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Important Editorial Analysis:
The Power of words:
 Salman Rushdie has lived in the shadow of a death threat since 1989, after his fourth novel,
The Satanic Verses (1988), led Iran’s Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini to issue a fatwa against
the writer for offending Islam, the Prophet and the Koran.
 The extraterritorial edict multiplied the danger to the writer, and though the motive is still
unknown, last Friday, Rushdie, 75, was stabbed multiple times at a literary function in New
York.
 He is off the ventilator, but, according to his son, remains in critical condition. Through the
years, others have faced violence over the novel too. People have died in riots, blasts, firing to
protest against the book; his Japanese, Norwegian and Italian translators were targeted; a
bomb killed the person who was trying to set it off.
 Rushdie went into hiding for nine years, where he burnished his weapon of choice — words.
He has talked the language of truth, upheld freedoms of art and the intellect and pushed for
ideals of democracy such as the right to dissent in his 14 novels, and in several incisive
essays.
 In fact, under cover, assuming the nom de guerre Joseph Anton (inspired by the wanderer in
Conrad, and the melancholy of Chekov; also the title of his 2012 memoir), he penned Haroun
and the Sea of Stories, a book he had promised to write for his nine-year-old son.
 For his Booker Prize-winning Midnight’s Children (1981), which reimagined India’s
independence, he had dispensed with safety nets, just like his literary inspirations, Gabriel
Garcia Marquez, Gunter Grass and Nadine Gordimer. Rushdie found a new language to write
about “hot and overcrowded and vulgar and loud” India, shining a light for future writers such
as Arundhati Roy.
 The assault on Rushdie is also an attack against voices who speak out against extremism. Far
too many writers, from M.M. Kalburgi, Gauri Lankesh to Anna Politkovskaya, have faced
violence, some paying with their lives, for agitating people in a “culture of easy
offendedness”.
 On the frontline, Rushdie has been acutely alive to the expanding threat. “This new idea,” he
writes in an essay titled ‘Courage’ (Languages of Truth), “that writers, scholars and artists
who stand against orthodoxy or bigotry are to blame for upsetting people is spreading fast,
even to countries like India that once prided themselves on their freedoms.” Speak up, he
says, every little bit counts.
 Rushdie’s next novel, Victory City, a translation of an epic, and a book about the “power and
the hubris of those in power”, is out next February. But before the long recovery, a spot of
cheer from the hospital: his son says Rushdie is being his usual feisty and defiant self, and
that his sense of humour is intact.
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 To commemorate India's 75th year of Independence , the government has instituted the 75th
Independence Anniversary Medal for all armed forces personnel .
 The cost of the medal has to be borne by respective states / UTs / CAPFS / CPOs , which
should be approximately for Rs 96 / - per medal .
 The medal will be styled and designated " 75017 Fasada adio 960 " the " 75th Anniversary of
Independence Medal ".

PTM & TM:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 President Droupadi Murmu has approved President's Tatrakshak Medal ( PTM ) and
Tatrakshak Medal ( TM ) to the Indian Coast Guard Personnel .
 They were awarded for their act of conspicuous gallantry , exceptional devotion to duty
and distinguished / meritorious service on the eve of the Independence Day 2022 .
 PTM was conferred on IG Dinesh Rajaputhran and Commandant Kunal Chandrakant Naik .
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Dornier 228:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-/5)
 India handed over a Dornier maritime surveillance aircraft to the Sri Lankan navy on 15
August 2022 in a ceremony attended by Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe .
 Dornier 228 Maritime Patrol Aircraft is a Short Take - Off and Landing ( STOL ) ,
multirole light transport aircraft used by the Indian Navy for electronic warfare
missions and has been in production since 1981 .
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Village Defence Guard Scheme:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 The Village Defence Guard Scheme - 2022 came into effect in Jammu and Kashmir from 15
August 2022 .
 Earlier , this scheme was known as Village Defence Committe in which volunteers from
villages were trained by Indian Army and Police .
 Under this scheme , rifles were provided to VDC's and they protected their villages from
terrorist attacks and terror - related activities .
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BBV154 intranasal covid vaccine:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 Bharat Biotech has completed clinical development for phase III trials and booster doses for
BBV154 intranasal covid vaccine .
 It has proven to be safe , well - tolerated & immunogenic in subjects in controlled clinical
trials .
 The adenoviral intranasal vaccine BBV154 is the first of its kind Covid - 19 vaccine to
undergo human trials in India .

Unique term deposit Programme:
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 State Bank of India ( SBI ) has introduced a unique term deposit programme called " Utsav
Deposit ".
 This fixed deposit scheme has higher interest rates of 6.10 % per annum on fixed
deposits with a tenure of 1000 days .
 It has been launched on the occasion of the nation's 75th year of Independence , celebrated as
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav .

Police Medals:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 A total of 1082 Police personnel have been awarded Police Medals on the occasion of
Independence Day , 2022 .
 347 personnel have been awarded for Gallantry while 87 have been awarded for
Distinguished Service .
 CRPF's Charu Sinha bagged 40 gallantry medals , highest in the country among all the forces
. The maximum gallantry medals have been received by the CRPF followed by the J &
K Police.
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Protection of its coasts:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 The Odisha government has signed an MoU with National Institute of Ocean Technology (
NIOT ) for protection of its coasts .
 According to the MoU , the NIOT will provide technical guidance , design , and drawing
of climate resilient coastal protection measures to the state government .
 Odisha has a vast coastline of about 480 km and the coastal areas are exposed to natural
disasters . Odisha CM : Naveen Patnaik.
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20% ethanol:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 India will start supplying petrol with 20 % ethanol at select petrol pumps from April 2023 .
Oil minister Hardeep Puri said a fifth of petrol will be made up of ethanol by 2025 .
 India achieved the target of supplying petrol mixed with 10 % ethanol ( 10 % ethanol ,
90 % petrol ) ahead of schedule in June 2022 .
 India is the world's fifth largest producer of ethanol after the US , Brazil , EU and China .
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Partition Horrors Remembrance Day : 14 August:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 Partition Horrors Remembrance Day ' is observed in India on 14 August . It commemorates
the victims and sufferings of people during the Partition of India in 1947 .
 In 2021 Independence day speech , PM Modi had declared August 14 to be observed as
" Partition Horrors Remembrance Day " .
 The partition had left 10 to 20 million people displaced and left 2 hundred thousand to 2
million dead .
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