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March 1-3, 2023 

B2B Global Conference & Expo on Traditional 

Medicine: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Union Minister of Ayush and Ports, Shipping & Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal 

inaugurated the first B2B Global Conference & Expo on Traditional Medicine under 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) at Guwahati.  

 The Union Minister informed that India has made the best use of available natural resources 

through Ayurveda and other traditional systems of medicine to provide healthcare to people as 

well as towards achieving the goal of Universal Health Coverage. 

 The Global Center for Traditional Medicine of the World Health Organization (WHO-GCTM) 

being set up at Jamnagar with the support of India will help member countries to take enabling 

steps in their respective countries to strengthen education and practices of Traditional Medicine. 

 

Supreme Court: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  
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 The Supreme Court ordered an experts committee to be set up, headed by a retired 

Supreme Court judge, AM Sapre, after a batch of PILs was filed on the recent Adani 

Group shares crash triggered by the US-based short-seller Hindenburg Research’s 

allegations of fraud. 

 Meanwhile, the Supreme Court also told the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) to 

finish the probe into the Adani Group-Hindenburg saga within a period of two months. 

 

GSMA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Groupe Speciale Mobile Association (GSMA) has conferred Government Leadership 

Award 2023 to India for implementing best practices in telecom policy and regulation.  

 GSMA, which represents more than 750 mobile operators and 400 companies in the telecom 

ecosystem, recognizes one country every year. India was declared winner in the ceremony held at 

Mobile World Congress Barcelona. 
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Sashidhar Jagdishan: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Sashidhar Jagdishan, managing director (MD) and chief executive officer (CEO) of HDFC 

Bank, has been chosen as the Business Standard Banker of the Year 2022.  

 This award is given to him for his successful navigation of technology-related challenges while 

maintaining the bank’s strong performance. 
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Godrej Group: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Godrej & Boyce, the flagship company of the Godrej Group, announced that its business 

Godrej Tooling has partnered with Renmakch, to collaborate on Machinery & Plant 

(M&P) projects for Railways and Metro Rail, offering world-class equipment that is ‘Made 

in India’.  

 With this alliance, Godrej & Boyce will now be able to offer a complete value chain ranging from 

design to build for the Railways and also bid on larger projects. The Company has been a trusted 

partner of the Indian Railways for over 15 years. 
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Ministry of Defence: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Ministry of Defence received a proposal from the Indian Army to buy 310 Advanced 

Towed Artillery Gun Systems (ATAGS) for deployment along the borders with China and 

Pakistan, marking a significant step towards ‘Make-in-India’ in the defense sector. 

 The Indian Army has submitted a proposal worth more than USD 1 billion, which is currently 

being discussed. 
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70 HTT-40: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Union Cabinet approved the procurement of 70 HTT-40 basic trainer aircraft from 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). The approval was given to the Indian Air Force 

(IAF). The procurement would cost around Rs 6,828 crore.  

 The aircraft will be supplied over a period of six years. The aircraft is expected to meet the 

shortage of basic trainer aircraft of the IAF required for training newly inducted pilots.  

 The aircraft, being an indigenous solution, is configurable for upgrades to incorporate the 

futuristic requirements of the IAF. The procurement will include associated equipment, training 

aids and simulators. 
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SSB: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Senior Indian Police Service (IPS) officer, Rashmi Shukla has been appointed as the 

Director-General of the Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB). SSB is the border-guarding force 

deployed along Nepal and Bhutan border. Rashmi Shukla, a 1988 batch IPS officer of the 

Maharashtra cadre, was posted with the Central Reserve Police (CRPF). 

 She was heading the State Intelligence Department in Maharashtra Police when the phones of 

Shiv Sena leader Sanjay Raut and Nationalist Congress Party leader Eknath Khadse were 

allegedly tapped in 2019. 
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First women candidates: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

  Salhoutuonuo Kruse and Hekani Jakhalu, both from the ruling Nationalist Democratic 

Progressive Party, made history by becoming the first women candidates to be elected in the 

state assembly election. 

 In a significant milestone, people in Nagaland have elected two women candidates after 60 years 

since it attained statehood. Kruse won from Western Angami AC and Jakhalu clinched Dimapur-

III constituencies. 
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Cryogenic engine: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 The CE-20 cryogenic engine, which will power the nation’s rocket for the third moon 

mission, Chandrayaan-3, had a flight acceptance hot test that was successfully completed, 

according to the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). 

 A cryogenic engine is a rocket engine that runs on a cryogenic fuel and oxidizer, both of which 

are liquefied gases that are maintained at very low temperatures. 
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Australian universities: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan announced that two Australian 

universities Wollongong and Deakin are set to establish campuses in Gujarat’s ‘GIFT City’.  

 The two universities will sign an agreement on setting up their campuses during Australian Prime 

Minister Anthony Albanese’s maiden visit to India next week. 
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Rajesh Malhotra: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Senior Indian Information Service officer Rajesh Malhotra has assumed the charge of 

Principal Director General, Press Information Bureau. He takes over after the 

superannuation of Satyendra Prakash yesterday.  

 A 1989 batch officer, Mr. Malhotra was earlier working in the Ministry of Finance. He was 

associated with the Election Commission as in-charge of media and communication for 21 years. 
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Clean electricity transition: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Karnataka and Gujarat have made maximum progress towards clean electricity transition. 

Whereas, states like West Bengal, Bihar and UP are lagging far behind in the field, 

according to a joint report published by the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial 

Analysis (IEEFA). 

 The report analyses 16 Indian states, which together account for 90% of the country's annual 

power requirement. 
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MV Suchindra Kumar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Lieutenant General MV Suchindra Kumar has assumed the appointment of the Vice Chief 

of the Army Staff on 1 March 2023.  

 He has taken over the appointment from Lieutenant General BS Raju who has taken over the 

reins of Jaipur based Sapta Shakti Command. Prior to this, he was tenanting the appointment of 

Deputy Chief of Army Staff (Strategy) at Army HQ. 
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Madhya Pradesh government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Madhya Pradesh government presented a green budget of Rs 3,14,025 cr. This is the last 

budget of the current tenure of the government. There is no provision for any new tax in the 

budget and stamp duty has also been cut in many categories.  

 A provision of Rs 1,02,976 cr has been made for the welfare of women. The Government has 

announced to start of Mukhyamantri Balika Scooty Yojana for the meritorious girls. 
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GDP: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India's GDP registered a growth of 4.4% in the October-December third quarter of the 

current fiscal (FY2023). GDP in the third quarter of 2022-23 is estimated at Rs 40.19 lakh 

crore, as against Rs 38.51 lakh crore in third quarter of 2021-22. 

 For the 2022-23 fiscal, the real GDP is estimated to grow at 7 percent as compared to 9.1 percent 

in 2021-22. 
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MV Ganga Vilas: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 World's longest river cruise MV Ganga Vilas successfully completed its maiden journey at 

Bogibeel in Dibrugarh, on 28 Feb 2023. Prime Minister Narendra Modi had virtually 

flagged off the cruise on 13th January 2023 from Varanasi.  

 During the 50 days journey, the river cruise travelled 3200 km through 27 river systems in 5 

states and Bangladesh and visited 50 major tourist sites. 
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CCI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

  The Competition Commission of India (CCI) is organising the 8th edition of the National 

Conference on Economics of Competition Law on 3 March 2023. The Conference is being 

organised every year since 2016 by the CCI.  

 The Conference has a plenary session and two technical sessions. The Plenary at this year's 

Conference is on the topic 'ANTITRUST AND REGULATION: INTERFACES AND 

SYNERGIES'. 
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Cycle race: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Asia’s longest ever cycle race flagged off from Srinagar in J & K. The race, after covering a 

distance of more than three thousand kilometres, will culminate at Kanyakumari. 29 

cyclists including one woman set off for the first of its kind 3651-kilometre event.  

 The race has been accorded the status of Asian Ultra-cycling Championship by the world 

Ultracycling Association. Only 1000 km races were held till date in India. 
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BEC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 India hosted the first meeting of the Governing Board of BIMSTEC Energy Centre (BEC) 

on 27th February, 2023 at Shangi-La Hotel, Bengaluru. India's "Neighbourhood first" and 

"Act East" Policies were highlighted during the meeting.  

 BEC will be housed in the premises of the Central Power Research Institute (CPRI), Bengaluru. 
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NTPC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 NTPC has commissioned India's first Air cooled condenser at North Karanpura Super 

Critical plant in Jharkhand. This project has been envisaged with Air Cooled Condenser 

which has almost 1/3rd water footprint as compared to a conventional Water Cooled 

Condenser.  

 The North Karanpura plant will have a total capacity of 1980 MW, 3 Units of 660 MW each. 
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Cadet Training Ships: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Government has approved the signing of a contract with Larsen and Toubro Limited 

for the acquisition of three Cadet Training Ships. 

 The delivery of these indigenously designed, developed and constructed ships is scheduled to 

commence in the year 2026. These ships will cater to the training of officer cadets at sea. Project 

will generate employment of 22.5 lakh man-days. 
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Shinyuu Maitri: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Indian Air Force (IAF) is participating in Exercise Shinyuu Maitri with the Japan Air 

Self Defence Force (JASDF) from 1-2 March 2023. The exercise is being organised on the 

side-lines of the Indo-Japan Joint Army Exercise, Dharma Guardian.  

 Dharma Guardian is being conducted from 13 February to 2 March at Komatsu, Japan. IAF is 

participating with one C-17 Globemaster III aircraft. 

 

Jan Aushadhi Jan Chetna Abhiyaan: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Chemicals and Fertilisers Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya flagged off the Jan Aushadhi 

Rath in New Delhi to commence celebrations of Jan Aushadhi Jan Chetna Abhiyaan.  
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 Government has set a target to increase the number of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan aushadhi 

Kendras to 10,000. Medicines available at Jan Aushadhi Kendra are priced 50 to 90 per cent less 

than the prices of branded medicines. 

 

 

HAL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Union Cabinet has approved procurement of 70 HTT-40 Basic Trainer Aircraft from 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) for the Indian Air Force. 

  It will cost Rs 6,828.36 crore. The aircraft will be supplied over a period of six years. The HTT-

40 contains approx. 56% indigenous content which will progressively increase to over 60%. 
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Tata Steel Mining Limited: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 In order to reduce carbon footprint in its operations, Tata Steel Mining Limited has signed 

an MoU with GAIL (India) Limited. It has been signed for supply of natural gas to its Ferro 

Alloys Plant at Athgarh in Odisha's Cuttack district.  

 According to the MOU, GAIL will supply the agreed quantity of natural gas through its pipeline 

from Gujarat to Athgarh. 
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Gov games: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The fourth edition of Gov games, which is being hosted at Dubai Design District began on 2 

March 2023. The games will go on till March 5th and will feature several challenges. The 

Indian team from BITS Pilani - Dubai Campus is participating in the 'Battle of Cities'.  

 In 2018, Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai had 

launched the games. 
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CERC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Jishnu Barua has become the new Chairperson of power regulator Central Electricity 

Regulatory Commission (CERC). Post-retirement, Barua held the charge of chairperson of 

Assam Power Distribution Company Ltd. 

 The CERC has been established by the government of India under the provisions of the 

Electricity Regulatory Commissions Act, 1998. 
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Chief Election Commissioner and Elections 

Commissioners: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Supreme Court ruled that appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner and Elections 

Commissioners will be done by the President on the advice of a committee comprising the 

PM, the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha and the Chief Justice of India. 

 A constitution bench headed by Justice K.M. Joseph said, this panel will be enforced until a law 

in this regard is made by Parliament. 
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Porter Prize: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Union Health and Family Welfare Ministry has received the Porter Prize 2023. It 

recognised the Government's strategy in managing COVID-19, also the approach, and 

involvement of various stakeholders, especially the involvement of ASHA workers to create 

PPE Kits. 

 The prize was announced by Institute for Competitiveness and US Asia Technology Management 

Centre at Stanford University. 
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Five-member expert committee: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

  Supreme Court formed a five-member expert committee headed by former apex court 

judge, Justice Abhay Manohar Sapre. It will investigate the causal factors and existence, if 

any, of regulatory failure which led to investors losing crores.  

 Committee includes former chairman of SBI O.P. Bhatt, retired judge J.P. Devadhar, banker K.V. 

Kamath, Nandan Nilekani and lawyer Somasekhar Sundaresan. 
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International Dharma Dhamma Conference: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 On 3rd March 2023, President Droupadi Murmu will inaugurate the 7th International 

Dharma Dhamma Conference in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. 

 The Conference is being organised by the India Foundation in collaboration with Sanchi 

University of Buddhist-Indic Studies. The three-day conference, will have theme 'Eastern 

Humanism for the New Era'. 
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IIT, Madras: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Indian Institute of Technology Madras has announced a collaboration with Industry and 

Academia in Denmark on 1st March 2023. Four projects were disclosed in the presence of 

the Crown Prince of Denmark, Lars Aagaard. 

 Three out of these four projects were announced to enable energy transition towards a low-carbon 

future as envisioned by IIT Madras Energy Consortium. 
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Tamil Nadu government & UNEP: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Tamil Nadu government has signed a MoU with the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) for implementing Urban Cooling Programme in the State. It will help 

meet the objectives under the Tamil Nadu State Action Plan on Climate Change.  

 It will also enhance South-South co-operation through training and awareness raising to other 

States in India. 
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Vo Van Thuong: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Vietnam's National Assembly has been elected Vo Van Thuong as the country's new 

President. Thuong's election follows the sudden resignation of his predecessor Nguyen Xuan 

Phuc.  

 Thuong is the youngest member of the Party's Politburo, the country's top decision-making body. 
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India and Australia: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India and Australia signed a Framework Mechanism for Mutual Recognition of 

Qualifications that will help ease the mobility of students and professionals between the two 

countries.  

 The agreement was signed following a bilateral meeting in New Delhi between India's Education 

Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and the Australian Education Minister Mr. Jason Clare. 
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Emirates airline: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Dubai based Emirates airline emerged as the largest foreign airline for outbound and 

inbound international traffic to and from India, according to the Directorate General of 

Civil Aviation, India.  

 Emirates is also the third-largest carrier for international traffic when all domestic carriers in 

India are taken into account. It was followed by Singapore and Thailand. 
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RAK: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The government of Ras Al Khaimah (RAK), one of the seven emirates of the United Arab 

Emirates, has announced plans to establish RAK Digital Assets Oasis. It will be the world's 

first free zone dedicated to digital and virtual asset companies.  

 The announcement was made at the Blockchain Life 2023 conference. RAK Digital Assets Oasis 

will open for applications in the second quarter of 2023. 
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Bola Tinubu: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Bola Tinubu was declared the winner and sworn in as President of Nigeria, Africa's most 

populous country, in March 2023. He is a former governor of Lagos state.  

 Tinubu received 8.79 million votes, surpassing Atiku Abubakar, the leading competitor, who 

received 6.98 million. President Muhammadu Buhari is stepping down after two terms in office. 
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World Civil Defence Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 World Civil Defence Day is observed on 1st March to raise awareness about the importance 

of civil defence measures in protecting people and their property from natural disasters, 

accidents, and other emergencies. The day honours the work of several civil defence 

organisations.  

 The day also recognises the efforts put in by the organisations in protecting communities and 

saving lives. The day also recognises the contribution of civil defence personnel, who work 

tirelessly to ensure the safety and well-being of their communities. 
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World Seagrass Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 World Seagrass Day is celebrated annually on 1st March to raise awareness about seagrass 

and its important functions in the marine ecosystem. The seagrasses are grass-like plants 

that live close to the sea.  

 They are the only flowering plant to grow in the marine environment. There are more than 60 

seagrass species in the world. They act as the best carbon sink and provide food for marine life. 
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Zero Discrimination Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 On Zero Discrimination Day, 1 March, we celebrate the right of everyone to live a full and 

productive life and live it with dignity.  

 Zero Discrimination Day highlights how people can become informed about and promote 

inclusion, compassion, peace and, above all, a movement for change. Zero Discrimination Day is 

helping to create a global movement of solidarity to end all forms of discrimination. 
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Civil Accounts Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Civil Accounts Day was celebrated on 1st March to mark the 47th foundation day of 

Indian Civil Accounts Service (ICAS).  

 The Indian Civil Accounts Service was constituted in 1976, after the the maintenance of 

Accounts of the Union government was separated from that of Audit.  

 Consequently, the Comptroller and Auditor General of India was divested with this responsibility. 
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UN World Wildlife Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Every 3rd of March, wildlife is celebrated all over the world for the UN World Wildlife 

Day. This global event is marked annually to celebrate and promote awareness of the 

planet’s wild fauna and flora.  

 The date also marks the adoption of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 

of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) in 1973. 

 CITES aims to prevent international trade from threatening species’ survival. World Wildlife Day 

will be celebrated in 2023 under the theme “Partnerships for wildlife conservation”, honoring the 

people who are making a difference. 
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Richest person: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Elon Musk, CEO of Tesla, once again overtook the position of richest person in the world 

on February 28, according to a Bloomberg Billionaires Index report.  

 The second-placed French business tycoon Bernard Arnault has a net worth of $185 billion, 

trailing Tesla CEO Elon Musk by $187 billion. 
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Crew-6: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 SpaceX launched NASA’s Crew-6 mission to orbit en route to the International Space 

Station, with a Russian cosmonaut and United Arab Emirates astronaut joining two NASA 

crewmates for the flight.  

 The SpaceX launch vehicle, consisting of a Falcon 9 rocket topped with an autonomously 

operated Crew Dragon capsule called Endeavour, lifted off at 12:34 a.m. EST (0534 GMT) from 

NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Florida. 
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Player-of-the-Year award: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Indian Grandmaster D Gukesh has been honoured with Player-of-the-Year award by the 

Asian Chess Federation (ACF) for clinching the gold medal with a record-breaking score of 

9/11 in the 44th Chess Olympiad at Mahabalipuram.  

 Gukesh became only the sixth Indian to break the 2700 Elo-rating mark, and the youngest 

Grandmaster from the country to be rated above 2700. 
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Aishwarya Babu: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 India’s top triple-jumper Aishwarya Babu has been banned by the National Anti-Doping 

Agency’s (NADA) disciplinary panel for four years for using a prohibited anabolic steroid. 

Aishwarya Babu, 25 years old, was dropped from the Birmingham Commonwealth Games in 

2022, along with sprinter S Dhanalakshmi after testing positive for the steroid, which is on the 

World Anti-Doping Agency’s (WADA) prohibited list.  

 Aishwarya has been given time till 6th March 2023 to file an appeal against the ban after 

receiving the ban notice from NADA’s Appeal Panel on 13th February 2023. 
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Jeswin Aldrin: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Tamil Nadu’s Jeswin Aldrin broke the national record in the men’s long jump in the second AFI 

National Jumps Competition.  

 Aldrin previously won silver at the Asian Indoor Championships in Astana last month with a 

7.97-meter jump and made the most of being in a competitive frame to break the national record. 
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Sachin Tendulkar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 A decade after his retirement, there is news about plans to install a life-size statue of Sachin 

Tendulkar inside the iconic Wankhede stadium where he played his last game for India.  

 The statue will be unveiled on April 23. It will be the legend’s 50th birthday. 

  

Important Editorial Analysis: 
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Border troubles: 

 United Kingdom Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and European Commission President Ursula von 

der Leyen have announced a new deal to repair post-Brexit difficulties in Northern Ireland, also 

paving the way for better modalities for cooperation between London and Brussels.  

 The new deal, labelled the “Windsor framework”, seeks to address the disruptions to trade 

between Northern Ireland and the rest of the U.K. caused by the Northern Ireland Protocol, which 

was agreed as part of Brexit.  

 Under the Protocol, Northern Ireland would remain a part of the EU’s single market for goods 

and operate under EU customs rules, which would be implemented by creating a customs border 

between Northern Ireland and the U.K. Even while the Protocol was being hammered out in 

2019, this raised concerns among some Unionists, including members of the Democratic Unionist 

Party (DUP), who have since protested this arrangement by refusing to participate in the political 

institutions of the ‘Good Friday Agreement’, which brought peace to Ireland following decades of 

violence.  

 Under the new deal, free trade will be preserved by setting up green and red lanes. In theory this 

would lead to better availability of British goods in Northern Ireland markets, including 

medicines and some foods.  

 This arrangement, Mr. Sunak said, would protect Northern Ireland’s place in the Union and 

restore its people’s sovereignty. However, the Windsor framework is far from established as a 

working arrangement.  

 Mr. Sunak is likely to face a backlash from some hard-line Brexiteers within his party, for what 

some see as the continuing wide applicability of EU customs rules in Northern Ireland. Of 

concern is the ‘Stormont brake’, an emergency measure that would allow Northern Ireland’s 

devolved government to expediently halt any new EU laws from being imposed on the province 

— a measure that nonetheless the government in Westminster retains the right to veto.  

 Which way the scale tips within Northern Ireland — in terms of its pro- or anti-EU customs rules 

— will come down to the balance of power between Unionists and Republicans in the province. 

Nevertheless, as a pragmatic compromise with the EU, this post-Brexit agreement perhaps has 

gone the farthest of any such plan by the U.K. Conservatives to arrive at a formula that could 

work on the ground while upholding London’s obligations under the withdrawal agreement.  

 Even more than the specifics of how potential wrinkles on the Irish front are ironed out, the close 

cooperation that led to the Windsor framework will be heralded as the start of a positive phase in 

the otherwise wary mood that has pervaded the U.K.-EU relationship in recent years. 

Searing changes: 

 February 2023, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) recently said, had been the warmest 

since 1901 with the average maximum temperature at nearly 29.54°C. While February — 

considered ‘spring’ and a ‘winter month’ by the IMD — usually posts temperatures in the low 

20s, it is also apparent that there has been a gradual rise, with even minimum temperatures 

scaling new heights.  
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 Average maximum temperatures were 1.73°C above normal and minimum, 0.81°C above what is 

usual. In its latest assessment, the IMD has said that these trends are likely to spill over into 

summer.  

 Most of the north-east, eastern, central and northwest India are expected to post “above normal” 

temperatures. Heatwaves during March-May are likely over most parts of India, except for the 

north-east, Jammu and Kashmir, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala and coastal Karnataka.  

 A ‘heat wave’ is when actual maximum temperatures are over 45°C or if temperatures are 4.5°C 

over what is normal for the region. Climate change, studies have reported, has exacerbated the 

impact of heatwaves in India.  

 A Lancet study reported a 55% rise in deaths due to extreme heat and that excessive heat also led 

to a loss of 167.2 billion potential labour hours among Indians in 2021. The searing temperatures 

over the years have impacted the yield of wheat. India produced 106.84 million tonnes of wheat 

in the 2021-22 crop season, less than the 109.59 million tonnes in 2020-21 season, due to a hotter 

than usual March that impacted the crop during its growth phase.  

 What these temperatures mean for this year’s monsoon are yet unclear as it is only after March 

that global forecast models are better able to analyse sea-surface conditions and credibly 

extrapolate.  

 Three of the last four years saw above normal rainfall in India primarily due to a La Niña, or 

cooler than usual temperatures in the Equatorial Pacific. While this is expected to subside, 

whether it will eventually swing to an El Niño and draw moisture away from India’s coasts 

remains to be seen.  

 The interplay between local weather and climate is complex and while it is tempting to blame 

rising heatwave intensity as ‘climate change,’ the science continues to be uncertain. This, 

however, should be a wake-up call to buttress public health systems and make them more 

responsive to the challenges from rising temperatures.  

 Several States have action plans and early warning initiatives but inadequate outreach, 

particularly in rural India. Along with promoting newer crop varieties that mature early, there 

should be greater stress on aiding farmers to tweak soil and water management practices to adapt 

to these changes. 

Data dissonance: 

 The National Statistical Office’s latest release of GDP data estimates a further deceleration in 

growth in the October-December 2022 quarter, a slowdown that the government’s Chief 

Economic Adviser (CEA) has attributed largely to an upward revision in the year-earlier period’s 

figures.  

 Gross domestic product is posited to have expanded by 4.4% from the year-earlier quarter, an 

appreciable deceleration from the 6.3% pace logged in the preceding three months and lagging 

the 5.2% growth of the October-December 2021 period as well.  

 Gross Value Added (GVA) growth slowed to 4.6%, from the second quarter’s 5.5%, as the 

estimates for manufacturing suggested a continuing contraction (minus 1.1%), albeit narrower 
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than July-September’s shrinkage (minus 3.6%). Sequentially too manufacturing appears to have 

shrunk (minus 2.4%).  

 Growth in three of the five services sectors including the crucial trade, hotels, transport and 

communications as well as the financial, real estate and professional services categories also 

slowed sharply from the second quarter, signalling that the pent-up demand seen in the contact-

intensive sectors, which had been worst hit by the COVID-19 pandemic, had begun to wane.  

 On the expenditure front, the mainstay private final consumption expenditure lost some 

momentum with its percentage share of overall GDP easing to 61.6%, from 63% in the year-

earlier quarter.  

 That this happened in the traditional festival quarter when consumption spending usually peaks 

ought to be cause for concern and suggests that the relentless pace of retail inflation is eroding 

consumptive capacity.  

 The CEA, however, has suggested that if the year-earlier manufacturing output data used to 

calculate the year-on-year growth had remained unrevised, the sector would have actually logged 

an expansion of 3.8%, instead of the 1.1% shrinkage that the NSO estimates show.  

 Similarly, he has asserted that private consumption spending would have logged third-quarter 

growth of about 6%, instead of 2.1% that the latest NSO release indicates, if the data prior to 

revision had been used instead.  

 Still, even at 6%, consumption spending growth would lag the second quarter’s 8.8% expansion, 

making it clear that momentum is flagging. Gross fixed capital formation, which reflects 

investment by businesses in new capacity, contracted sequentially, with its share of GDP slipping 

to 31.8%, from 34.2% in the July-September period.  

 With global demand weakening considerably and unlikely to recover over the course of 2023, and 

the risks from likely unfavourable weather conditions raising uncertainty over farm output in the 

coming months, policy makers will need to do all they can to buttress domestic demand.  

 That the data revisions have essentially made it that much harder to draw meaningful conclusions, 

spotlights the challenges to crafting policy solutions, as top central bank officials have frequently 

pointed out. 

Unending ordeal: 

 The death of Kashmiri Pandit and bank guard Sanjay Sharma at the hands of terrorist gunmen in 

Pulwama is yet another murder in a series of attacks on the minority community in the Valley. 

Sharma is the second Pandit to fall to terrorism in the Pulwama area after Janki Nath’s death in 

1990 at the peak of militancy.  

 While the murder could be a deliberate ploy by terrorists to strike fear into the minority 

community in the area, it also signals the failure of security agencies to adequately protect the 

poor residents.  

 The modus operandi of the radical elements who are targeting civilians has always been clear — 

the attacks are meant to invite state retaliation and repression, in turn fomenting discontent and 

disaffection to garner more recruits to the cause.  
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 On Tuesday, after follow-up operations that resulted in the death of an Army jawan and two 

militants, security forces have asserted that Sharma’s attacker has now been slain. But this does 

little to mitigate the fear that has gripped Pandits in the Valley and Pulwama in particular.  

 Last year, militant attacks resulted in the deaths of 29 civilians including three local Pandits, three 

other Hindus and eight non-local labourers and also caused the migration of 5,500 Pandit 

employees from the Valley.  

 All political parties including the separatists such as Hurriyat Conference, besides civil society 

organisations have condemned the attacks, but the repeated and brazen nature of the killings, at 

one level, point to a breakdown of relations between the administration and the citizenry, leading 

to the inability of the administration to anticipate and prevent such attacks.  

 The fact that areas that were relatively safe for the minority community even during the peak of 

militancy have now become unsafe suggests that the administration must rethink its security-

centric policies in the Valley.  

 The Union Territory administration and the Union government have claimed that hard-edged 

moves such as the dilution of Article 370 and bifurcating the State in 2019 have helped curb 

militancy and were necessary to bring back normalcy in the Valley. But the repeated attacks on 

the minority community suggest otherwise — radical sections have sought to utilise the 

disaffection in the Valley to foment polarisation.  

 Only an effective government by elected representatives of the people of the Valley can do more 

to rebuild trust between the administration and the citizenry. This will help isolate the radical 

sections and ease the workload of the security forces in Kashmir. Restoring statehood to Jammu 

and Kashmir and working towards the conduct of Assembly elections are now a clear imperative. 

A message for maturity: 

 Constitutional functionaries cannot let rancour prevail over propriety. This is the substance and 

import of the Supreme Court’s advice to the Governor and Chief Minister of Punjab that they 

should display mature statesmanship in handling their differences.  

 Governor Banwarilal Purohit was indeed way out of line when he indicated that he would act on 

the Cabinet advice to convene the Budget session of the Punjab Assembly only after he obtained 

legal advice on the Chief Minister, Bhagwant Mann’s response to some of his earlier queries.  

 This stand forced the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) government to approach the Court against the 

apparent refusal to call the Assembly session. However, the matter was resolved without judicial 

intervention, as the Court was informed that the Governor had summoned the House to meet as 

scheduled on March 3.  

 The position regarding the Governor’s power to summon the House under Article 174 of the 

Constitution is now well-known. Even though it says the Governor shall summon the House from 

time to time “to meet at such time and place as he thinks fit”, a Constitution Bench had, in Nabam 

Rebia (2016), ruled that the Governor can summon, prorogue and dissolve the House only on the 

aid and advice of the Council of Ministers.  

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


P a g e  | 53    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 
 
 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

 It is hardly likely that Mr. Purohit was unaware of this, but he must have taken such a position 

because of the state of relations between Raj Bhavan and the Chief Minister’s office. The Court’s 

observations covered Mr. Mann’s questionable position too.  

 In response to the Governor questioning the sending of some school principals to Singapore for 

training, he had replied that he was responsible only to the people of Punjab and not to a 

Governor appointed by the Centre.  

 He was obviously wrong, as it is laid down in Article 167 that it is the Chief Minister’s duty “to 

furnish such information relating to the administration of the affairs of the State and proposals for 

legislation as the Governor may call for...”.  

 It is unfortunate that such instances of one-upmanship between Governors and Chief Ministers 

are becoming more frequent in various States. Both should be mindful of constitutional 

boundaries. Some Governors seem to believe that they can stretch their discretion to areas not 

specifically mentioned in the Constitution.  

 The more germane reason for this is that incumbents in Raj Bhavan tend to take their role as the 

eyes and ears of the Union government too literally, and often get into the political domain. While 

they can indeed guide, caution or advise, they sometimes play the role of commentator, critic and 

even the opposition. This does not augur well for constitutional governance. 

Seeping saffron: 

 Voters in two northeastern States, Nagaland and Tripura, gave the BJP and its partners another 

term instead of bringing in the change their challengers had promised. For the BJP, the results are 

a reward for its sustained work, and enhances its claim to be a pre-eminent national party.  

 In Tripura, the party and its regional ally, the Indigenous People’s Front of Tripura, won 33 seats, 

nine fewer than in 2018 but two more than the majority mark. The seat-sharing deal that the Left 

Front and Congress struck did not work for the Left but gave the Congress a fresh lease of life.  

 The Left Front won 11, five fewer than the 16 it won in 2018 while Congress won three as against 

none five years ago. The Tipra Motha, a new party, won 13 of the 42 seats it contested, in the 

tribal regions.  

 The BJP’s victory can be attributed to an improved law-and-order situation, cash incentives such 

as a monthly social allowance of ₹2,000 for the poor and providing 1.6 lakh houses under the 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana.  

 The party also appears to have consolidated the non-tribal voters who are unnerved by the rise of 

the Motha. In Meghalaya, charges of corruption against the National People’s Party (NPP) by 

allies and rivals alike did not work.  

 The NPP won 26 seats, six more than in 2018 while its allies in the outgoing government, the 

United Democratic Party and the BJP, won 11 and two, respectively; they all fought the election 

separately.  

 The NPP’s pan-Meghalaya presence across two hill regions dominated by the Garo and the 

Khasi-Jaintia communities kept it in good stead, while the Trinamool Congress’s attempts to gain 

a foothold faltered as it was seen as a party from West Bengal.  
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 The Congress, the only party that had acceptance across the State earlier, is now a pale shadow of 

itself, winning five seats, a huge fall from its 2018 tally of 21. The Christian community in 

Meghalaya continues to be sceptical of the BJP but its counterparts in Nagaland have warmed up 

to it.  

 The Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) and the BJP have retained power in 

Nagaland, a State which had ceased to have an Opposition in the outgoing Assembly. The BJP 

equalled its 2018 score of 12 seats while the NDPP won 25, seven more than in 2018.  

 The rest of the seats in the 60-member Assembly have gone to smaller allies of the BJP, ruling 

out the possibility of any opposition in the new Assembly too. 
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