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February 20, 2023 

Central government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The government said it has set up a committee to monitor the impact of rise in temperature 

on the wheat crop.  

 The move comes amid a forecast by the National Crop Forecast Centre (NCFC) that maximum 

temperature in major wheat producing areas barring Madhya Pradesh was higher-than-average of 

the last seven years during the first week of February.  

 Even the Met Department has projected above-normal temperature in Gujarat, Jammu, Himachal 

Pradesh and Uttarakhand, in next two days. 

 

Ayushmann Khurrana: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 
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 In India, Ayushmann Khurrana will represent UNICEF (United Nations International 

Children’s Emergency Fund). The actor’s designation as the National Ambassador was 

announced by UNICEF.  

 As part of his duties, Ayushmann will work with UNICEF to guarantee every child’s rights to 

life, health, and protection while also fostering their voice and agency in matters that affect them. 

Prior to 2020, Ayushmann worked as a Celebrity Advocate for UNICEF India to stop violence 

against children.   

 He will work to uphold and defend kids’ rights in his new position. Most recently, he worked 

with Sachin Tendulkar, Regional Ambassador for UNICEF South, to highlight inclusion and non-

discrimination through gender inclusive sports on World Children’s Day 2022. 

 

Ruchira Kamboj: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Ruchira Kamboj, India’s permanent representative to the UN, has been chosen to serve as 

the commission’s chair during the 62nd session.  

 At the opening session of the 62nd session of the UN Commission for Social Development this 

week in New York, Kamboj was chosen as chair by acclamation.  

 Also, it chose Thomas Lammar of Luxembourg, Jon Ivanovski of North Macedonia, and Carla 

Mara Carlson of the Dominican Republic to serve as the 62nd session’s vice chairs. 
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Meghana Pandit: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 One of the major teaching hospitals in the UK, Oxford University Hospitals NHS 

Foundation Trust, has named Professor Meghana Pandit, a renowned physician of Indian 

descent, as its CEO. 

 In addition to being the first person of Indian descent to be nominated CEO of any National 

Health Service (NHS) trust in the Shelford Group, which includes some of the largest teaching 

hospitals in the nation, Ms. Pandit becomes the trust’s first female chief. 
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ICED: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Central Water Commission (CWC), Department of Water Resources, River 

Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti entered into a Memorandum of 

Agreement for Development of International Centre of Excellence for Dams (ICED) under 

externally funded Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project Phase II and Phase III.  

 This MoA will remain valid for ten years or till the duration of the DRIP Phase-II and Phase-II 

Scheme, whichever is earlier, from the date of signing. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


P a g e  | 5    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

 

Divyang Park – Anubhuti Inclusive Park: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari laid the Foundation Stone 

of the world’s largest and unique Divyang Park – Anubhuti Inclusive Park in Nagpur, 

Maharashtra.  

 On the occasion, he informed that the park is being developed keeping in mind the vision of 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi to build an inclusive society.  

 Instead of sympathy, this park will show empathy, hence this park has been named Anubhuti 

Divyang Park. 
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SHC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 India celebrates Soil Health Card Day on February 19 every year to remember the 

beginning of the Soil Health Card (SHC) Scheme and to raise awareness of its advantages. 

The seventh year from the SHC Scheme’s inception is 2022.  

 Every two years, all farmers are to receive soil health cards as part of the programme. The Soil 

Health Card (SHC) Scheme was introduced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on February 19, 

2015, at Suratgarh, Rajasthan. 
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Train Control and Supervision System: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India’s first indigenously developed Train Control and Supervision System, the i-ATS 

(Indigenous–Automatic Train Supervision) deployed on the Delhi Metro. The i-ATS was 

installed on the Red Line that runs between Rithala and Shaheed Sthal.  

 The launch took place on Red Line from the Operations Control Centre (OCC), Shastri Park by 

the Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Manoj Joshi, in the presence of Vikas 

Kumar, Managing Director, Delhi Metro, Bhanu Prakash Srivastava, Chairman and Managing 

Director, Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) and other senior officials of BEL and DMRC. 
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 ‘mPassport Police App’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Ministry of External Affairs has launched the ‘mPassport Police App’ to fast-track the 

passport verification process, and also Union Home Minister Amit Shah dedicated 350 

mobile tablets to personnel of the Delhi Police Special Branch. 

 The app is not only streamlining the passport verification process but will also helps for timely 

updating and issuance of the passports as all verifications will take five days now. 

 

DUSTLIK: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The fourth iteration of the biennial training exercise DUSTLIK (2023) will be held in 

Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand, from February 20, 2023 through March 5, 2023, as part of a military-

to-military exchange programme between the Indian Army and the Uzbekistan Army. 
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Global Tourism Resilience Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The United Nations General Assembly has adopted a resolution from Jamaica to declare the 

first-ever Global Tourism Resilience Day on 17th February 2023, in an effort to future-

proof the sustainability of tourism.  

 The move to mark the day annually was supported by more than 90 countries. The UNGA invites 

everyone to observe February 17 as a day to raise awareness of the importance of sustainable 

tourism, in accordance with local, regional and national priorities and through education, 

activities and events. The first Global Tourism Resilience Conference will be held in Jamaica on 

February 15, culminating on Global Tourism Resilience Day. 
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World Pangolin Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 World Pangolin Day is observed annually on the third Saturday in February, and this year 

it falls on February 18. It is a day to remember and celebrate pangolins, raise awareness, 

and fight against global pangolin capture in Africa and Asia.  

 Pangolin Day marks the 12th edition of the event. An estimated one million of these magnificent 

creatures have been and continue to be harvested from the wild in African and Asian nations to 

meet the enormous demand for their scale, skin, blood, and even foetuses, which are believed to 

have multiple purposes in fashion, traditional medicine, and cookery. 
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World Day of Social Justice: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Day of Social Justice is observed annually on February 20. The main goal of this day 

is to raise a voice against social injustice and to bring together diverse communities around 

the world in an effort to eradicate poverty, physical discrimination, gender inequalities, 

religious discrimination and illiteracy, and create a society that is socially integrated. 

 The day is an opportunity for individuals, organizations, and governments to reflect on the 

progress made towards achieving social justice, as well as identify areas where more work is 

needed. 
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Xeon W-3400 and Xeon W-2400 desktop workstation 

processors: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Intel has launched the new Xeon W-3400 and Xeon W-2400 desktop workstation processors 

(code-named Sapphire Rapids), which are built for professional creators to provide massive 

performance for media and entertainment, engineering, and data science professionals.  

 According to Intel, the new workstation processors are available for pre-order from industry 

partners, with system availability beginning in March. 
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International Industrial Trade Fair and Cottage 

Industry Festival: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 The 16th edition of the International Industrial Trade Fair and Cottage Industry Festival of 

Nepal is seeing thousands of footfalls on a daily basis at Bhrikutimandap in Kathmandu 

starts on 14th February 2023.  

 The five-day fair aimed to promote local industries and the consumption of domestic products. 

Around 183 cottage industries from Nepal and other SAARC countries are exhibiting their 

products at the five-day fair. 
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Virat Kohli: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Virat Kohli became the sixth and the fastest batter in the world to score 25,000 runs across 

formats during the second Test against Australia, which India won by six wickets. 

 He had come into his 492nd match overall with 52 runs needed to reach the milestone. He scored 

44 runs in India’s first innings before being dismissed for 20 runs to finish with 25012 runs. 
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Ben Stokes: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 England Test captain Ben Stokes became the player to hit the most number of sixes in the 

history of Test cricket, surpassing England coach and former New Zealand cricketer 

Brendon McCullum in the match against New Zealand.  

 Stokes holds the world record for hitting two sixes in the second innings of the first Test 

between England and New Zealand at Mount Maunganui (New Zealand). Stokes played an 

innings of 31 runs in 33 balls, which included three fours and two sixes. 
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Saurashtra: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Saurashtra defeated Bengal by nine wickets to clinch its second Ranji Trophy 2022-23 title 

at the Eden Gardens in Kolkata.  

 Saurashtra won their second Ranji Trophy title at the Eden Gardens in Kolkata. Saurashtra won 

the Ranji Trophy title for the first time in 2019-20. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Aldermen altercation: 

 The Supreme Court of India has rightly shot down the brazen and legally untenable claim that 

nominated members of the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) may be allowed to vote in the 

election of its Mayor.  

 The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) sought to bend the rules to allow the 10 aldermen, nominated 

by the Lieutenant-Governor, to vote in the election, despite the law limiting the process to elected 

Councillors.  

 That a question concerning a mayoral election should engage national attention is due to the 

political acrimony between the ruling BJP at the Centre and the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), which 

runs the elected regime in the National Capital Territory of Delhi. The BJP sought to interpret the 

relevant provisions in the Constitution and the Delhi Municipal Corporation Act in such a way 

that the specific bar on nominated members voting in “meetings” of the corporation should not be 

applied to its first meeting, at which the Mayor and Deputy Mayor are elected.  

 It takes a particularly perverse political imagination to argue that “meetings” do not include the 

“first meeting”. Three attempts to hold the mayoral election, following the MCD polls that took 

place in December 2022, were stalled by clashes between AAP and BJP councillors over this 

question.  

 The verdict vindicates the position of AAP, which has 134 councillors in the 250-member 

Council, against the BJP’s 104. It is unfortunate that before the Court, the Lt. Governor also took 

the questionable political stand that the restriction on the right to vote in Article 243R(2) of the 
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Constitution and the proviso to Section 3(3)(b)(i) of the Act was limited to regular meetings, and 

not to the first meeting of the Council.  

 The Court rejected the argument, noting that the law provides for the nomination of 10 people 

“with special knowledge and experience in municipal administration”, but without any voting 

right. In keeping with the Court’s order, Lt. Governor V.K. Saxena has now approved February 

22 as the date for the election of the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and six members of the Standing 

Committee.  

 Last year, Parliament passed a law to merge the three corporations in Delhi into a single entity, a 

decision criticised for reversing the trend of having compact local bodies for better delivery of 

civic services.  

 Delhi’s lack of statehood is a source of conflict between the Centre and the elected regime in the 

capital territory, but the political protagonists should not allow Delhi’s administrative structures 

to be plagued by the tussle. The core message from a Constitution Bench judgment of 2018, that 

elected bodies should not be undermined by unelected administrators, is yet to hit home. 

The battle for the Sena: 

 The faction of Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde has, at least for now, won the battle for 

the Shiv Sena legacy, with the Election Commission of India (ECI) allotting the party name and 

the bow and arrow symbol to it.  

 The ECI overruled the plea by the other faction led by former Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray 

to withhold the decision until the Supreme Court of India decides on a set of interlinked questions 

related to the split in the party, that led to Mr. Thackeray losing the CM’s chair to Mr. Shinde in 

June 2022.  

 ‘The ‘test of majority’ principle applied by the ECI went in favour of the Shinde group which has 

40 MLAs and 13 MPs, compared to the 15 MLAs and five MPs on the Thackeray side. The 

Shinde group represented significantly more voters than the Thackeray faction, among those who 

voted for the party in the last elections, the ECI concluded.  

 The ECI decided not to go into the ‘test of party constitution’, a second touchstone applicable in 

such situations, in an indictment of Mr. Thackeray, who made changes to the Sena constitution 

unilaterally and self-servingly.  

 The ECI decision is a setback to Mr. Thackeray who is struggling hard to retain control of the 

party founded by his father in 1966. The Court is scheduled to start hearing on petitions by both 

camps that claim to be the real Shiv Sena, from February 21 onwards.  

 Whichever faction is accepted to be the real Shiv Sena would have the authority to coerce 

legislators through whips, as in provisions of the anti-defection law. The Shinde faction argues 

that the Chief Minister took control of the party following an internal rebellion, and as per 

majority desire; and nobody has defected, as is being accused by the Thackeray faction.  

 The Court is also examining whether a presiding officer, whose legitimacy is itself under a cloud, 

could go on to determine the disqualification of legislators under the anti-defection law. 

Considering that these questions will be argued in the highest court in the coming week, the ECI 

could have waited.  

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


P a g e  | 19    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

 It is not likely that the ECI’s decision on the name and the symbol will also be raised in court. 

This legal tussle apart, the real combat between the two factions is for the popular base. On this 

count too Mr. Thackeray appears to have ceded ground to Mr. Shinde who is expanding his hold 

over cadres and networks.  

 Evidently, Mr. Shinde’s political alliance with the Bharatiya Janata Party is more palatable to 

party workers, who have been fed on high doses of religious extremism and regional fanaticism 

over the years, than Mr. Thackeray’s opportunistic experiments with the Congress and the 

Nationalist Congress Party. 
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