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Important Editorial Analysis:
Murder in the sewer:
 All human lives are precious, but, in practice, some are seen as less precious than others.
Despite the efforts of courts and governments, law and enforcement have been unable to keep
a certain category of workers out of harm’s way: those who are engaged in sewage cleaning.
 While the job itself is dangerous, as several other human pursuits are, sewage cleaning
involves working with human excreta, and cannot be seen without invoking the concept of
dignity of labour. To allot the task of removing excreta and cleaning sewers to humans when
machines are able to do the work is a gross violation of rights.
 It is in this context that Tamil Nadu’s recent move to notify the rules of the Prohibition of
Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013, though belated, must
be seen. While manual ‘scavenging’ is completely prohibited, the rules allow manual
cleaning, in specific conditions where mechanical equipment cannot be deployed to fix the
problem, or when it is absolutely necessary to have human intervention, after stating the valid
reasons for allowing such a process to take place.
 But, more importantly, it specifies a long list of protective devices and gear that any person
engaged to clean a sewer or a septic tank must be provided, including air line breathing
apparatus, air line respirator, air purifier gas mask, a device for artificial respiration, mask and
breathing apparatus.
 Besides this, chlorine masks, emergency medical oxygen resuscitator kit, gas monitor for
gases, hydraulic devices, and first aid will have to be provided by the employer. The list is not
limited to those devices mentioned. Regular maintenance of the equipment and devices has
also been mandated by the rules. Naturally, all workers must be fitted out in the safety gear
before they enter the sewer line.
 The practice of manual cleaning of septic tanks and sewers has been, and will always be, as
long as it exists, a serious concern in any country sworn to humane treatment of all citizens.
While quibbling has dominated discussions about the actual number of deaths due to manual
scavenging, government-acknowledged deaths from manual cleaning of sewers and septic
tanks are shocking enough.
 A total of 971 people lost their lives while cleaning sewers or septic tanks since 1993, the
year the law prohibiting employment of manual scavengers was enacted, according to the
Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry.
 Tamil Nadu is among the top States in the list. Since the causes of deaths while cleaning
sewers and septic tanks are predictable — noxious gases — not taking measures to prevent
those deaths would be criminal.
 Proper implementation of the rules, and adequate monitoring are absolutely essential.
Simultaneously, all efforts must be taken, within existing schemes, to provide compensation
to the family members of those who have died, and to provide them a way out of the
profession, if they so wish.

Jharkhand CM Continuation:
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 Uncertainty looms large over Hemant Soren’s continuation as Jharkhand Chief Minister as he
is likely to be disqualified by the Governor as Member of the Legislative Assembly; the
Governor has received the Election Commission of India’s opinion on the question.
 Technically speaking, Mr. Soren could remain in the post for up to six months without being
an MLA. He could also get elected in the meantime. But that technicality apart, it is a huge
loss of face for him and the parties that form the ruling coalition in Jharkhand, i.e., the JMM,
the Congress, and the RJD.
 The case against him has its roots in a mining lease that he gave himself as a Minister for
Mines in 2021. The BJP complained to the Governor on February 11, 2022, that this act was
in violation of Section 9(A) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951.
 The Governor referred the complaint to the Election Commission of India (ECI) for its
opinion, as required by law, on March 28. On August 25, the ECI wrote to the Governor that
Mr. Soren could be disqualified under Section 9(A).
 The awarding of a mining lease to himself was a brazen act of self-service, misuse of office
and breach of people’s trust. One cannot also not take note of the innocence of his thought
that such a transparent act of corruption would go unnoticed or unpunished — reminiscent of
his father Shibu Soren going to a bank and depositing the cash he had received as bribe. Mr.
Soren’s agonies may not end with disqualification.
 Two PILs against him are pending in the Jharkhand High Court which seek a probe into the
alleged allotment of mining lease for a stone quarry in a 0.88-acre land parcel in the Angara
Block of Ranchi and the alleged laundering of money via some shell companies said to be
linked to his family members.
 On June 3, the High Court accepted the maintainability of the PILs, holding that they did not
suffer from any anomaly. In separate pleas, the High Court’s decision was challenged by the
Chief Minister and the State government in the Supreme Court, which on August 17 reserved
its order in the matter and stayed the High Court proceedings.
 The BJP is waiting in the wings to upend the Jharkhand government, and has tasted blood.
The arrest in July of three Jharkhand Congress MLAs in West Bengal with huge amounts of
money they had allegedly received to defect was a smoking gun.
 Cornered by proceedings of disqualification as an MLA and potentially facing a corruption
investigation, Mr. Soren will have diminished authority over the MLAs of the alliance.
 The honourable thing for him to do in this instance of disqualification would be to resign as
Chief Minister. His absence from the central seat of power in the State will be a test for the
alliance and its government.

Justice Uday Umesh Lalit:
(Importance level-5/5)
 Justice Uday Umesh Lalit was sworn - in as Chief Justice of India on 27 Aug'22. President
Draupadi Murmu administered him oath as the 49th Chief Justice of India at Rashtrapati
Bhawan. He succeeds Justice NV Ramana , who retired yesterday.
 He will be in office for 74 days , a tenure shorter than average.In past , he was involved
in the landmark judgement in the Triple Talaq case.
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Pinaka extended range rocket:
(Importance level-5/5)
 DRDO carried out trials of the Pinaka extended range rocket at the Pokharan firing ranges in
Rajasthan. The Pinaka rocket has been developed by DRDO.
 However , they have been produced by private sector firm. The Pinaka is an Artillery
Missile System capable of striking into enemy territory up to a range of 75 kilometers
with high precision.
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AK-630 guns:
(Importance level-5/5)
 In a major boost for achieving indigenisation in the armed forces , the Indian Navy will use
100 % indigenous 30 mm high explosive AK - 630 guns.
 The ammunition fitted for warships has been produced by a private company Solar Group's
Economic Explosives.
 It was manufactured , tested and delivered within 12 months with propellant sources
from the Bhandara Ordnance Factory in Nagpur.
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Anang Tal lake:
(Importance level-5/5)
 The Anang Tal lake in South Delhi has been declared a monument of national
importance. Anang Tal Lake dates back to 1,060 AD. It was built by the 11th Century
Tomar king Anang Pal Tomar.
 The Monuments of National Importance are designated by the Archaeological Survey of India
( ASI ). Once designated , the ASI restricts construction activity in the site's vicinity.
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Best aspirational district:
(Importance level-5/5)
 The NITI Aayog has declared Haridwar as the best aspirational district in India. It has secured
the first rank in basic infrastructure theme and thus has become entitled to receive an
additional allocation of 3 crores from the Central Government.
 The aspirational Districts Programme was launched in 2018. It aims to effectively
transform the 112 most under - developed districts across the country.
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3D-Printed post office:
(Importance level-5/5)
 The first 3D - printed post office in India will come up in Karnataka's capital
Bengaluru. This 3D - printed post office is expected to cut construction costs down to
one - fourth the amount spent on a traditional model.
 It is being constructed by L & T in Halasuru , Bengaluru. L & T is the only company
currently in India utilising 3D printing technology for construction.
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IIT Chennai:
(Importance level-3/5)
 A new website called AskIITM.com has been launched for students who wish to join IIT
Chennai to clear their doubts. Through this website you can ask all the questions related to
IIT Chennai to the alumni.

NASA’s Artemis 1:
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(Importance level-4/5)
 NASA's Artemis 1 mission will be launched on 29 August 2022 . " The spacecraft is
scheduled to travel to the Moon , deploy some small satellites and then settle into orbit.
Artemis 1 is going to be the first flight of the new Space Launch System.
 It will be the most powerful rocket engine ever flown to space , even more powerful than
Apollo's Saturn V system.

World Water Week:August 23 to September 1:
(Importance level-5/5)
 World Water Week is an annual conference held in the last week of August every year. In
2022 , the event is being held from August 23 to September 1.
 It aims to draw the attention of the world to the water crisis and the sustainable use of water.
It is organised by the Stockholm International Water Institute. It was first held in 1991. 2022
theme : ' Seeing the Unseen : The Value of Water '.
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