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Important Editorial Analysis:
Language as Barrier:
 The call by Home Minister Amit Shah last week for engineering, law and medicine to be
taught in Indian languages is a well-intentioned one. His stand is in sync with one of the focal
points of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, i.e., the promotion of Indian languages
in higher education.
 The NEP provides for more higher educational institutions and programmes in higher
education to use the mother tongue or local language as a medium of instruction, besides
offering programmes bilingually. The rationale behind Mr. Shah’s call is that 95% of
students, who receive primary education in their mother tongue, should not be left out in their
pursuit of higher studies.

 In recent years, substantive measures have been taken to make engineering courses available
in Indian languages, if the statement by Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan in the
Lok Sabha in December 2021 is an indication.
 Effective 2021-22, the AICTE granted approval to 19 engineering colleges in 10 States for
having engineering courses in six Indian languages. The Council has also developed an
“AICTE Translation Automation AI Tool” that translates English online courses in 11 Indian
languages.
 SWAYAM, an open online courses platform of the Central government, has been offering
some popular courses in Indian languages too. The import of this is that the goal of covering
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all sections as far as higher education is concerned should become a reality. But, at the same
time, one should not gloss over the exercise not having yielded results.
In Tamil Nadu, for instance, the bid to impart engineering education through the Tamil
medium has not created any impact despite the principal political players using language as a
political tool. In the field of law — before the subject is taught in the Indian languages — the
Central government should try to impress upon the judiciary to allow the use of Indian
languages in court proceedings.
While there is no need for haste in making educational materials available in Indian
languages, the approach and methodology should be discussed threadbare by policymakers
and educationists, without political pressure or interference. What should be made obvious is
that the use of English, wherever desirable, should be retained, with no aversion shown on the
ground that it is a “foreign” language.
It would not be out of place to highlight issues about standards and the quality of teaching of
Indian languages in schools. Be it Gujarati or Hindi or even Tamil, students have been found
to fail in their public examinations in language papers. There is also the point of diminished
employability outside the region of the language.
If the Government is serious in taking forward its stated position of creating higher education
access to certain sections, it should dispassionately study the advantages and the
disadvantages.

Unpacking a Conundrum:
 A fortnight after India confirmed its first case of monkeypox, it has reported its first casualty.
A 22-year-old man, from Thrissur in Kerala, died due to suspected monkeypox symptoms, a
day after which Kerala’s Health Minister Veena George said he had tested positive in the
United Arab Emirates (UAE).
 The patient was undergoing treatment in a private hospital for severe fatigue and brain fever,
six days after his arrival in the State on July 21. His swab samples have been sent to the
ICMR-National Institute of Virology (NIV) centre in Alappuzha for confirmation. Death from
the virus is reportedly rare, though as the experience of COVID-19 shows, it could vary
depending on the population at hand.
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 According to the World Health Organization, the case fatality ratio of monkeypox has
historically ranged from 0% to 11% in the general population and has been higher among
young children. In recent times, the case fatality ratio has been around 3%-6%. While the
disease has been around in Africa since the 1970s, it has also been reported in the U.S., the
U.K. and Israel.
 In 2017, Nigeria experienced a large outbreak, with a case fatality ratio of approximately 3%;
cases continue to be reported. It is the surge outside Africa, in 78 countries, that has elevated
the risk profile of the disease along with the realisation that there are considerable gaps in
knowledge on whether the disease poses a greater risk to specific population groups, just as it
was eventually determined for COVID-19.
 In monkeypox deaths in Brazil and Spain, the patients were reported to have had serious
associated syndromes such as encephalitis and lymphoma, though it is unclear what role the
virus played in their disease outcome. That monkeypox spreads mainly through sexual
transmission and close contact — it is not an airborne disease — should not be of comfort to
health authorities.
 The death in Thrissur highlights the need for a thorough probe as well as a public disclosure
on the case progression. For instance, Kerala’s health authorities say the person was admitted
not after being confirmed to be monkeypox-positive but due to a fever and experiencing
fatigue.
 It was only later that the rashes and blisters showed up. Intriguingly, that he had tested
positive for monkeypox was disclosed to the health authorities a day before he died. It is to
rule out a misdiagnosis of monkeypox (by the UAE) that the NIV has undertaken a re-test.
India has announced a task force to monitor the disease spread.
 The Indian Council of Medical Research has isolated the strain of the virus and invited
vaccine makers to develop a vaccine. It has also invited proposals to develop diagnostic kits.
While it is fortunate that the disease so far appears to be self-limiting, the Government must
not be slack in transparently communicating the potential severity of the disease.
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Prohibition of Unlawful Activities Act:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 Parliament has passed the Weapon of Mass Destruction and their Delivery Systems (
Prohibition of Unlawful Activities ) Amendment Bill 2022 .It seeks to amend the Weapons
of Mass Destruction and their Delivery Systems ( Prohibition of Unlawful Activities )
Act , 2005 .
 The 2005 Act prohibits unlawful activities such as manufacturing , transport or transfer
related to weapons of mass destruction .

ITBP:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 Director General of Sashastra Seema Bal , SSB Dr. Sujoy Lal Thaosen on 1 August 2022 took
over the additional charge of Director General of Indo - Tibetan Border Police in New Delhi .
Raised in 1962 , The ITBP guards Indo - China borders .
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Plan to provide milk and eggs to children at all
anganwadis:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurated a project of the Women and Child
Development department to provide milk and eggs to children at all anganwadis in the state.
 Kerala government has set aside over Rs 61.5 crore to include milk and eggs in the
anganwadi menu .Each child will be given 125 ml of milk two days a week for 44 weeks (
10 months ) and an egg twice a week .

National Highway projects:
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari inaugurated and laid the
foundation stone of 6 National Highway projects of 119 km worth Rs 2300 cr in Indore , MP .
 The development of the Dhar - Pithampur Industrial Corridor will create new employment
opportunities . An MoU was signed between the state government and NHAI for the
construction of ropeways at 14 selected places in MadhyaPradesh .

Competition ( Amendment ) Bill:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 Competition ( Amendment ) Bill , 2022 is going to be presented in the ongoing session of
Parliament .The Bill proposes individual members of the six - member board to decide on
cases . Businesses accused of anti - competitive practices should be allowed to settle cases
by negotiating with the CCI .
 An expansion of the prohibited anti - competitive agreements to cover new - age marketing
arrangements .
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IRDAI:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 IRDAI has tightened the anti - money laundering rules . The key change is that exemptions &
relaxations from the guidelines for companies have been done away with .
 Now no life , general , or health insurer can claim any relaxations to comply with money laundering rules , as set out by the RBI . IRDAI has also made ' level of risk assessment ' a
function of the size of the business of the companies .
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5G spectrum auctions:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 India's first ever 5G spectrum auctions has ended with the government netting a record over
1,50,173 crore .Reliance Jio was the top bidder , bidding a cumulative 88,078 crore for
24,740 MHz of airwaves .

’Gun Hill’:
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 To commemorate the victory of Indian armed forces and pay tribute to the supreme sacrifice
of the Gunners in " Operation Vijay " , Point 5140 at Drass in Kargil has been christened as '
Gun Hill '.
 The capture of Point 5140 by the Indian armed forces , was the key factor in the early
completion of the 1999 Kargil war . On July 26 , 1999 , the Indian Army declared
victory in ' Operation Vijay .

Odisha & FICCI:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 Odisha & the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry ( FICCI )
signed an MoU making FICCI the National Industry Partner for the Make in Odisha (
MIO ) Conclave 2022 .
 To attract investors & entrepreneurs from around the world , the 3rd edition of the MIO
conclave is scheduled to be held from November 30th to December 4th , 2022 . Odisha CM :
Naveen Patnaik. FICCI President : Sanjiv Mehta.
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Fly till the age of 65:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 Air India has decided to allow its pilots to fly till they are 65 . DGCA allows pilots to fly
till the age of 65 years , compared to the Air India retirement age of 58 years .
 Allowing pilots to fly till the age of 65 is a practice followed by most airlines in the industry .
Post - retirement the Air India pilots will be hired on a contractual basis for 5 years .

2nd Airport near Chennai:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 The Tamil Nadu government has chosen Paranthur in Kanchipuram district to build
the 2nd airport near Chennai.
 Union Minister of State for Civil Aviation VK Singh said in the Rajya Sabha that the Tamil
Nadu government has taken this decision considering the costs including land acquisition for
setting up the airport.
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World Wide Web Day : 1 August:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 World Wide Web Day is observed on the 1st of August every year .It is an annual event that
celebrates the history , development , and worldwide impact of the World Wide Web ( WWW
).
 The WWW was created by English computer scientist Tim Berners - Lee in 1989 in
Switzerland . He developed the essentials of the web like HTTP , HTML , the WorldWide
Web browser , a server , and the first website .
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UEFA European Women's Football Championship:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 England on 31 July 2022 won the 2022 UEFA European Women's Football Championship at
Wembley Stadium in London . It is the first time since 1966 that England won an
international trophy .
 The Euro 2022 was the 13th edition of the UEFA Women's Championship which took
place from 6 July to 31 July 2022 in England .
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