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 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

February 15, 2023 

President's Colour: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Union home minister Amit Shah on 14 February 2023, presented President's Colour to 

Haryana Police in Karnal on behalf of President Droupadi Murmu in recognition of the 

Haryana Police's exceptional service.  

 Haryana Police has become one of the 10 state police forces in the country to receive this highest 

honour from the President. Indian Navy was the first one to receive this honor in 1951. 

 

IIP Index: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 
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 As per Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation data, India's Industrial 

Production, IIP index grew by 4.3 per cent in December 2022.  

 It grew by 5.4% during April to December of the current fiscal 2022-23.The manufacturing 

sector's output grew by 2.6% in Dec 2022, while the mining output rose by 9.8% and electricity 

production increased by 10.4% during December. 

 

Maharashtra cabinet: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Maharashtra cabinet has decided to implement Pradhan Mantri School for Rising India 

(PM Shri) in the state on 14 February 2023. 856 schools will be upgraded in the first phase.  

 1 crore 88 lakh rupees will be provided to each school for 5 years. For this, the share of Centre 

and State will be 60:40 for 5 years. These schools will be upgraded primarily on the 6 pillars. 
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Gujarat assembly: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Two-day parliamentary workshop inaugurated at Gujarat assembly. The workshop was 

inaugurated by Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on 15 Feb 2023.  

 It is being organized to make the people representatives aware of various topics such as rights, 

duties, their role in parliamentary democracy, Dos and Don'ts in Assembly, parliamentary 

prerogatives etc. Elected MLAs, MPs, Former speakers, Former CMs, Former Deputy CMs and 

citizens will participate in the workshop. 
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Tourist Police Stations: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Andhra Pradesh CM Jagan Mohan Reddy inaugurated Tourist Police Stations at 20 

important religious and tourist places in various districts. The purpose of this move is to 

give boost to tourism security.  

 These security kiosks would work as additional police stations and exclusively attend to 

complaints from tourists. They would be run by specially trained personnel and headed by an SI 

or ASI. 
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Tata Group: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Tata Group has signed a letter of intent with the American company, Airbus to acquire 

250 aircraft, including 40 wide-body planes for Air India in February 2023.  

 The airline has placed an order for 210 narrow-body A320neo jets. The Tata group acquired 

100% stake in Air India and a 100% stake in its arm Air India Express in January 2022. Air India 

currently has a fleet of 113 aircraft. 
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ICAI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The Council of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) elected its new president 

and vice president in February 2023.  

 For the 2023-24 term, Aniket Sunil Talati will serve as the President of ICAI, while Ranjeet 

Kumar Agarwal will be the accounting body's vice president. Aniket Sunil Talati also serve as 

the Director of the ICAI Accounting Research Foundation (ICAI ARF). 
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WPI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India's annual Wholesale Price-based Inflation (WPI) eased to 4.73 percent in January 

2023. In December 2022, the WPI-based inflation was 4.95% and in November, it was 6.12 

percent. 

 January WPI Inflation for food articles increased to 2.38%, up from 0.65 percent in December. It 

stood at 5.72 percent in December 2022 while the previous high of 6.77 percent was recorded in 

October 2022. 
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'Cycle for Health’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Union Health Ministry on 14 February 2023, organised a cyclathon 'Cycle for Health, 

at Lady Hardinge Medical College in New Delhi.  

 It was organized as part of the ongoing 'Swastha Mann, Swastha Ghar' year-long campaign 

launched in November 2022 which aims to promote and enhance awareness surrounding healthy 

living. 
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'Khanan Prahari': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The government has launched a mobile app 'Khanan Prahari' and a web app Coal Mine 

Surveillance and Management System (CMSMS) for reporting unauthorized coal mining 

activities. 

 It was launched to curb illegal mining and take transparent action as an e-Governance initiative of 

the government on the use of Space Technology. As of Jan 2023, 462 cases have been reported 

on the Apps. 
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Mizoram Assembly: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 The Mizoram Assembly on 14 February 2023, unanimously adopted an official resolution 

opposing any move to implement the Uniform Civil Code.   

 Article 371(G) of the Indian constitution states that no act of Parliament in respect of religious or 

social practices of the Mizos, Mizo customary law and procedure shall apply to Mizoram unless 

the state legislature by a resolution so decides. 
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International Childhood Cancer Day (ICCD): 15 

February: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The day is observed on February 15 every year. The day was created by Childhood Cancer 

International, an umbrella organisation of various child cancer support groups created by 

parents.  

 The day is dedicated to raising awareness and showing support for children and adolescents 

suffering from cancer. The theme for the three-year (2021-2023) campaign for ICCD is 'Better 

Survival'. 
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Nikki Haley: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Indian-American Nikki Haley has announced that she will make a bid for the White House. 

She is the first Republican to challenge former President Donald Trump for the party's 

nomination. 

 She is the former governor of South Carolina and U.S. ambassador to the United Nations. If she 

wins she would become the state's first female governor and the first Indian-American to lead the 

state. 
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Qquasicrystal: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 US Scientists have recently discovered a new type of quasicrystal, one with 12-fold 

symmetry, in the Sand Hills of north central Nebraska, USA.  

 Quasicrystal is essentially a crystal-like substance. However, unlike a crystal, in which atoms are 

arranged in a repeating pattern, a quasicrystal consists of atoms that are arranged in a pattern that 

doesn't repeat itself regularly. 
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WHO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) confirmed the first-ever outbreak of Marburg 

disease in Equatorial Guinea in February 2023. 

 Marburg virus disease is a highly virulent disease that causes haemorrhagic fever, with a fatality 

ratio of up to 88%. It is in the same family as the virus that causes Ebola virus disease. Equatorial 

Guinea has reported 16 suspected cases of Marburg virus. 
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New Zealand government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The New Zealand government on 14 Feb 2023, declared a national state of emergency after 

Cyclone Gabrielle lashed the North Island. Cyclone Gabrielle caused widespread flooding, 

landslides, and huge ocean swells across the North Island.  

 This latest disaster is the third national state of emergency after the 2011 Christchurch earthquake 

and the Covid pandemic in 2020. 
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Hyundai Motor India Ltd: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Hyundai Motor India Ltd has signed on two more women cricketers named Yastika Bhatia 

and Renuka Singh Thakur, to its roster of brand ambassadors. 

 Bhatia and Thakur will join Smriti Mandhana, Shafali Verma and Jemimah Rodrigues in the list 

of brand ambassadors for Hyundai. Hyundai Motor India has announced the next edition of its 

'The Drive Within' campaign with these five women cricketers. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Fossil and time: 

 Sporadically, but surely, palaeontologists report intriguing discoveries from India. In January, a 

team discovered 92 dinosaur nesting sites with 256 fossilised eggs of the titanosaurus — among 

the largest of its kind, from 100-66 million years ago, when ‘India’ was a continent and yet to 

merge into the Eurasian land mass.  

 Similarly, the deserts of Kutch, Gujarat and the Deccan traps in Maharashtra bear witness to the 

forces that shaped the diverse geography, and tangentially history, of the most populous country. 

Unlike the quest to preserve cultural history and man-made artefacts from archaeology, there has 

been limited effort to preserve and communicate at large this natural ‘geo-history’ such as rock 

formations, sediment and fossils.  

 For decades now, researchers have been warning that this neglect is leading to an erasure of this 

history from the public mind and a destruction as well as appropriation of this natural wealth. To 

that end, the draft Geo-heritage Sites and Geo-relics (Preservation and Maintenance) Bill, 2022, 

piloted by the Ministry of Mines, is seen as a step to give the process of such conservation firmer 

footing.  

 The Bill’s provisions give the Director General of the Geological Survey of India (GSI), a 

subordinate body of the Ministry of Mines, the power to declare sites as having ‘geo-heritage’ 

value, take possession of relics (fossils, rocks) that rest in private hands, prohibit construction 100 
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metres around such a site, penalise — with fines of up to ₹5 lakh and possibly imprisonment — 

vandalism, defacement, and violations of directives by the Director General of the GSI.  

 This has rankled experts who work outside the GSI-fold in central and State universities, 

institutes of national importance and private organisations who fear that such absolute vesting of 

powers in the GSI alone may impede palaeontological research.  

 They demand a more inclusive body, on the lines of a National Geoheritage Authority, that can, 

more democratically, decide on declaring sites as being of ‘geohistorical’ importance and how 

best to preserve artefacts and finds.  

 The government, it is learnt, is still far from introducing the Bill in Parliament and deliberating on 

several aspects. While there are merits and demerits to either approach on governance, it is 

important to keep in mind that legislation, while acting as a ring fence, ought not to become a tool 

for suppressing independent investigation.  

 Given the premium for land and India’s economic needs, there will be conflict over questions of 

preservation and livelihood, but any legislation must endeavour to balance these forces and 

enable consensus. 

Disconcerting dilation: 

 Just five days after Reserve Bank of India Governor Shaktikanta Das asserted that inflation ‘has 

shown signs of moderation and the worst is behind us’, Monday’s release of Consumer Price 

Index (CPI) estimates for January revealed a disconcerting reversal in price gains trend.  

 Headline retail inflation, which had steadily eased over the last quarter of 2022 from September’s 

five-month high of 7.4%, quickened by 80 basis points last month to 6.5%. Propelling the 

acceleration was a 175 basis-points jump in food prices, with inflation measured by the Consumer 

Food Price Index, quickening to 5.94%, from December’s 4.19%.  

 Adding to the disquiet is the fact that inflation had already been at an elevated 6% in January 

2022, implying that the year-on-year increase was sans a favourable base effect and entirely due 

to an upsurge in the momentum of price gains.  

 Food prices climbed across the board, with vegetables being the solitary item in the CPI’s 12-

member food and beverages sub-group to post a year-on-year deflation of 11.7% as winter supply 

outstripped demand.  

 Cereals, which include rice and wheat and carries the heaviest weight of almost 10% in the sub-

group, logged a 16.1% jump in prices, and milk and dairy products, the second-heaviest, saw 

prices gain by 8.79%.  

 Policymakers must be particularly worried about the 2.6% month-on-month dilation in cereal 

prices, more so because this disproportionately impacts rural households, which spend a larger 

share of their income on food.  

 With a 12.4% weight in the rural consumption basket, cereal prices fuelled January’s overall rural 

headline inflation at an even quicker 6.85% pace. The surprise reversal in price trends suggests 

inflationary expectations in the economy are nowhere near anchored and will necessitate further 

policy action both from the RBI and fiscal authorities.  
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 To be sure, Mr. Das last week not only announced a 25 basis-points interest rate increase but also 

committed the RBI to enacting policy that ensures a durable disinflation. With core inflation, or 

price gains that strip out the impact of food and fuel prices, remaining stubbornly stuck above 6% 

and in fact inching up last month to 6.23%, from December’s 6.22%, policymakers face the 

challenge of targeting the components of the inflationary trend that can be addressed by raising 

credit costs and tamping down on demand.  

 Given that inflation in several key services categories including health and personal care is 

running well above the RBI’s upper bound of 6%, with prices continuing to harden, the Centre 

and States must mull measures including rationalisation of GST rates to help ease the inflationary 

burden on the economy. With overseas demand set to stay weak this year, untamed inflation risks 

hurting domestic consumption and thereby overall economic growth. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/

