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Important Editorial Analysis:
India’s Climate Change Goals:
 Ahead of the 27th Conference of the Parties of the UNFCCC (COP 27), in Sharm El-Sheikh,
Egypt, in November, the Union Cabinet has approved India’s Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC), a formal statement detailing its action plan to address climate change.
 The 2015 Paris Agreement requires countries to spell out a pathway to ensure the globe does
not heat beyond 2°C, and endeavour to keep it below 1.5°C by 2100. The subsequent COPs
are a quibbling arena where countries coax, cajole and make compromises on the cuts they
can undertake over multi-decadal timelines with the least impact on their developmental
priorities.

 While the end product of the COP is a joint agreement, signed by all member countries, the
real business begins after, where countries must submit NDCs every five years, mapping what
will be done post 2020 to stem fossil-fuel emissions.
 India’s first NDC, in 2015, specified eight targets, the most salient of them being reducing the
emissions intensity of GDP by 33%-35% (of 2005 levels) by 2030, having 40% of its
installed electricity capacity sourced from renewable energy, and creating an additional
carbon sink of 2.5-3 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent through forest and tree cover by 2030.
Being a large, populous country, India has high net emissions but low per-capita emissions.
 It has also, by participating in COPs for decades, made the case that the existing climate crisis
is largely due to industrialisation by the U.S. and developed European countries since 1850.
However, years of negotiations, international pressure and clearer evidence of the multidimensional impact from climate change have seen India agree to move away from fossil
fuels over time.
 At COP 26 in Glasgow in 2021, Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid out five commitments, or
‘Panchamrit’, as the Government references it, which included India increasing its non-fossil
energy capacity to 500 GW by 2030 and achieving “Net Zero” by 2070, or no net carbon
dioxide emitted from energy sources.
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 However, the press statement on the Cabinet decision was silent on whether India would cut
emissions by a billion tons and on creating carbon sinks. While India is within its right to
specify its emissions pathway, it should not — at any forum — promise more than what it can
deliver as this undermines the moral authority that India brings to future negotiations.
 India has expressed its intent, via several legislations, to use energy efficiently and many of
its biggest corporations have committed to shifting away from polluting energy sources.
Going ahead, these should be grounds for India, at its pace, to be an exemplar for balancing
energy use, development and meeting climate goals.

Rollback of the Personal Data Protection Bill:
 The stated reason for the Government’s withdrawal of the Personal Data Protection Bill,
2019, was that it will come up with a “comprehensive legal framework” on data privacy and
Internet regulation.
 The Government has averred that a new draft will be in sync with the principles of privacy, in
line with Supreme Court guidelines based on the landmark judgment on privacy, i.e., Justice
K.S. Puttaswamy vs Union of India, and would consider the Joint Committee of Parliament’s
recommendations on the framework to regulate the digital ecosystem.
 The 2019 Bill had been rightly criticised by stakeholders, including Justice B.N. Srikrishna —
he chaired a committee of experts that had authored a draft bill in 2018 — for
overemphasising the national security angle, among other reasons.
 The 2019 Bill diverged from the Srikrishna Committee Draft in the selection of the
chairperson and members of the Data Protection Authority (DPA) that shall protect the
interests of data principals, and in the leeway given to the Union government to exempt its
agencies from the application of the Act.
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 The 2018 draft Bill allowed for judicial oversight in the selection process for the DPA, while
the 2019 Bill limited the composition to the executive. The 2018 Bill allowed for exemptions
to be granted to state institutions from acquiring informed consent from data principals or to
process data in the case of matters relating only to the “security of the state”; it also called for
a law to provide for “parliamentary oversight and judicial approval of non-consensual access
to personal data”.
 In contrast, the 2019 Bill added “public order” as a reason to exempt a government agency
from the Act, besides only providing for these reasons to be recorded in writing. By choosing
to withdraw the Bill, it is unclear whether the Government would address the demand for a
realignment of the legislation with the 2018 draft Bill that came about after extensive
consultations with civil society.Or whether this would be more in line with the JPC report,
which has also been criticised by civil society for retaining provisions that allow the
Government access to private data of citizens without sufficient safeguards.
 Dissent notes to the JPC report, by Congress MP Jairam Ramesh for example, went on to
criticise the leeway granted to the Government on exemptions and how the ground of “public
order” and not “security of the state” was liable for misuse. It is not clear if the Bill’s
withdrawal is linked to opposition to mandatory “data localisation” from multinational
Internet companies.
 Meanwhile, the lack of a proper data protection law in the country is an anomaly when
compared with major countries. If the Government is indeed committed to a comprehensive
legal framework on data privacy and protection, it must revert to the baseline provided in the
Justice Srikrishna Committee recommendations and enact a law within a reasonable timeline.

Group of Foreign Portfolio Investors:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 The Securities and Exchange Board of India ( SEBI ) has constituted an expert group of
Foreign Portfolio Investors ( FPIs ) to boost overseas flows into the country .
 The FPI Advisory Committee ( FAC ) will be chaired by former Chief Economic Adviser KV
Subramanian . It consists of 14 other members representing foreign banks , stock exchanges
depositories and RBI .
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End - to - end Digital Lok Adalat:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 India's first - ever end - to - end Digital Lok Adalat will be held on August 13 , 2022 .It
will be held by the Rajasthan State Legal Services Authority ( RSLSA ) and
Maharashtra State Legal Services Authority ( MSLSA ) .
 This Digital Lok Adalat was launched during the 18th All India Legal Services Authorities '
meet held in Jaipur in July 2022 .
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Nano Urea Spraying Scheme:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 Gujarat CM Bhupendra Patel has launched the Indian Farmers ' Fertilizer Cooperative
Limited ( IFFCO ) Nano Urea Spraying Scheme statewide .
 The scheme will promote the use of drones in the agricultural sector and is supposed to cut
down the agricultural cost and increase the income of the farmers .
 The provision of 35 crore rupees has been made for the scheme in FY 22-23 .
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ISS Facility Services India:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 ISS Facility Services India , a subsidiary of Denmark - based ISS Group has signed an
agreement with Delhi Skill and Entrepreneurship University ( DSEU ) . The MoU is
aimed at training students enrolled in BBA ( Facilities and Hygiene Management )
programme .
 ISS will assist DSEU with curriculum advisory , faculty and staff development workshops ,
internships and placement support .
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Kerala - based Federal Bank:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 Kerala - based Federal Bank has become India's first bank to list its Payment Gateway
platform on the TIN 2.0 platform of the Income Tax ( IT ) Department .
 With this , taxpayers will get one more option to make payments using modes such as Credit /
Debit Card & Internet Banking .
 Tax Information Network ( TIN ) is an initiative by the IT Department to modernise the tax
collection system .

Larsen & Toubro ( L & T ) Ltd:
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 Larsen & Toubro ( L & T ) Ltd has signed an MoU with the Gujarat government to set
up an IT and IT - enabled Services ( ITeS ) Park in Vadodara . The park is being set up
under the recently announced IT / ITES policy of the state government .
 This policy was launched in February 2022 with an aim to generate one lakh ' high - skilled
jobs ' in the IT sector in the next five years . Gujarat CM : Bhupendrabhai Patel.

Union cabinet secretary Rajiv Gauba:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 The Government on 5 July 2022 approved a one year extension in service for Union cabinet
secretary Rajiv Gauba . This is his second extension on the post . Gauba , former Union
Home Secretary , was in 2019 appointed as cabinet secretary for 2 years .
 He was given a one - year extension in August 2021 . Mr Gauba is said to be the key
architect of the Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation Act , 2019 .
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Machhal Women's Cricket League:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 In north Kashmir , the Indian Army along with local authorities organised the first ever
Machhal Women's Cricket League .
 The Indian Army organised this league to engage the youth of border districts , residing
along the line of control ( LOC ) , in sports activities . The girls from Machhal ,
Pushwari and Dudi villages participated in the game .

SAC:
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 The Indian Navy on 5 July 2022 inked a pact with ISRO's Space Applications Centre (
SAC ) on data sharing and cooperation on Satellite - based Naval Applications in
Oceanology and Meteorology .
 As per the agreement , the scientific advancements of the SAC would be synergised into the
Indian Navy's efforts to protect the country's maritime interests . ISRO Chairman : Sreedhara
Panicker Somanath.

Inderjit Camotra:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 Unity Small Finance Bank ( SFB ) on 5 July 2022 appointed Inderjit Camotra as its
managing director and chief executive officer .
 Unity SFB is a digital - first bank which was recently elevated to a ' Scheduled Bank ' by RBI
.The bank commenced its operation in November 2021 .
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SAFF U - 20 football championship trophy:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 India lifted the SAFF U - 20 football championship trophy by defeating Bangladesh in
the final at Kalinga stadium in Bhubaneswar , Odisha , on 5 August 2022 .
 India won this championship for the second consecutive time . SAFF- South Asian Football
Federation .
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First Indian athlete:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 Rupal Chaudhary has become the first Indian athlete to win two medals at the World
U20 Athletics Championship .
 After winning a 4x400m relay race silver , she won bronze in the women's 400m race . On 2
August , she had won a silver in the 4x400m relay race .
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