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February 4, 2022 

'Pay as You Drive': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 New India Assurance (NIA) has launched a 'Pay as You Drive' (PAYD) policy. It offers a 

comprehensive motor insurance policy that charges a premium based on the usage of the 

vehicle.  

 The policy has two components- Third Party cover and own-damage cover. The coverage will 

continue for the policy's remaining duration even if the vehicle has been driven beyond the 

threshold limit. 

 

Digital India Mobile Van: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Digital India Mobile Van launched. It was launched by Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology in New Delhi. It's objective is to spread awareness of Digital India 

initiatives and also to spread the word about the G20 Digital Economy Working Group 

(DEWG). 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


P a g e  | 2    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

 Lucknow is the first destination of the van where G20 DEWG's first meet is being held. It will 

tour various other cities in the country as well. 

 

 

Pioneer Investor: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Government has said that the International Seabed Authority has officially designated 

India as a "Pioneer Investor". 

 It was announced during the Secretary General of the International Seabed Authority Michael W. 

Lodge's visit to India.  

 Pioneer Investor is an investor who makes early investment in any new sector or technology. 

Investment in Polymetallic nodules at ocean bed in this case. 
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Yaya Tso: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Yaya Tso, known as a birds' paradise for its beautiful lake has been proposed as Ladakh's 

first biodiversity heritage site (BHS).   

 Yaya Tso is a nesting habitat for a large number of birds and animals, such as the bar-headed 

goose, black-necked crane, and brahminy duck.  

 It also has the distinction of being one of the highest breeding sites of the black-necked crane in 

India. 
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Bal Mitra: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Delhi Commission for Protection of Child Rights (DCPCR) launched 'Bal Mitra, a 

WhatsApp Chatbot to provide communication support to children and parents in Delhi. 

 Parents can discuss education-related issues like admission issues with DCPCR. It tries to remove 

communication gap between public and government. Features: Complaint registration, Tracking 

complaint status etc. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


P a g e  | 5    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

 

Supreme Court of India: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Supreme Court of India is going to complete 73 years on 4 February 2023. Chief Justice 

of Singapore Sundaresh Menon is scheduled to deliver the first annual lecture for the 73rd 

Foundation Day of SC. 

 He will give the inaugural lecture on "The Role of the Judiciary in a Changing World." Justice 

Sundaresh Menon has been serving as the fourth Chief Justice of Singapore since 2012. 
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International Surajkund Mela: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar on 3 February 2023, inaugurated the 36th International 

Surajkund Mela at Faridabad, Haryana. 

 It is an annual event that is organized on a large scale by the Haryana government from the 04th 

to the 25th of February 2023.  

 It is a platform for artists across the globe to showcase their culture and talent. It is the world's 

biggest crafts fair. 
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India Energy Week: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate a three-day India Energy Week in 

Bengaluru in February 2023.  

 PM Modi will also attend a plenary meeting and hold a round table meeting with CEOS. 

 The event is estimated to have more than 650 exhibitors and will see participation from 34 

ministers from across countries. India target to achieve 20 per cent from earlier 2030 to now 

2025-26. 
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Azad Engineering Private Limited: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Azad Engineering Private Limited has been approved as the first Indian company to supply 

critical rotating parts for nuclear turbines in February 2023.  

 It has signed a long-term supply agreement with General Electric (GE) Steam Power for the 

supply of nuclear turbine parts. These will be assembled on nuclear turbines manufactured in 

Belfort, France. 
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GMV: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 As on February 1st 2023, the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) has achieved 1.5 lakh 

crore of Gross Merchandise Value (GMV) in FY23.The total number of transactions on 

GeM has crossed 1.3 crore. 

 GeM has over 66,000 government buyer organizations and over 58 lakh sellers and service 

providers. GeM portal features over 11,000 product categories with more than 29 lakh listed 

products. 
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IIT, Madras: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Indian Institute of Technology Madras will be provided a grant of Rs 242 crore over a 

period of five years to carry out research on Lab Grown Diamonds (LGD). 

 It will encourage indigenous production of LGD seeds, and machines and reduce import 

dependence.  

 The government has proposed to cut duty on the import of 'seeds', used as raw material for lab-

grown diamonds. 
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Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya Sammelan: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The 96th Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya Sammelan began in the Wardha district of 

Maharashtra on February 3, 2023. It was inaugurated by Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and 

School Education, and Marathi language minister Deepak Kesarkar. 

  The first Marathi Sahitya Sammelan was held in Pune in 1878 under the chairmanship of Justice 

Mahadev Govind Ranade. 
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TWG: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The first Tourism Working Group (TWG) meeting will be held at Dhordo in Rann of Kutch 

in Gujarat from 7th to 9th of February 2023. It will focus on Green Tourism, Digitalization, 

Skills, Tourism MSMEs, and Destination Management.  

 The meeting will be attended by officials from G-20 Countries, invited countries, and 

representatives of various international organizations. 
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International Day of Human Fraternity: 4 February: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 International Day of Human Fraternity was instituted to celebrate the historic document titled 

"Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together", being signed by the Grand Imam of 

Al-Azhar, Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, and Pope Francis on Feb 4, 2019. 

 It was established by the United Nations General Assembly on December 21, 2020. Motto: 

Harmony in difference. 
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World Cancer Day: 4 February: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Cancer Day is an international day marked on 4 February to raise awareness of cancer and 

to encourage its prevention, detection, and treatment. 

 World Cancer Day is led by the Union for International Cancer Control to support the goals of the 

World Cancer Declaration, written in 2008. The theme for the year 2023 is "Close the care 

Gap: Uniting our voices and taking action." 
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Australia: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Australia announced that it will erase the British monarch from its banknotes, replacing the 

late Queen Elizabeth Il's image on its $5 note with a design honoring Indigenous culture.  

 The central bank's decision to leave her successor Charles III off the $5 note means no Britain-

based monarch will remain on Australia's paper currency. The existing $5 note will remain legal 

tender. 
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Saudi Arabia: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Asian Football Confederation announced that Saudi Arabia won the hosting of the 2027 

Asian Nations Cup, for the first time in its history, since its inception in 1956. 

 This was announced during the 33rd Congress of the Asian Football Confederation (AFC), 1 

February 2023, in the Bahraini capital, Manama.  

 Saudi Arabia was the only bid presented at the Congress after India's withdrawal in Dec 2022. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Reign of terror: 

 Two years after it captured power through a coup, Myanmar’s military is struggling to maintain 

its grip on power in a country that has become a land of many mutinies.  

 On February 1, the second anniversary of the coup that toppled the elected government of Aung 

San Suu Kyi, thousands joined the opposition’s call for a “silent strike” by shutting shops and 

staying at home.  

 The junta’s decision to extend the state of emergency — which would also mean that the August 

elections the Generals had announced seeking political legitimacy would be further delayed — 

points to the regime’s weakening control.  

 This is certainly not the scenario Gen. Min Aung Hlaing had anticipated when he grabbed power, 

citing fraud in the 2020 general election which Ms. Suu Kyi’s party had swept.  

 The Tatmadaw (the military) imprisoned the entire government and most of the ruling party 

lawmakers, including Ms. Suu Kyi, cracked down on democracy protests and started ruling the 

country directly — old tactics that have helped the Generals to rule through fear.  

 But unlike in the past when the military faced democratic civilian resistance to its brutal rule, 

Myanmar fell into an armed civil war after the February coup. Whatever the military did to take 

control only made matters worse.  

 Now the junta is facing multiple crises in the face of a humanitarian disaster. The remnants of the 

old government have formed an alternative administration, the National Unity Government. 

Several cells of the People’s Defence Force (PDF), the armed wing of the NUT, have sprung up 

in the otherwise peaceful Buddhist heartlands carrying out ambushes.  
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 In the borderlands, ethnic minority militias, which have been fighting the military, have joined 

hands with the urban guerillas of the PDF. The junta’s response has been indiscriminate 

bombings.  

 Since the coup, some 3,000 civilians have been killed, 40,000 houses destroyed and about 1.5 

million people displaced.  

 According to the UN, some 17.6 million people, roughly a third of Myanmar’s population, will 

need humanitarian assistance. The junta is neither interested in nor capable of addressing these 

problems.  

 And the war it is fighting against its own people is not helping the Generals’ cause either — a 

report by the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar, an independent group of international 

experts, says the junta has stable control over only 17% of the country.  

 This is an unprecedented scenario. What Myanmar urgently needs is meaningful dialogue 

between the junta and the opposition to restore democracy and start talks with ethnic rebels.  

 Regional and international players, especially the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN), China and India, should push the Generals to start talks with the opposition. 

Going green: 

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s latest Budget is noteworthy for the emphasis she has laid 

on the government’s commitment to move towards net-zero carbon emission by 2070.  

 As an article presented at the World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting in Davos last month 

notes, India holds the key to hitting global climate change targets given its sizeable and growing 

energy needs.  

 With the country’s population set to overtake China’s some time this year, India’s appetite for 

energy to propel the economy is set to surge exponentially. The transition to green alternatives 

from the current reliance on fossil fuels is therefore an urgent imperative and an opportunity to 

leverage this move to catalyse new industries, generate jobs on a sizeable scale, and add to overall 

economic output.  

 In a nod to this, Budget 2023-24 devoted a fair amount of space to the green industrial and 

economic transition needed. With the electric vehicle (EV) revolution poised to take off as every 

automobile major rolls out new EV models to tap demand, the availability of indigenously 

produced lithium-ion batteries has become a necessity, especially to lower the cost of EVs.  

 The Budget hearteningly proposes to exempt customs duty on the import of capital goods and 

machinery required to manufacture lithium-ion cells used in EV batteries. This ought to give a 

fillip to local companies looking to set up EV battery plants.  

 Another key proposal relates to the establishment of a viability gap funding mechanism to support 

the creation of battery energy storage systems with a capacity of 4,000 MWh. Energy storage 

systems are crucial in power grid stabilisation and essential as India increases its reliance on 

alternative sources of power generation including solar and wind.  

 With wind turbine farms and solar photovoltaic projects characteristically producers of variable 

electric supply, battery storage systems become enablers of ensuring the electricity these 
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generators produce at their peak output is stored and then supplied to match the demand arriving 

at the grid from household or industrial consumers.  

 Ms. Sitharaman also set aside a vital ₹8,300 crore towards a ₹20,700 crore project for building an 

inter-State transmission system for the evacuation and grid integration of 13 GW of renewable 

energy from Ladakh.  

 With its vast stretches of barren land and one of the country’s highest levels of sunlight 

availability, Ladakh is considered an ideal location to site photovoltaic arrays for producing a 

substantial capacity of solar power. The transmission line will help address what had so far been 

the hurdle in setting up solar capacity in the region, given its remoteness from India’s main power 

grid. 
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