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February 11-13, 2023 

BSNL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 The central government has approved the appointment of Rajeev Kumar as the director of 

BSNL Limited, a telecommunication company.  

 He is working as General Manager (GM) in the same company. Rajeev was nominated for the 

post of Director of BSNL Limited by the PESB Board. He was nominated for the post from a list 

of three candidates who were interviewed for the post. 

 

Indian Rice Congress: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 The 2nd Indian Rice Congress 2023 was inaugurated in Cuttack by President Droupadi 

Murmu in the presence of Odisha Governor Prof. Ganeshi Lal, Union Minister of 
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Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Narendra Singh Tomar, and Odisha Minister of 

Agriculture and Farmers Empowerment, Fisheries, and Animal Resource Development, 

Ranendra Pratap Swain.  

 President Murmu informed that India is the leading consumer and exporter of rice, for which a lot 

of credit goes to the institute, but when the country became independent, the situation was 

different. 

 

RCA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 DHARA, Driving Holistic Action for Urban Rivers, the annual meeting of the members of 

the River Cities Alliance (RCA) is organized by the National Mission for Clean Ganga 

(NMGC), partnered with the National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) from 13th to 14th 

February 2023 in Pune. 

 The Union Minister for Jal Shakti, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat will address the inaugural event 

while the Minister of State for Housing and Urban Affairs, Kaushal Kishore will deliver the 

valedictory address on day two. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


P a g e  | 3    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

 

World Hindi Conference: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Fiji Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka to 

inaugurate the three-day event’ the 12th World Hindi Conference on 15th February at the 

Pacific Island nation.  

 The 12th World Hindi Conference, scheduled to be held at Nadi from 15th February to 17th 

February 2023, will be on the theme “Hindi – Traditional Knowledge to Artificial Intelligence”. 
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New Governors: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 President of India Droupadi Murmu appointed 13 new Governors while accepting the 

resignations of Bhagat Singh Koshyari as Governor of Maharashtra and of Radha Krishnan 

Mathur as Lt. Governor of Ladakh on 12 February. 

The fresh appointments: 

Governor of Arunachal Pradesh-Lt. General Kaiwalya Trivikram Parnaik (Retired). 

Governor of Sikkim- Lakshman Prasad Acharya. 

Governor of Jharkhand- C P Radhakrishnan. 

Governor of Himachal Pradesh- Shiv Pratap Shukla. 

Governor of Assam- Gulab Chand Kataria. 

Governor of Andhra Pradesh- S.Abdul Nazeer. 
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Change of states of some current governors: 

Governor of Andhra Pradesh appointed as Governor of Chhattisgarh- Justice (Retd) Biswa Bhusan 

Harichandan 

Governor of Chhattisgarh appointed as Governor of Manipur- Anusuiya Uikye 

Governor of Manipur appointed as Governor of Nagaland- La. Ganesan 

Governor of Bihar appointed as Governor of Meghalaya- Phagu Chauhan 

Governor of Himachal Pradesh appointed as Governor of Bihar-Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar 

Governor of Arunachal Pradesh appointed as Lt. Governor of Ladakh- Brig (Dr) B D Mishra (Retd) 

Governor of Jharkhand appointed as Governor of Maharashtra- Ramesh Bais. 

 

Air India Ltd: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 In an effort to rebuild itself with a fleet that can compete with regional low-cost rivals and strong 

Gulf airlines like Emirates, Air India Ltd. has signed deals with Airbus SE and Boeing Co. for 

what may end up being the largest acquisition of aircraft in commercial aviation history. 

 

Family ID – One Family One Identity: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Uttar Pradesh government has launched the portal for the creation of ‘Family ID – 

One Family One Identity’, to identify families as a unit for implementing the ‘one job per 

family’ proposal. 

 According to a state government, all such families that are not eligible for the National Food 

Security Scheme will be able to avail of the ID, while the ration card ID of the families having it, 

will be considered as their family ID. 
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National Deworming Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The National Deworming Day is observed on February 10 every year. It is an initiative 

taken by the Government of India to deworm all the children across the nation in the age 

group of 1 to 19.Worms are parasites, which live in human intestines for food and survival.  

 The worms consume nutrients meant for the human body and cause blood loss, poor nutrition and 

stunt growth. 
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NPC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The annual celebration of National Productivity Day is observed on February 12, 

coordinated by the National Productivity Council (NPC).  

 The NPC’s mission is to promote awareness towards increasing the productivity of the country. 

The day is celebrated as part of National Productivity Week, which is observed from February 12 

to 18. 
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ICAO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

  India’s aviation safety oversight ranking has jumped to the 55th position from 112th place 

earlier, with a significant improvement in the country’s score under the ICAO’s coordinated 

validation mission, according to regulator DGCA. 
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GA Infra Pvt Ltd:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 GA Infra Pvt Ltd, a leading infrastructure company in India, has been awarded the 

contract for designing and constructing the country’s first National Metro Rail Knowledge 

Centre.  

 The centre will be located at the Vishwavidyalaya Metro Station in Delhi and built on a Public-

Private Partnership (PPP) model. 
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Chola inscription: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Many new inscriptions have been discovered in the Hosur Chandrasudeswarar temple. A 

Chola inscription with a tiger symbol has been found in them. This is the first tiger symbol 

of Tamil Nadu with Chola's image.  

 Therefore, this discovery can play an important role in the historical study of Chola and can 

attract the attention of historians. It is the second tiger symbol discovered in Tamil Nadu after 

Panneeswaramadam. 
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Tamil Nadu Government & Nissan: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 An MoU was signed between Tamil Nadu Government and Nissan in Chennai in the 

presence of Chief Minister M. K. Stalin.  

 The Tamil Nadu government has informed that 2,000 people will get new employment through 

the MoU worth Rs.5.300 crore. 

 

World Government Summit 2023: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  
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 The World Government Summit 2023 is set to begin on 13th February 2023 in Dubai. The 

World Government Summit will be held under the theme of “Shaping Future 

Governments”. 

 It will bring together global thought leaders, global experts, and decision-makers to share and 

contribute to the development of tools, policies, and models that will be critical in shaping future 

governments. 

 

Angela Merkel: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 For her assistance to refugees in Germany, former German chancellor Angela Merkel was 

awarded the UNESCO peace prize.  

 According to Politico, the former German leader received the UN prize for her choice to accept 

the refugees into German territory back in 2015. 
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International Day of Women and Girls in Science: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The United Nations General Assembly has designated February 11 as the International Day 

of Women and Girls in Science to recognise the significant contribution that women make 

to the fields of science and technology.  

 The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 2030 also lays out gender equality in science 

as an essential component of the agenda. 
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World Radio Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 World Radio Day is celebrated every year on February 13 to mark the important role that 

radio plays in our lives and in society.  

 The objective of World Radio Day is to raise public awareness of the importance of radio and to 

encourage decision makers to use it to provide access to information, and to improve international 

co-operation among broadcasters. 
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World Unani Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 World Unani Day is observed on February 11 every year to commemorate the birth 

anniversary of social reformer and renowned Unani scholar Hakim Ajmal Khan, widely 

regarded as the pioneer of Unani medicine in India. 

 The day commemorates Hakim Ajmal Khan’s contribution to the growth of Unani medicine in 

India and throughout the world. Hakim Ajmal Khan, who was born on February 11, 1868, was an 

educator, a Unani physician, and the founder of scientific study in the Unani system of medicine. 
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Blue Origin & NASA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Jeff Bezos-led Blue Origin scored a big contract from the American space agency, Nasa, to 

launch a mission to Mars.  

 The private space company was given its first interplanetary NASA contract to launch the 

mission to study the magnetic field around the Red Planet. The expected launch date for the 

mission is 2024. 
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Rohit Sharma: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Rohit Sharma led from the front as he scored his ninth Test century to become the first 

Indian captain to score hundreds in all formats. 

 This was Rohit’s first three-digit score in the longest format of the game against Australia in the 

1st Test of the four-match series for the Border-Gavaskar Trophy at the Vidarbha Cricket 

Association Stadium, Jamtha in Nagpur. 
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Real Madrid: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Real Madrid has won the Club World Cup for a record-extending fifth time after beating 

Saudi Arabia’s Al-Hilal 5-3 in the final in Rabat, Morocco.  

 It also lifted the trophy in 2014, 2016 and 2017. Madrid also won three Intercontinental Cups in 

1960, 1998 and 2002 — a match between European and South American champions, which 

merged with the Club World Cup in 2005. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

The pension conundrum: 

 Union Minister for Labour and Employment Bhupender Yadav seems to have little to say on the 

issue of the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) allowing sections of subscribers 

and pensioners to opt for higher pension under the Employees’ Pension Scheme (EPS), 1995.  

 With the four-month period fixed by the Supreme Court in November last year set to lapse soon 

for those who were in service as on September 1, 2014 to exercise the option, his observation that 

the Court’s directions, which have “legal, financial, actuarial and logistical implications”, are 

under examination, has not been reassuring.  

 The issue of allowing higher pension — pension proposed in the event of employers making 12% 

mandatory PF contributions on employees’ actual pay that exceeds the statutory ceiling — has 

been bothering the PF establishment almost from the start.  

 Adopting actuarial principles for ensuring long-term financial viability, the Pension Scheme is 

funded by the transfer of 8.33 percentage points out of the 12% PF contributions by employers 

coupled with the central government’s contribution of 1.16% of the monthly wages that do not go 

beyond ₹15,000.  
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 Opposition to the higher pension is around the projected actuarial deficit in the valuation of PF, 

lower returns on investments and increasing pensioner longevity. The EPFO top brass feels that 

higher pension may deplete the resource base in no time.  

 The PF establishment has every reason to feel concerned but what has not helped its case is the 

proviso — paragraph 11 (3) of the pre-amended rules of the EPS — allowing for such requests to 

be entertained.  

 Even in September 2014, when the proviso was removed and amendments made to the EPS’s 

rules, the concept of higher pension was not abolished. Instead, the amendments provided 12 

months for employees and employers to exercise the joint option.  

 This is why sections of pensioners are justified in their demand for higher pension, as their 

employers had, during their service period, made contributions on their actual pay which had 

exceeded the statutory ceiling.  

 But, the authorities, while providing an online option for pre-2014 retirees to exercise the option, 

have sought to mirror the conditions in Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development Corporation (a 

battle for higher pension that began over 15 years ago). Such an approach goes against the spirit 

of the Court’s 2022 judgment, which was based on the 2016 verdict of the Court, as the two 

judgments are for eligible pensioners to reap the benefit.  

 What has added injury to insult is the EPFO’s circular (January) re-opening the cases of higher 

pension after 2016, and initiating recovery proceedings. The government and the EPFO must 

explain to the stakeholders the genuine difficulties in implementing the Court’s directions. 

Bureaucratic shortsightedness and compliance difficulties around simplistic legal directives have 

raised hopes as well as triggered anxieties among pensioners and those nearing retirement. 

Cyclical troubles: 

 After 10 days of talks with the Pakistan government, an IMF delegation left Islamabad on 

February 9 without a concluding statement either on its review of an existing $7 billion loan 

programme or on a fresh tranche of loans to help the distressed economy.  

 The Shehbaz Sharif-led government insisted that this was standard process and that the country 

would expect a loan tranche after the IMF completed its internal process but the desperation was 

also evident in the government reportedly agreeing to fresh taxes, reducing subsidies and 

increasing levies on fuel consumption to meet the IMF’s expectations.  

 Economic distress is deepening — power blackouts persist even in urban areas, annual inflation 

was at 27.5% in January (its highest since 1975), the Pakistani rupee has fallen to nearly 270 a 

dollar and forex reserves have fallen below $3 billion, the lowest since February 2014, 

threatening a balance of payments crisis.  

 The effect of last year’s debilitating floods continues to weigh on the economy with thousands 

still homeless, agricultural land destroyed and many people without adequate food. The perilous 

state of the economy explains the desperation for yet another IMF bailout, which would be the 

sixth such facility the agency extended since 2000, and which seems inevitable as this would 

stave off the balance of payments issues, with complementary support from traditional allies in 

West Asia and also China.  
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 The effect of the COVID-19 pandemic and the floods notwithstanding, the cyclical nature of the 

economic issues and the country’s repeated reliance on IMF packages during crises point to a 

failure of governance.  

 While import dependency, low export competitiveness and poor fiscal management are proximate 

reasons for the recurring crisis in a shock vulnerable economy, it must also be said that this is an 

indirect outcome of the absence of an unrestrained run of power for civilian democracy in a 

country where the military has a preponderant role.  

 With elections due later this year, little trust remaining between the key political parties and the 

military seeking to meddle in the political process, things do not forebode too well for the 

country.  

 Unless the governance structures refocus themselves to addressing long-term structural 

weaknesses in the economy and find ways to improve relations with neighbours such as India, the 

cyclicity of the economic problems will remain. But for that to happen, the military establishment 

has to take a back seat: a bleak prospect in the medium term. 

Quiet contest: 

 Campaigning is languid and politics cold in Nagaland, which is to elect a new Assembly on 

February 27. Long-pending issues regarding regional autonomy exist around a demand for 

carving out a State in the eastern region, but Nagaland appears to have achieved a typical 

equilibrium that hinges on transactional politics.  

 The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and its regional partner, the Nationalist Democratic People’s 

Party (NDPP), are continuing with their 2018 seat-sharing formula: contesting 20 and 40 seats, 

respectively.  

 The Opposition Naga People’s Front (NPF) joined the NDPP-BJP government in August 2021 in 

a ‘united push’ to solve the vexed “Indo-Naga political issue”, a euphemism for the final 

settlement with extremist groups, primarily the NSCN (Isak-Muivah).  

 Voters, parties and other groups appear to be at peace with the Opposition-devoid arrangement of 

politics. Of the NPF’s 25 MLAs, 21 merged with the NDPP in April 2022, but most were denied 

a ticket; one moved over to the BJP to become one of its 20 candidates.  

 The Congress, decimated in 2018, has 24 candidates while the once-formidable NPF has named 

22 candidates. Demand for a Frontier Nagaland State remains an issue despite the withdrawal of a 

poll boycott call by the organisation fighting for it, across six districts in the eastern part of the 

State encompassing 20 constituencies.  

 The most talked about issue, as in the past elections since 2003, is the peace process with 

extremist groups. Political ideology has a limited role in Nagaland, and elections are usually 

fought around personalities and their capacity to project proximity towards the ruling 

establishment in Delhi.  

 Electoral calculations by groups are made around central funds, which form the foundation of the 

State’s rent-driven political economy. The BJP-NDPP alliance had characterised 2018 as an 

‘election for solution’ to the autonomy question.  
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 The Centre signed the Framework Agreement with the NSCN (I-M) in August 2015 and the 

Agreed Position with the Naga National Political Groups (a federation of seven outfits that have 

joined the talks), in November 2017 — towards resolving the insurgency, but soon ran into a 

stalemate over a separate Naga flag and Naga constitution.  

 The extremists have demanded a political settlement before polling, accusing the BJP of 

betraying Naga trust. The new government will have its hands full. 

Not losing steam: 

 The latest industrial output estimates from the National Statistical Office indicate an across-the-

board loss of momentum in December with overall production growth slowing to 4.3% year-on-

year, from November’s 7.3% pace.  

 While activity was unchanged or moderated across all the three constituents of the Index of 

Industrial Production — mining, manufacturing and electricity — the largest sector 

manufacturing, with a weight of almost 78%, was the biggest drag as the expansion decelerated to 

2.6%, from the preceding month’s 6.4% increase.  

 Assessed on a sequential or month-on-month basis, mining and manufacturing posted slowdowns, 

with only electricity growing 7.6% in the wake of November’s contraction of 1.5%. 

Manufacturing, where the sequential growth slowed by more than 2 percentage points to 4.7%, 

from 6.9% in the previous month, was weighed down by three of the six use-based sectors 

including consumer durables, consumer non-durables and capital goods.  

 The three categories reflect a broader trend in the economy. For one, private consumption is still 

to regain an enduring footing notwithstanding a post-pandemic surge in pent-up spending most 

visible in the services sector.  

 Production of consumer durables shrank 10.4% year-on-year and 2.2% sequentially in December, 

after rebounding in November following festival demand. Non durables experienced a sharp 

sequential deceleration, with growth braking to 7.4% month-on-month. The capital goods data 

point to continuing uncertainty on the private sector investment front.  

 Production of the plant and machinery ordered when expanding or starting ventures is struggling 

to sustain momentum, with output growth sliding appreciably both sequentially and year-on-year. 

In December, growth from a year earlier in the segment slowed to 7.6%, compared with 

November’s 21.6%.  

 Month-on-month, the slowdown was starker with output barely inching up 0.2%, after expanding 

13% in November. However, primary and infrastructure and construction goods offer hope that 

some positive momentum can be built on with the right policy measures.  

 While the sequential pace of growth for primary goods output quickened to 9.2% from 1.1%, the 

month-on-month advance for infrastructure and construction ticked up to 4%, from November’s 

3.2%.  

 With the RBI’s survey of the manufacturing sector’s outlook indicating firms expect some 

softening in order books and overseas demand in the current quarter, a lot will hinge on policy 

staying supportive.  
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 The Union Budget’s plan to provide a push for infrastructure through a substantial increase in the 

government’s capital expenditure should provide a big fillip to construction goods and is likely to 

feed through to other sectors as well in the coming months. 
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