World Cup triumph and president of the 

Karnataka State Cricket Association. Jay Shah will continue for a second term as the secretary 

of the BCCI. 
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Jyothi Yarraji: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Jyothi Yarraji on 17th Oct 2022 became the first Indian woman to finish the 100m 

hurdles race in under 13 seconds at the National Open Athletics Championships in 

Bengaluru.  

 Her earlier national record was 13.04 seconds set in May 2022. National Open Athletics 

Championships first held : 1961. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Gone Girls: 

 Reported violence against women is the proverbial tip of the iceberg; it conceals more than it 

reveals. But what it reveals can sometimes shock the collective conscience of a nation, 

especially a heinous crime that plays out in broad daylight as an assault on a young woman.  

 Last week’s incident of violence in Chennai, where college student Sathyapriya was 

decapitated as a young man pursuing her romantically pushed her in the path of an oncoming 

train did no less tug at the heartstrings of the public.  

 The incidents of violence against women in train stations in Chennai are following a nearly 

copycat pattern after Swathi, a young techie was murdered in 2016, in broad daylight by a 

man, who was again stalking her, in a railway station.  

 In 2021, Swetha, a young college goer was murdered near a suburban train station by a man 

in a ‘troubled relationship’ with her. In each of these cases, the inability of the stalker to 

accept the fact that his overtures were turned down by the girl directly led to the violence.  

 Earlier this month, an eight-year-old girl in Delhi was kidnapped, sexually assaulted and 

murdered. In September, the bodies of two teenaged girls were found in Lakhimpur Kheri in 

Uttar Pradesh. Police said they had been strangled with a scarf and hung from a tree after they 

were raped.  

 Only a few cases hit the headlines or make an impact on social media. Many more go 

unreported, the massive unseen underbelly of the iceberg. In the chequered history of 

handling the many forms of violence against women in India, the horrific Nirbhaya rape of 

2012 is a definitive milestone.  

 It rocked the nation with such force that lawmakers rushed to strengthen laws, and put in 

place systems and infrastructure that were meant to ensure such dreadful incidents are never 

repeated. However, according to National Crime Records Bureau statistics, a whopping 

4,28,278 lakh crimes against women happened in 2021.  

 These included rape, rape and murder, dowry harassment, kidnapping, forced marriage, 

trafficking, and online harassment. At this juncture, a decade later, it is pertinent to ask if the 

Government has rolled out all the strategies conceived of and fuelled by the Nirbhaya Fund.  

 Speedy process of trial and resolution resulting in conviction of the accused is a casualty in 

courts that are flooded with pending cases.  

 The Sustainable Development Goals underline the importance of building safe, resilient and 

inclusive cities from a gender lens. No slackening on the part of authorities is acceptable 

when it comes to dealing with violence against women; zero tolerance alone is acceptable. 

Tread Carefully: 

 India’s latest inflation data present policymakers with a fraught choice: whether to respond to 

the latest acceleration in retail price gains to a five-month high with more sizeable interest 

rate increases, or pause the monetary tightening so as to allow fragile growth to gain more 

traction.  

 Inflation figures based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI) show retail price gains on a 

resurgent trajectory with food prices leading the charge. Vegetables and cereals were the 

biggest culprits, with the prices of the former surging 18% from a year earlier and rising a 

substantial 2.6% from the preceding month; staple grains, including rice and wheat, climbed 

11.5% from September 2021 and increased 2% from August levels.  
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 These two food items have a combined weight of 15.7% in the overall CPI and account for 

more than a third of the food and beverages category’s cumulative weight. Rice prices have 

continued to rise in the face of a projected 6% shortfall in kharif output, the Government’s 

efforts to ease supply through export curbs on non-Basmati rice notwithstanding.  

 Heavy rains at the monsoon’s tail end have hit vegetable output, causing wholesale level 

prices to accelerate by an eye-watering 39.7% in September, with month-on-month gains 

alone exceeding 10%.  

 The forecast for food prices, therefore, remains clouded with uncertainty, at least in the short 

term, with the risks tilted to the upside. The rupee’s continuing depreciation against the dollar 

has further roiled the outlook for price stability, with imported inflation hard to counter 

through monetary measures.  

 As RBI Deputy Governor Michael Patra noted in the central bank’s Monetary Policy 

Committee meeting last month, that India is a ‘net commodity importer, with over a third of 

the CPI being imported’ complicates policymaking, especially when the terms of trade turn 

unfavourable.  

 Also, with five of the six services categories registering sequential inflation as well, it is hard 

to disagree with RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das’s argument that policy must be aimed at 

preventing price pressures from broadening.  

 Still, with the latest private sector output trends in S&P Global’s survey-based manufacturing 

and services PMI data for September flagging a renewed slowdown, and a looming global 

recession pointing to a decline in demand for India’s exports, the outlook for growth appears 

tenuous.  

 Given that monetary policy affects real interest rates with a distinct lag, it may be a difficult 

but wiser choice to heed the MPC’s dissenting voices of Ashima Goyal and Jayanth Varma 

and refrain momentarily from raising interest rates till the fog of uncertainty lifts and a clearer 

picture of price and growth trends emerges. 

Hill race: 

 As Himachal Pradesh prepares for the Assembly election on November 12, the stage looks set 

for yet another bipolar contest between the Bharatiya Janata Party and the Congress. The 

initial euphoria in the hill State after the entry of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), following its 

emphatic win in neighbouring Punjab, is fizzling out.  

 In the past three decades, Himachal has seen a bipolar electoral system, with the Congress and 

the BJP alternately forming the government every five years. The upcoming battle does not 

seem any different, though the entry of AAP has added a tinge of a new flavour to the election 

fare.  

 While the ruling BJP is harping on its ‘development’ works in the past four years to retain 

power, rising corruption, inflation, unemployment, demand for an old pension scheme for 

government employees, and poor facilities in the health and education sectors are key issues 

being raised by the Opposition, including the Congress and AAP.  

 The BJP is focusing on ‘mission repeat’ and steering its campaign on a ‘double engine’ plank 

around the ‘development’ works done by the Centre and the State government. The BJP’s 

blistering campaign is being led by the central leadership. 

 In the past few months, its prominent leaders including Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home 

Minister Amit Shah, and party president J.P. Nadda, who hails from Himachal Pradesh, have 

addressed several rallies.  
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 The electioneering for the Congress party, which is fighting to wrest power from the BJP, has 

been largely steered by the State leadership, though last week, Congress general secretary 

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra addressed the first election rally.  

 The Congress is harping on the ‘anti-incumbency’ factor against the BJP, but the going is not 

smooth. In the absence of its tallest leader and six-time Chief Minister, the late Virbhadra 

Singh, there seems to be a ‘vacuum’ in the State leadership, even though his wife Pratibha 

Singh was given the reins of the party; the appeal and political acumen of the former Chief 

Minister seem difficult to replace.  

 In the absence of a strong State leadership, factionalism has been coming to the fore time and 

again. This has led to several senior leaders including sitting MLAs quitting party posts.  

 The problem of there being several claimants for the post of Chief Minister is another 

concern. While the BJP appears geared to tackle the headwinds, the Congress seems ill-

prepared to convert the resentment against the ruling party into a sentiment in its favour. 
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