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February 3, 2022 

V Ramachandra: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Reserve Bank in February 2023, appointed V Ramachandra, former chief general 

manager of Canara Bank, as a member of the Advisory Committee of Srei Infrastructure 

Finance Limited (SIFL) and Srei Equipment Finance Limited (SEFL). 

 The RBI had created a three-member advisory council to support the administrator of SIFL & 

SEFL after replacing the boards of SIFL and SEFL in October 2021. 

 

Hydrogen and electric trains: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Union Minister for Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw has announced that the Indian 

Railways will be introducing hydrogen and electric trains to the eight heritage routes in the 

country by December 2023.  

 These hydrogen trains will include the modified version of steam engines, that will be back on 

tracks, equipped with vintage sirens and green steam vapours. 
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Arun Kohli: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Morgan Stanley has appointed Arun Kohli as the new India head in February 2023. With 

the bank since 2007, Kohli will relocate to Mumbai from London where he headed the 

Morgan Stanley's post-Brexit strategy and implemented growth strategies across markets in 

the region.  

 The bank had picked Kamal Yadav and Sachin Wagle as co-heads of investment banking in the 

country in 2021. 
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Madrid International Book Fair: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India will be invited as the focal country at the Madrid International Book Fair in 2025, the 

Ambassador of Spain to the country Jose Maria Ridao announced on 2 February 2023.  

 Spain is the theme country at the 46th International Kolkata Book Fair being held in Kolkata, 

West Bengal. Started in 1933, Madrid International Book Fair is an annual event held in the Buen 

Retiro Park in Madrid. 
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ISA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India has welcomed Republic of Congo into International Solar Alliance(ISA) in February 

2023. Ambassador of Republic of Congo, Raymond Serge Bale signed the International 

Solar Alliance Framework Agreement in the presence of Indian officials. 

 ISA is a treaty-based intergovernmental organization whose primary function is to promote solar 

development by reducing the cost of financing. 
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PACS & CSC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Ministry of Cooperation on 2 February 2023, signed an MoU with the Ministry of 

Electronics and Information Technology, NABARD and CSC e-Governance Services India 

Limited to enable Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) and provide services by 

Common Service Centers (CSC). 

 It will enhance the business activities of PACS and help them to become a self-sustaining 

economic entity. 
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MOHUA & EIL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MOHUA) and Engineers India Limited (EIL) 

have signed an MoU in February 2023, for construction of waste-to-energy and bio-

methanation projects in million plus cities for "Green Growth" of India.  

 India has 59 million plus cities and the ministry has decided to set up solid waste processing 

facilities in these million plus cities. 
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Jai Jai Maharashtra Majha: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

  The Maharashtra government announced the Jai Jai Maharashtra Majha as the state song 

on 3 February 2023. The song will now be played on official occasions of the state. The 

song's two stanzas have a total duration of 1.41 minutes.  

 The original lyrics of the song were written by Raja Badhe. The music was composed by 

Shrinivas Khale and sung by folk singer Krishnarao Sable. 
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Madhya Pradesh government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Madhya Pradesh government announced in February 2023, that Islam Nagar village 

located in Bhopal district had been renamed Jagdishpur. Islam Nagar village is located 

about 12 km from Bhopal and is famous for forts.  

 Bhopal was founded in 1724 by Dost Mohammad Khan, an Afghan soldier who established his 

capital at Jagdishpur and named it Islam Nagar (City of Islam). 
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Dr. Ami Bera: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Indian-American Dr. Ami Bera has been appointed as a member of the US House 

committee handling intelligence-related matters. He also serves on the House Foreign Affairs 

Committee and the House Science, Space, and Technology Committee.  

 During the 117th Congress, he served as Chair of the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 

Asia, the Pacific, Central Asia, and Non-proliferation. 
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Ethanol production: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Uttar Pradesh government to partner with Denmark for ethanol production. To promote 

ethanol production in an eco-friendly manner, the Uttar Pradesh government has been 

holding talks with Denmark to aid the state in adopting new technology for ethanol 

production. 

 E-methanol is produced through the hydrogen gas in the carbon dioxide produced by the 

fermentation process. Denmark is setting up the first project based on this patented technology. 
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Rakshak: Ek Shaam Gujarat Police Ke Naam: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Ahmedabad will host a programme dedicated to Gujarat police titled 'Rakshak: Ek Shaam 

Gujarat Police Ke Naam' on February 25, 2023. It is the first-of-its-kind event being 

organized to recognise the dedication of the Gujarat police force.  

 CM Bhupendra Patel will be the chief guest at the event. About 30 districts and 4 police 

commissionerates of Gujarat have been covered in the programme. 
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G20: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 First G20 Sustainable Financial Working Group meeting begins. 1st Sustainable Financial 

Working Group meeting under India's G20 Presidency began on 2 Feb'23, in Guwahati. 

Theme: One Earth. One Family. One Future.  

 Motto: Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. Three main agenda of meeting are- Mobilizing timely and 

adequate resources for climate action; Enabling finance for a sustainable development and 

Capacity building for entire eco-system of sustainable development. 
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Solomon Islands: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The United States reopened its embassy in the Solomon Islands on Thursday after a 30-

year, part of a bid to counter China's growing influence in the South Pacific. 

 The United States closed its embassy in the capital Honiara in 1993 after the end of the Cold War. 

The Solomon Islands, a nation of hundreds of islands is located in the Pacific Ocean. Solomon 

Islands PM: Manasseh Sogavare. 
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Manuela Roka Botey: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Equatorial Guinea has appointed Manuela Roka Botey as prime minister. She became the 

first woman in the country to hold the position. President Teodoro Obiang Nguema 

Mbasogo, who has ruled the country since 1979, announced the appointment.  

 She was the education minister and joined the government in 2020. She replaces Francisco 

Pascual Obama Asue, who has been in the position since 2016. 
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Pramila Jayapal: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Indian-American US Representative Pramila Jayapal has been named Ranking Member of 

the House Judiciary Committee's Subcommittee on Immigration Integrity in January 2023.  

 She was also the founding co-chair of the We Belong Together campaign. Jayapal is the first 

immigrant in recorded committee history to serve as either Ranking Member or Chair of this 

Subcommittee. 
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US & India: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 US and India expanded their defence cooperation under the inaugural US-India initiative 

on Critical and Emerging Technology (ICET). 

 The ICET was announced in May 2022 to elevate and expand the strategic technology partnership 

and defence industrial cooperation between the two countries. NSA Ajit Doval and Jake Sullivan 

co-chaired the meeting of iCET at the White House on January 31, 2023. 
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Prashant Agrawal: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Prashant Agrawal has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Lao People's 

Democratic Republic. Presently, he is serving as the High Commissioner of India to 

Namibia.  

 He joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1998 and served in India's Missions in Paris, Port Louis, 

and Bangkok. IFS officer M Subbarayudu has been appointed as the next High Commissioner of 

India to Namibia. 
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Dutee Chand's Birthday: 3 February: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Dutee Chand is an Indian professional sprinter and current national champion in the 

women's 100 meters event. She is the first Indian to win a gold medal in a 100m race in a 

global competition. 

 She is the third Indian woman to ever qualify for the Women's 100 meters event at the Summer 

Olympic Games. In 2018, Chand clinched silver in women's 100m at the Jakarta Asian Games. 
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Zagreb Open 2023: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Under-23 world champion Aman Sehrawat of India won a bronze medal in the men's 57kg 

at the Zagreb Open 2023 Ranking Series in Croatia, on 1 February 2023.  

 Aliabbas Rzazade of Azerbaijan bagged the gold, beating Yuto Nishiuchi of Japan 2-0 in the 

final. 
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Sai Sanjay: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Sai Sanjay won the National champion in the MRF Formula 2000 class, in the MMSC 

FMSCI Indian National Car Racing Championship in Feb 2023.  

 In the other championship classes, Viswas Vijayraj won the LGB F1300 National title while 

veteran Arjun Balu bagged the ITC crown, his 11th National title. 

 

National Beach Soccer Championships: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Kerala won the inaugural National Beach Soccer Championships held at Dumas Beach, 

Surat, on 1 February 2023. Kerala's goalkeeper Santhosh Kasmeer was awarded the best 

goalkeeper of the tournament. 
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 Rajasthan's Amit Godara was the highest goalscorer, with 27 goals. The best player of the 

tournament was awarded to Kerala's Siju S. 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

Fire and ice: 

 Picturesque Ladakh has been on edge ever since it was carved out as a Union Territory (UT) from 

the erstwhile State of Jammu and Kashmir in 2019. After a brief period of jubilation over the 

status of a separate UT, a long-pending demand from Buddhists of the region, the locals have 

only grown restive.  

 An agitation demanding the inclusion of the region in the Sixth Schedule under Article 244 of the 

Constitution (special protection to tribal populations) boiled over last week after Sonam 

Wangchuk, a Magsaysay winner, went on a fast. Soon after its creation as a UT in August 2019, 

Ladakh came under a bureaucracy that the local population found to be hostile and irresponsive.  

 The constant tussle between locals, elected representatives of two Hill Councils of Kargil and 

Leh, and the bureaucracy only widened over the months. Leh’s political and religious bodies 
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formed the Leh Apex Body (LAB) in 2020, headed by former BJP leader and former Member of 

Parliament Thupstan Chhewang (he is also an elected president of the influential Ladakh 

Buddhist Association). 

 In Kargil district, political parties, including the National Conference and the Congress, and Shia 

Muslim-affiliated seminaries joined hands in November 2020 to form the Kargil Democratic 

Alliance (KDA).  

 Kargil, unlike Leh, is for re-joining with the erstwhile J&K State and restoration of its special 

status under Article 370. Despite the differences in their political stands, LAB and the KDA are 

now together over common goals.  

 They have put forth four major demands before the Centre, which include restoration of full-

fledged Statehood, constitutional safeguards under the Sixth Schedule, separate Lok Sabha seats 

for Leh and Kargil districts and job reservation for locals. They describe the demands as key to 

protecting Ladakh’s identity, culture and the fragile environment.  

 The Centre appears to be in a bind as the two committees it appointed to reassure the local 

populations have made little headway in the last two years. In fact the second committee 

appointed this year under Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai has only deepened local 

anger, as it has no mandate to address the issues being raised.  

 Ladakh witnessed a major military incursion from China in 2020, just 10 months after J&K’s 

special status was scrapped and the erstwhile State divided. That conflict remains unresolved. In 

the absence of drastic measures to assuage the locals by meeting their genuine demands, the 

region will only remain embroiled to the advantage of those intent on fomenting trouble. 

A shot for science: 

 The Budget speech in the year preceding a general election is usually one that seeks to appease as 

wide a swathe of society as possible. It follows that ministries that fund the bulk of research and 

development (R&D) too would see a healthy jump in allocation.  

 The Ministry of Science & Technology has received an allocation of ₹16,361.42 crore this year, 

on paper an impressive 15% increase from the previous estimate. However, between 2021-22 and 

2022-23, the Ministry had seen a 3.9% decrease.  

 The bulk of the hike has gone to the Department of Science and Technology (DST) — ₹7,931.05 

crore, up 32.1% from last year. It was ₹2,683.86 crore for the Department of Biotechnology, or 

DBT (a nominal hike of 3.9%), and ₹5,746.51 crore (1.9%) for the Department of Scientific and 

Industrial Research (DSIR).  

 The Deep Ocean mission — which includes among other components developing a deep-

submersible vehicle — and the National Research Foundation have got substantially higher hikes 

than in previous years, a sign that they are the Centre’s immediate focus. There were multiple 

references in the Budget speech for investing in dedicated centres for excellence in ‘Artificial 

intelligence’ research, initiatives to scale up technology to produce laboratory-made diamonds 

and a centre for research in sickle cell anaemia.  

 While all of these efforts could be spread out across multiple arms of government, none of the 

budgetary allocations suggests a significant scale up of basic research. As with previous 
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governments, this government too has not succeeded in increasing the percentage of spend on 

research and development to beyond 1% of GDP.  

 While different countries define R&D spends variously, a rule of thumb suggests that developed 

and technologically advanced countries spend over 2% of their GDP on R&D, and India, 

according to a 2022 estimate by the Global Innovation Index, continues to hover around 0.7% 

despite being among the world’s largest producers of scientific literature.  

 While funds are not the only challenge to research and development in India, the lack of 

significant raises across departments shows that the absorptive capacity of scientific institutions 

in the country is limited.  

 A major challenge continues to be research scholars not getting promised funds on time and the 

wait for the quality equipment required by researchers, continuing to be mired in a maze of 

bureaucratic whimsy.  

 The bulk of research continues to be funded by government and the participation of the private 

sector has grown only incrementally. In the next few years, the government must not only 

increase the size of the funding pie but also ease the procedures to make the most efficient use of 

it. 
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