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Important Editorial Analysis:
Sporting trouble:
 The Supreme Court of India’s order on Monday terminating the mandate of the Committee of
Administrators (CoA) to temporarily manage the All India Football Federation (AIFF) is set
to pave the way for ending India’s international isolation.
 World football’s governing body FIFA had suspended the AIFF on August 15 citing “undue
interference from a third party” and made a decision reversal conditional on the full repeal of
the CoA’s mandate and the handing back of the AIFF’s daily affairs to the AIFF
administration.
 Both these conditions have been met, alongside key amendments to the draft constitution as
desired by FIFA – limiting the electoral college to just State association nominees and instead
giving players representation as nominated members in the Executive Committee.
 There are still points of friction over calculation of term limits and the ‘one person, one post’
principle in the draft constitution. But these are unlikely to foil India’s rehabilitation and its
attempts to win back U-17 Women’s World Cup hosting rights.
 There are apprehensions that the disbanding of the CoA will have an impact on other sports
such as hockey and table tennis, which are also functioning under court-appointed
committees. But it is to be noted that the Court merely ended the CoA’s tenure and did not
nullify all of its actions.
 The AIFF will still be guided by the draft constitution the CoA helped finalise, albeit with a
few amendments. While the AIFF seems to have weathered the storm, the suspension,
however brief it may turn out to be, has come at an enormous cost for the women of Gokulam
Kerala FC, whose dreams of competing in their maiden AFC Asian Women’s Club
Championship were shattered.
 The Union Sports Ministry should play a more active role in ensuring that the athletes and the
sport are protected. The whole saga has its roots in the erstwhile AIFF establishment’s nonadherence to the National Sports Development Code for 18 months. The Sports Code is a
government-mandated regulation, and the onus is on the Ministry to crack the whip on erring
federations.
 But it seemingly did not act until the matter reached the highest court and it sensed that India
would lose out on the World Cup. As in the case of the AIFF, the Indian Olympic Association
has been in the dock and the Delhi High Court duly placed it under a CoA. The Supreme
Court has since ordered status quo for at least four more weeks. It would be prudent for all
stakeholders to use this time to put the house in order.

Reviewing remission:
 Public-spirited activists have done well to challenge in the Supreme Court the premature
release of 11 convicts who were serving life terms for the gang-rape of a woman and the
murder of at least seven people during the 2002 anti-Muslim pogrom in Gujarat.
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 Bilkis Bano, the survivor, has not moved the courts so far, but it is clear that the controversial
order of the Gujarat government, granting remission to the convicts, should be subject to
judicial review. That those found guilty of multiple murders, including that of a three-year-old
child, and a gang-rape, were found suitable candidates for premature release is unacceptable.
Even otherwise there are specific legal grounds to question the government’s decision.
 The remission was based on a direction from a two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court on a
petition by one of the convicts. The question to be decided was whether the Gujarat
government or the Maharashtra government was the appropriate government for considering
their plea for remission.
 The Court ruled that the State government of Gujarat, where the crime occurred, should
consider the matter, and not Maharashtra, the State to which the trial was transferred by the
Supreme Court to ensure an impartial trial.
 While passing this order, the Bench also said the remission should be considered under a
policy framed in July 1992, as that was the prevailing policy on the date of their 2008
conviction.
 This meant that the bar on granting remission to those convicted for murder and rape, found
in the current policy, will not apply to these convicts. There are at least two grounds on which
the remission order appears illegal. First, the State government made a decision on its own
without consulting with the Centre.
 Under Section 435 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, such consultation with the Centre is
mandatory in cases probed by the CBI. Further, the composition of the committee that
recommended remission for the convicts consisted of two BJP legislators.
 Ideally, a remission panel should comprise senior government officials in charge of home or
law, a district judge, the prison superintendent, and officers who deal with probation and
rehabilitation of offenders.
 The presence of political members certainly vitiates its decision. Further, it appears that the
objection of the district judge concerned was disregarded, casting a shadow on the legitimacy
of the remission.
 It will be appropriate if the Supreme Court constitutes a Bench of sufficient size to reconsider
judgments that allow the remission policy obtaining on the date of conviction, instead of the
policy currently in force; as well as decide the question of whether the ‘appropriate
government’ should be the one in the State where the crime took place, or the State to which
the trial was transferred on judicial orders.
 It can also spell out the contours of a rational remission policy, one that will be informed by
humanitarian considerations as well as the scope for reform of the offenders and their sense of
remorse.

AIIMS:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 The government has approved a proposal to give specific names to all the AIIMS , based
on regional heroes , freedom fighters , historical events or monuments of the area or
their distinct geographical identity.
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 Majority of the 23 All India Institute of Medical Sciences ( AIIMS ) have submitted a list of
names . All the AIIMS are known by its generic name and distinguished only by their
location.

Tomato flu:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 A new virus ' Tomato flu ' has been detected in India . 26 children aged up to ten years have '
Tomato flu ' , whereas , 82 kids below five years of age have been infected so far.
 Those infected with ' Tomato flu ' complain of symptoms like red blisters on the skin ,
joint pain and fever . The viral infection is rare and is in an endemic state . It currently
does not threaten life.
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NHA & Department of Social Justice and
Empowerment:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 An MoU has been signed between National Health Authority ( NHA ) and Department of
Social Justice and Empowerment. It has been signed to provide an inclusive and composite
health package for transgender persons under Ayushman Bharat - PMJAY.
 Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment will fund Rs.5 lakh insurance cover per
transgender beneficiary per annum.

Isha Outreach & Karnataka Government:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 The Karnataka government and ' Isha Outreach ' have signed an MoU . They will work
together and achieve synergy between ' Cauvery Calling ' initiative and various
government - based agroforestry promotion schemes in the districts which form part of
the Cauvery basin.
 The districts are Kodagu , Mysuru , Mandya , Bengaluru rural , Chamarajnagar ,
Chikkamagaluru , Hassan , Ramanagara and Tumkuru.
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Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited commenced its Cowdung to Compressed Biogas
Project at Sanchore , Rajasthan , in August 2022 . This will be HPCL's first project under
Waste to Energy portfolio.
 The plant is proposed to utilize 100 Tons per day of dung to produce biogas , which can
be utilized as automotive fuel .The project is being developed under GOBAR - Dhan
scheme.

Mastercard & BASIX:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
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 Mastercard announced its collaboration with livelihood promotion institution BASIX Social
Enterprise Group to launch an agritech platform BASIX Farmers ' Market ( BFM ) to
integrate farmers into the digital economy.
 The digital platform will address fundamental challenges for small farmers related to
price discovery , market reach , payments , and credit access . Mastercard CEO :
Michael Miebach.

VL – SRSAM:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 Defence Research and Development Organisation ( DRDO ) and Indian Navy
successfully flight tested Vertical Launch Short Range Surface - to - Air Missile ( VL SRSAM ) on 23 August 2022 .
 It was tested from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur off the coast of Odisha. This
missile has been indigenously designed and developed by DRDO & is meant for neutralising
various aerial threats at close ranges.
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All Things EV:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 HDFC ERGO General Insurance Company has launched ' All Things EV , ' a one - stop
- solution portal for electric vehicles ( EV ) . Aim : to facilitate & accelerate the adoption of
electric vehicles by addressing the needs of current and future EV owners.
 This platform has a roadmap with features like slot booking at charging stations , roadside
assistance , RTO services & the creation of an EV community.

Miniopterus phillipsi:
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 A team of researchers has found a new species of long - fingered bats in India and Sri
Lanka .This new species has been named ' Miniopterus phillipsi ‘.
 The long - fingered bats belong to the family Miniopterus & are a part of a large group
comprising at least 40 species worldwide.
 Earlier , a new species of thick - thumbed bats named ' Glischropus meghalayanus ' was also
discovered in Meghalaya.

ICAS:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 The fourth edition of the ' India Clean Air Summit ' ( ICAS ) began on 23 August 2022 in
Bengaluru .It has been organised by Centre for Air Pollution Studies and the Centre for Study
of Science , Technology and Policy.
 In this 4 day summit , global experts will discuss an integrated approach to resolve air
pollution and climate change . Theme : " The Right to Life : Citizens at the Centre of
Science ".
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Jharkhand government & British High
Commission:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 The Jharkhand government on 23 August 2022 signed a pact with the British High
Commission . The pact was signed to award the ' Chevening Marang Gomke Jaipal
Singh Munda Scholarship ' to five meritorious students belonging to backward classes
in the state.
 This scholarship will offer full financial support to pursue a one - year master's in the UK .
British High Commissioner to India : Alex Ellis.
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Paraguay & India:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar " M inaugurated the newly opened Indian
Embassy in Asuncion on 23 August 2022 during his official visit to Paraguay , He also
unveiled a bust of Mahatma Gandhi in Paraguay on 21 August.
 Mr Jaishankar is the first Indian Foreign Minister to visit Paraguay . India & Paraguay have
completed 60th anniversary of establishment of their diplomatic relations.

Liberalised remittance scheme:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
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 Remittance by Indians under the liberalised remittance scheme jumped 64.75 per cent
to over $ 6.04 billion from $ 3.67 billion in the first quarter of fiscal 2023 , shows RBI
data.
 Amount remitted in Q1 of FY23 is higher than that in Q4 of FY22 , where outward remittance
under LRS was $ 5.8 billion . International travel contributed $ 2.92 billion of the $ 6.04
billion remitted under LRS in Q1FY23.

Xylitol:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 Researchers at IIT Guwahati have developed an ultrasound - assisted fermentation
method to produce a safe sugar substitute called " Xylitol " from bagasse , the residue
left after crushing of sugarcane.
 The new method overcomes operational limitations of chemical methods of synthesis . The
research has been published in Bioresource Technology and Ultrasonics Sonochemistry
journals.
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Footwear and leather sector:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 The Tamil Nadu government has signed five MoUs for an investment worth Rs 2,250 crore in
the footwear and leather sector , in August 2022. Chief Minister M K Stalin also unveiled
the ' Tamil Nadu Footwear and Leather Products Policy 2022'.
 The policy is aimed at attracting Rs 20,000 crore investment in the leather sector by 2025 and
in creating employment opportunities to 2 lakh people.

UN Security Council:
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 India will host diplomats of the 15 - nation UN Security Council in October 2022 for a special
meeting on counter - terrorism .India's tenure at the Council will end in December 2022.
 Current members of the Security Council are Albania , Brazil , Gabon , Ghana , India ,
Ireland , Kenya , Mexico , Norway and the UAE , along with five permanent members
China , France , Russia , the UK and the US.

Internaut Day : 23 August:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 ' Internaut Day ' is celebrated on 23 August every year to mark the invention of the
World Wide Web . An ' internaut ' is a person who possesses a thorough knowledge of
how to use the Internet & its history.
 August 23 marks the day when the World Wide Web was opened to the public back in the
year 1991 for the first time by WWW inventor Tim Berners Lee . Lee invented the World
Wide Web in 1989.
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