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 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

February 8, 2022 

Arabic Academy: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate Arabic Academy in Mumbai on 10 

February 2023. The academy belongs to Dawoodi Bohra community.  

 PM Modi will share the stage with His Holiness Syedna Mufaddal Saifuddin, the present leader 

of worldwide Dawoodi Bohra community. The event will be attended by guests from across the 

world. 

 

Integrative Medicine Centers: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The government will open Integrative Medicine Centres in all government hospitals across 

the country. The Centers will treat patients using both ayurveda and modern medicine. 

 This was announced during the inauguration of Integrative Medicine Centre at Safdarjang 

Hospital in New Delhi on 7 Feb 2023. Both Health and Ayush Ministries have joined hands for 

this initiative. 
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RBI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has increased the repo rate by 25 Basis points to 6.5%. Since 

May 2022, the RBI has increased the repo rate by 2.5%. The decision was taken in 

Monetary Policy Committee meeting. 

  Standing Deposit Facility Rate has been revised to 6.25%. Marginal Standing Facility Rate and 

Bank Rate revised to 6.75%. RBI said, Inflation for 2022-23 is projected at 6.5%. 
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Global milk production: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 India ranks first, contributes 24% of global milk production. India is the largest milk 

producer in the world. It contributed 24% to global milk production in the year 2021-22.  

 India's milk production has registered a growth of 51% during the last eight years - 2014-15 and 

2021-22. Production has increased to 220 million tonnes in 2021-22. 

 The data was released by Food and Agriculture Organization Corporate Statistics Database 

(FAOSTAT). 
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GSMA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Reliance Jio in collaboration with GSMA has unveiled a nationwide Digital Skill initiative. 

This collaborative effort intends to provide rural women and people from low-income 

groups with training based on their specific needs. 

 Based on research on digital skill gaps, India-specific digital skills training toolkits have been 

created. Initiative is currently being implemented in 10 states. 
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PhonePe: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 PhonePe announced the debut of a service that will enable its Indian users to pay foreign 

businesses using the UPI. 'UPI international' supports merchant outlets in UAE, Singapore, 

Mauritius, Nepal and Bhutan that have a local QR code.  

 Users will be able to make direct payments in a foreign currency from their Indian bank. PhonePe 

is the first Indian fintech app to launch the service. 
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VP Nandakumar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 VP Nandakumar, Managing Director & CEO of Manappuram Finance Ltd has been 

awarded the Hurun India's award 2022 for his remarkable achievements in the world of 

business.  

 While V.K. Mathews, founder, and executive chairman, of IBS Software, has been conferred the 

Hurun Industry Achievement Award 2022.  

 V.K. Mathews was nominated on the basis of the research made by the Hurun global team. 
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Bharat Rang Mahotsav: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 National School of Drama (NSD) will organize the 22nd edition of the Bharat Rang 

Mahotsav (BRM), from 16th to 26th February, 2023.  

 The International Theater Festival will be held in Delhi, Rajahmundry, Jaipur, Ranchi, Jammu, 

Guwahati, Srinagar, Bhopal, Nashik and Kevadia.  

 The plays will be performed in 16 different Indian languages. BRM is the largest theater festival 

in Asia. 
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Digital Green: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare signed an MoU on 6 February 2023, with 

Digital Green under a public-private partnership framework to build a national-level 

digital extension platform. 

  The platform will operate a digital library having material available in different languages and in 

different formats which will be helpful to the extension functionaries. 
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Visva-Bharati University: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Visva-Bharati University, founded by Rabindranath Tagore in 1921, is set to become the 

world's first "living heritage university".  

 The university is expected to receive the heritage tag from UNESCO in April or May 2023.  

 The institute was granted the status of a Central University in the year 1951 through a Central 

Act. It is the only university whose Chancellor is the PM of India. 
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'Save Wetlands’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Bhupender Yadav in 

February 2023, launched the 'Save Wetlands Campaign". 

 The campaign is based on a "whole of society" approach to wetland conservation. It provides an 

opportunity to sensitise people about the value of wetlands, increase the coverage of wetlands and 

citizen participation for wetland conservation. 
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Namma Clinics: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Karnataka CM Basavaraj Bommai launched 108 Namma Clinics within the municipal 

limits of the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) on 7 Feburary 2023. 

 It aims is to integrate promotive, preventive and curative healthcare services under one roof and 

provide quality primary care to people in their neighbourhood.  

 Around 438 clinics are being set up in the urban areas across the state. 
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Green Hydrogen: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Kerala government announced in February 2023, a scheme of Rs 200 crore for 

developing green hydrogen hubs at Trivandrum and Kochi.  

 Kerala aims to become a 100 percent renewable energy-dependent state by 2040 and a net 

carbon-neutral state by 2050. 

 An electric vehicle (EV) industrial park will also be developed with the support of the Kerala 

Infrastructure Investment Fund Board (KIIFB). 
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Golden Book Awards 2023: Winners announced: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Golden Book Awards recognises the exceptional literary works. It is sponsored by Wings 

Publication International. They were announced on 4 Feb 2023. 

Winners & Their work: 

J.K Rowling - Fantastic Beasts. 

Gaur Gopal Das - Energize Your Mind. 

Deepak Chopra - The Seven Spiritual Law Of Success. 

Ashneer Grover - Doglapan. 

Namita Thapar - The Dolphin And The Shark: Stories On Entrepreneurship. 
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Kamlesh Patel -The Wisdom Bridge. 

Jeff Kinney Diary Of A Wimpy Kid: Diper Overlode. 

Sneh Desai, Sunil Tulsiani & Brian Tracy - Ultimate Secrets To Wealth. 

Raj Shamani -Build, Don't Talk –Things. 

You Wish You Were Taught In School. 

Bhupendra Singh Rathore -Magic Of Thinking Rich. 

Deepak Bajaj -Network Marketing In 60 Minutes. 

Ruskin Bond How To Live Your Life. 

Dr K. Sreekumar –Buddhavelicham. 

 

Jupiter >> Saturn: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Jupiter has overtaken Saturn as planet with most known moons in the Solar System. Saturn 

got the tag, when it overtook Jupiter in 2019. Astronomers have counted 12 previously 

unknown moons in orbit around Jupiter, bringing the known total to 92.  

 Saturn with just 83 moons, is left behind. The observations were led by astronomer Scott 

Sheppard of Carnegie Institution for Science. 

 

World's first 'super' magnets: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 World's first 'super' magnets for testing in nuclear fusion plant developed by UK's 

Tokamak Energy in February 2023.  

 Tokamak Energy announced that the Demo4 magnet has a magnetic field strength that is nearly a 

million times stronger than the Earth's magnetic field, making it capable of confining and 

controlling the extremely hot plasma created during the nuclear fusion process. 
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'Now You Breathe': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Author Rakhi Kapoor has been awarded the Golden Book Awards 2023 for her book 'Now 

You Breathe' on 6 February 2023.  

 The Golden Book Awards is one of Asia's prestigious award programs which celebrates best 

works on literature.  

 She was also awarded the author of the year at the National Achievers Award in December 2022 

at the Constitution Club of India. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

A quick reset: 

 As India ramps up its international outreach in the year of its G-20 presidency, better ties with 

Canada are clearly on the agenda for the government, with the External Affairs Minister, S. 

Jaishankar, hosting Canadian Foreign Minister Melanie Joly for bilateral talks in New Delhi.  

 This visit of Ms. Joly, who will be in Delhi again for the G-20 Foreign Minister’s Meeting in 

March, and later again to accompany Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau for the G-20 

summit, will be followed by several other Ministers for other G-20 meetings.  

 Another reason for the acceleration in relations is Canada’s deteriorating ties with China. In 

November, Canada announced its new Indo-Pacific Strategy that marked out China as an 

“increasingly disruptive global power”, while referring to India as a “critical partner” with shared 

traditions of democracy and pluralism.  

 In addition, Canada’s search for new markets to diversify its considerable economic engagement 

with China coincides with India’s push to conclude free trade agreements with many countries. 
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While officials have been working to announce an “Early Progress Trade Agreement” this year, 

they are also hopeful of securing a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement soon.  

 The flurry in bilateral activity is in contrast to past developments, especially after Mr. Trudeau’s 

disastrous India visit in 2018, and his criticism of the Modi government’s handling of the 

farmers’ agitation in 2020-21 that led to the cancellation of diplomatic activity.  

 The ties began to be reset after he met Mr. Modi on the sidelines of the G-7 summit in Germany 

last year. Several issues remain to be sorted out — New Delhi has continued to express concerns 

over the resurgence of Khalistani separatism and calls for a “referendum” amid the Sikh 

community in Canada as well as incidents of vandalism and violence targeting the Indian 

community there.  

 In addition, Canadian pronouncements on developments in India, including on rights and 

freedoms can always set off diplomatic landmines. This has been a running thread in bilateral 

ties, which have seen many ups and downs over the past decades, despite a massive Indian 

diaspora population and student links.  

 Canada was among the first countries associated with India’s nuclear programme, but the 

relationship ruptured after India’s nuclear tests in 1974. When ties began to improve in the 1980s, 

it was Indian anger over Canadian shelter to separatist Khalistani groups behind the 1985 

bombing of an Air India flight and the prolonged trial. 

 Relations were restored in 2010, with the visit of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to Canada, 

and an agreement on civil nuclear cooperation, and Mr. Modi in 2015. But they flagged after 

2018.  

 This year, timing and intent seem on course for a leap in ties which could bring strategic and 

economic gains, provided both sides also focus on side-stepping the possible political pitfalls 

along the way. 

Open season: 

 As a State used to coalition governments and the fluid loyalties of its politicians, Meghalaya has 

had at least a third of its 60 MLAs hopping parties during the five-year term of the outgoing 

Assembly.  

 Even in the run-up to the elections scheduled for February 27, a National People’s Party (NPP) 

candidate flipped sides to become the Bharatiya Janata Party’s candidate, and a Congress 

candidate switched to the Trinamool Congress (TMC).  

 In 2018, the Congress had won 21 seats, the NPP 20, the BJP 2, and regional parties and 

independents the rest. Meghalaya is the only State among the three in the northeast going to the 

polls now where the Congress has a fighting chance.  

 The party, once the main political force in Meghalaya, has no MLA though it was the single-

largest party in 2018. The BJP is contesting all 60 seats in the hope of reaching a double-digit 

figure.  

 The TMC, which became the State’s Opposition party overnight after 12 Congress MLAs 

switched over in November 2021, is fielding 55 candidates. The most influential regional entity, 

the United Democratic Party, is contesting 46 seats.  
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 The State’s politics is driven by the dynamics of three matrilineal tribes — the Khasi and Jaintia 

tribes that are ethnically closer, and the Garo tribe which held the Chief Minister’s chair for 34 

years since the formation of the State over 50 years ago.  

 The Garos have often sought a separate State, although the demand has been somewhat muted 

this time. The Khasi-Jaintia Hills encompass 36 of the State’s 60 seats, and the Garo Hills 24 

seats.  

 The ruling NPP and prime challenger, the TMC, are facing off in the Garo Hills, where the 

contest is the most intense. The issue of Bangladeshi immigrants, a staple of Assam elections, 

entered Meghalaya this time with the NPP and the BJP trying to portray the TMC as a Bengali 

party sympathetic to people from India’s neighbour.  

 The TMC and its allies have been accusing the NPP of misrule, and large-scale graft in power, 

health, education, PDS and other sectors besides striking a “lopsided” deal with Assam to resolve 

border disputes.  

 The allies have washed their hands of the record of the government that they have been part of, 

trying to shift the full blame onto the NPP. Allies say the NPP called the shots and never 

consulted them on any issue.  

 Allies in the outgoing government are contesting against it, with each one trying to maximise 

their strength in the Assembly and keeping post-poll options open. 
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