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PMAY Awards: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Madhya Pradesh has achieved second rank in the country under the ' Best Performing 

State ' category in the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Urban scheme.  

 The state has received awards in eight categories in the PMAY Awards - 2021 : 150 Days 

Challenge. It shared the special category award with Gujarat in Best State for Convergence , 

and with Jharkhand and Arunachal Pradesh in Best State for Conducting Information. 

 

India's new domestic tourism policy: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Prayagraj , Chitrakoot , and Gwalior are among the cities identified in 15 States to be 

promoted as part of India's new domestic tourism policy.  

 The initiative is being taken as part of the first phase of the ' Swadesh Darshan 2 ' which will 

be kicked off from January 2023. 

  The scheme was launched by the Centre in 2014-15 for the integrated development of theme 

- based tourist circuits. 
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Mission LIFE: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched Mission LIFE at the Statue of Unity in 

Gujarat in the presence of UN Secretary - General Antonio Guterres on 20 October 

2022.  

 He also participated in the Heads of Missions conference at Kevadiya. He inaugurated and 

laid the foundation stone for 1,970 crore at Vyara in Tapi district of South Gujarat. 

 

IAF: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 
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 PM Modi on 19th Oct 2022 laid the foundation stone for Indian Air Force ( IAF ) ' s new 

airbase at Deesa in Banaskantha district of Gujarat.  

 The Deesa air base , mere 130 km from the Indo - Pak border , will bridge the crucial gap 

between Gujarat's Bhuj airbase and Rajasthan's Uttarlai airbase It will be built at a total cost 

of Rs1000 crore and it is expected to be operational in 2024. 

 

' Mission Schools of Excellence ': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 PM Modi on 19th Oct 2022 launched the ' Mission Schools of Excellence ' project in 

Gandhinagar , Gujarat.  

 The Mission has been conceived with a total outlay of Rs10,000 Crores & it is partially 

funded by the World Bank.  

 It will help strengthen the education infrastructure in Gujarat by setting up new & smart 

classrooms , computer labs and overall upgradation of the infrastructure of schools. 
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Goa Government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Goa government on 18th Oct 2022 announced that it will come up with a mobile 

application , which will be a common platform for the entire taxi industry in the state.  

 This new app will be called " Goa Taxi " & it will be launched in the state by the New year ( 

2023 ). 

 95 % of the benefits from the Goa Taxi App will go to the taxi operators & 5 % will go 

towards creating a pension or welfare fund. 
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SJVN: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam ( SJVN ) has signed an MoU with Assam Power Distribution 

Company ( APDCL ) to develop 1,000 MW floating solar power projects in Assam.  

 Under the MoU , the companies will form a Joint Venture & SJVN will make an investment 

of ₹ 6,000 crore in the state to develop the project.  

 SJVN is an Indian PSU involved in hydroelectric power generation and transmission. HQ : 

Shimla. 
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Tech Mahindra & Gujarat: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Indian IT services company Tech Mahindra has signed an MoU with the Gujarat 

government to offer cutting - edge digital engineering services in the state.  

 Under the MoU , Tech Mahindra will provide digital engineering services to enable 

businesses to navigate digital transformation challenges.  

 In August 2022 , the Gujarat government had signed an MoU with L & T to set up an IT park 

in Vadodara. 
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State - level committee: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Tamil Nadu government has constituted a state - level committee to conserve vultures.  

 The panel would set up vulture conservation breeding centres and rescue centres to 

cater to injured and sick vultures , besides prepare the Tamil Nadu Action Plan for 

Vulture Conservation.  

 10 - member State Level Vulture Conservation Committee headed by the Principal Chief 

Conservator of Forests. 
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World Statistics Day : 20 October: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Statistics Day is being observed on October 20 every five years. The day 

highlights the significance of data and statistics in the day - to - day development of 

society.  

 The day was designated in 2010 by the United Nations Statistical Commission. The theme for 

2022 is ' Data for Sustainable Development'. 
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Ballon d'Or: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Real Madrid captain Karim Benzema won the men's Ballon d'Or 2022 award on 17th 

Oct 2022 in Paris , France. It was Karim's maiden Ballon d'Or award.While Barcelona's 

Alexia Putellas bagged the Women's Ballon d'Or 2022 award.  

 It was her second successive Ballon d'Or award. The Ballon d'Or is an annual football award 

presented by the French news magazine France Football since 1956. 
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World Osteoporosis Day : 20th October: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Osteoporosis Day is celebrated every year on 20th October across the world. The 

purpose of this day is to create awareness about the prevention , diagnosis , and treatment of 

Osteoporosis. Osteoporosis is a condition in which bones become weak and brittle. 

 This day was first observed in 1996 by the National Osteoporosis Society of the UK. 

2022 Theme : " Step Up For Bone Health ". 

 

Fifth Khelo India Youth Games -2022: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Fifth Khelo India Youth Games -2022 will be held in the State of Madhya Pradesh. 

This was announced by Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Anurag Singh 

Thakur.  

 It will be held at eight locations and more than 8,500 athletes and sportspersons are expected 

to participate.  

 It will be held at different places in the state including Bhopal , Indore , Gwalior , Ujjain , and 

Jabalpur. 

 

Sajan Bhanwal: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Sajan Bhanwal became the first - ever Indian Greco - Roman wrestler to win a medal at 

the Under - 23 World Wrestling Championship in Spain on 19th Oct. He defeated 

Ukraine's Dmytro Vasetskyi in the 77kg event and won the bronze medal. 

 Greco - Roman is a form of wrestling that allows wrestlers to use only their upper body. U23 

World Wrestling Championships was first time held in 2017 in Poland. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

A travesty of injustice: 

 An investigation report is not a clean slate on which the investigator can record his whimsy 

that flies in the face of facts. Did the Arumughaswamy Commission of Inquiry’s final report 

clarify the circumstances that led to the death of former Chief Minister Jayalalithaa, as 

mandated by the terms of reference or did it rest with a conclusion that followed a preset 

diabolical script, accentuating conspiracy theories hatched within a context of political 

opportunism?  

 The report that was submitted in the Tamil Nadu Assembly on Tuesday found fault with 

Jayalalithaa’s aide V.K. Sasikala, former Health Minister C. Vijayabaskar, two IAS officers, 

and three doctors, and recommended further investigation against them. However, it falls 

perplexingly short of explaining where the fault lay with those it found culpable, or tracing a 

damning trail of evidence to their doorstep.  

 Justice Arumughaswamy, trained as a lawyer and not in medicine, makes post-facto 

judgments about the medical procedures (angio/surgery for a heart condition) that must have 

been followed in treating Jayalalithaa during her 75-day stint at Apollo hospital, and goes 

further out of line to make allegations against qualified medical professionals in charge of 

treatment, based on these conjectures.  

 In a glaring lapse, he completely sidesteps the AIIMS medical experts’ committee’s 

(constituted by the Supreme Court of India) report released earlier, agreeing with the 

treatment course, and the final diagnosis by the hospital.  
 The report cherry picks elements from the range of options provided by a panel of doctors, 

and part-phrases from depositions that suit a seemingly pre-determined narrative to arrive at 

conclusions.  

 Worse, it peddles lies to heap calumny on respondents and witnesses, particularly obvious 

when it asks why Jayalalithaa was not taken abroad for treatment after she had agreed to it, 

ignoring documentation enclosed as part of the report recording that she categorically refused 

to be shifted out of the country for treatment.  
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 The report itself encloses elaborate documentation on treatment from the hospital and yet, 

unfathomably, accuses it of not providing contra-evidence or documents (on the surgery 

aspect). Coming five years after the commission of inquiry was constituted, and nearly six 

years after the death of Jayalalithaa, the report makes no attempt to render any justice, but 

steps out of line in making unqualified calls on medicine, and reeks of malfeasance.  

 The Tamil Nadu government has done its duty by presenting the report in the Assembly, and 

seeking legal opinion on it. It is now obligated to render true justice in the matter by ensuring 

that this long-drawn-out issue is well and truly buried, along with the report. 

Murders most foul: 

 The dastardly murder of a Kashmiri Pandit farmer in Shopian in south Kashmir recently 

follows a series of attacks on the minority community in the Union Territory (UT), with at 

least six Pandits having been killed in targeted attacks by militants this year.  

 Despite assurances on the community’s protection, the recurring attacks have increased its 

sense of fear, with several families having fled the Valley earlier this year. At one level, these 

attacks reflect the desperation of radical elements in the separatist current in the Valley, who 

rely on such murders to create a fear psychosis, invite inevitable state repression in retaliation, 

and seek to exploit the discontent and disaffection from state actions.  

 This is evident in the statement released online by the purported attackers who use the excuse 

of the change in the status of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) in the Indian Union for the targeted 

murders and also warn of further attacks.  

 That hapless civilians — migrant workers, farmers and government officers — have been the 

victims brings back memories of the exodus of minorities following violence in the Valley in 

the 1990s, notwithstanding condemnation of the violence now by mainstream and separatist 

leaders and also civil society.  

 A clinical approach to finding and punishing the perpetrators will be better than seeking to 

dragnet suspects; it is important to isolate the radicals. The UT administration must also not 

spare any expense in renewing its commitment to protecting the Pandits and migrants.  
 The attacks and killings also suggest the failure of the Union government’s decisions — the 

dilution of Article 370 and the bifurcation of J&K — in arresting the trend of violence in the 

Valley in the latter part of the last decade.  

 Worse, the renewed violence against minorities reflects the deterioration of the situation in 

the Valley just a few years after democratic participation had improved steadily, reflecting a 

sense of ease with the mainstream polity among the citizenry.  

 That these attacks have continued with impunity calls into question whether the authoritarian 

turn to governance in Kashmir has had any fruitful impact. Besides the emasculation of nearly 

the entire Kashmiri polity — both mainstream and separatist — and persisting disaffection, 

there is now increased religious polarisation, which has led to the burgeoning of violent 

radical elements.  

 The persistence of a security-centric approach to the Kashmir issue and the lack of ownership 

in governance among the citizenry due to the absence of an elected authority have only added 

to the alienation in India’s most conflict-prone province. 
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