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Important Editorial Analysis:
A law without a flaw:
 The most celebrated kind of court judgments are those that eliminate inherent bias vested in a
law or rules framed by the government. The Supreme Court’s move last week to set right a
rule that was ‘manifestly arbitrary and violative of women’s right to bodily dignity’ fits right
into the concept of justice that is free, and without prejudice or favour to any person or group
of people.
 Earlier, the apex court in its wisdom, facilitated the abortion (beyond 20 weeks) of a young
unmarried woman whose partner parted ways after realising she was pregnant. Had the Court
rested then, it might have meant relief for one woman who had to go all the way to the top
court of the land in order to access what seven other categories of women would have been
able to do without legal hassles.
 While the judgment could have been cited in support of other women in a similar situation,
the law retained its flaw, and others would still have had to take the long legal route, and wait
upon the discretion of individual judges.
 Utilising the full, expansive reach of its powers, the Supreme Court has decided to correct the
anomaly. A Bench comprising Justices D.Y. Chandrachud and J.B. Pardiwala are considering
pronouncing a judgment which would make access to medical abortion a level-playing field.
 The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 and its Rules, 2003, prohibit unmarried
women who are between 20 weeks and 24 weeks pregnant to terminate the pregnancy. The
Court’s argument pierced at the heart of the iniquity in the law: if a married woman had
access to abortion facilities during the same period, then why should an unmarried woman be
prevented from using these services?. Exhorting the Government to have a ‘forward-looking
interpretation of the law’, the Bench pointed out that the rules mentioned ‘partner’ and not
husband.
 If the Supreme Court was feted for taking a liberal view of the law, its act of pushing the
envelope further to set right existing anomalies in law is to be celebrated in full measure. At a
time when the United States’ Supreme Court’s recent ruling overturning Roe vs Wade has
drawn that nation back several decades on the abortion question, India’s apex court’s move
stands out in sharp contrast.
 It is the surest example of the Court’s willingness to be modern and progressive, in order to
remove antediluvian inconsistencies in existing laws. It is also in the full spirit of Article 14
of the Constitution that guarantees to all persons equality before the law and equal protection
of laws.
 The law cannot cherry-pick beneficiaries, and if there is to be any justice at all, the antiquated
principles on which old Acts were built, cannot continue to frustrate young women who claim
autonomy of their own body.
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 Jagdeep Dhankhar will take oath as the 14th Vice-President of the country on Thursday, a day
after the term of the incumbent Vice-President, M. Venkaiah Naidu, ends. As the candidate of
the National Democratic Alliance (NDA), he secured 528 votes of the 710 valid votes in the
election held on Saturday.
 The Opposition candidate and Congress leader, Margaret Alva, got 182 votes, with the
Trinamool Congress abstaining. Mr. Dhankhar’s election was a foregone conclusion, as the
NDA had a clear majority in the electoral college, which was further reinforced by the
support of the Biju Janata Dal and the YSR Congress Party (YSRCP).
 Mr. Dhankhar, a Jat leader from Rajasthan, has had stints in Delhi and the State, in the Janata
Dal and the Congress, before he shifted to the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in 2003. His
appointment as the Governor of West Bengal catapulted him into the national limelight even
as the BJP fought a pitched battle against the Trinamool Congress (TMC) to take over the
reins of the State.
 A lawyer by training, he never pulled his punches, and combined political rhetoric and legal
reasoning in frequent run-ins with the West Bengal Chief Minister and TMC. He faced
charges of partisanship, but it all ended with the TMC mending fences with him ahead of his
election as Vice-President; it obliquely supported him by abstaining from the polls.
 The TMC accused the Congress of not consulting it on Ms. Alva’s nomination but that claim
is unconvincing, and the entire episode has exposed the chinks in the Opposition armour. The
help that he got from the TMC added a slice of intrigue to what was otherwise a predictable
victory. The Vice-President is also the chairman of the Rajya Sabha, a critical role anytime,
and more so in the present situation of extreme hostility between the Government and the
Opposition.
 Parliamentary proceedings have been continuously stalled, Members of Parliament have been
suspended and there has been a complete breakdown of communication between the ruling
BJP and the Opposition parties. The Government has repeatedly bypassed the Rajya Sabha in
the making of critical laws by arbitrarily classifying pieces of legislation as money Bills.
 The question is now before the Supreme Court. As Vice-President, Mr. Dhankhar will be
expected to facilitate better relations between the ruling party and the Opposition parties and
uphold the majesty and the constitutional role of the House. It is not an easy task in the
current scenario, but his initial moves will be eagerly awaited by everyone invested in
parliamentary democracy.
 Mr. Dhankhar’s elevation as Vice-President will certainly help the BJP politically. His role as
Chairman should be more to protect the Opposition’s space, debates and ensure accountability
of the executive. The inauguration of the new Vice-President should renew hopes for
parliamentary democracy.

" Vajra Prahar 2022 ":
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
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 The 13th Edition of the Indo - US Joint Special Forces exercise " Vajra Prahar 2022 "
commenced in Himachal Pradesh's Bakloh on 8 August 2022 . This annual exercise is hosted
alternatively between India and the US .
 The 12th edition was conducted in Washington ( USA ) in October 2021 . This exercise
aims to improve interoperability between the special forces of India & US .

Central Universities Act:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 Parliament has passed the Central Universities ( Amendment ) Bill 2022 . The Bill seeks
to amend the Central Universities Act , 2009 , which provides for establishing central
universities in various states .
 It also seeks to convert the National Rail and Transportation Institute at Vadodara into the
Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya which will be a central university .
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Drone Federation of India:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 The Army Design Bureau on behalf of the Indian Army has signed a MoU with the Drone
Federation of India .
 It has been signed to collaboratively work towards promoting R & D , testing and
manufacturing of drones , and associated technologies that can assist the army in its
operations .
 The Army Design Bureau is the nodal agency of the Indian Army to be the facilitator for the
R & D efforts .
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Microsoft:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 Microsoft has become the first big tech company to join Open Network for Digital
Commerce ( ONDC ) . ONDC an Indian government - backed platform created to
provide a level playing field to all e - commerce companies .
 Through ONDC it intends to introduce social e - commerce in the Indian market . It will also
launch a shopping app in India , which will be available on the ONDC network .

' Samudrayaan ':
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 The Centre will soon begin a mega ocean mission , called ' Samudrayaan ' to explore the deep
sea waters .
 Samudrayaan Mission is aimed to develop a self - propelled manned submersible to
carry three human beings to a water depth of 6,000 m in the ocean with a suite of
scientific sensors and tools for deep ocean exploration .
 It has an endurance of 12 hours of operational period .
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Power Grid Corporation of India Limited:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 Power Grid Corporation of India Limited has appointed Pramod Kumar as chief financial
officer ( CFO ) of the company . Before his appointment to the new position , Kumar served
as Executive Director ( Finance ) of Power Grid Corporation .
 Power Grid was founded in 1989 and is headquartered in Gurgaon . It is engaged
mainly in transmission of bulk power across different states of India .
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Electricity Act:
(Importance level-5/5)
 A bill to amend the Electricity Act to allow non - discriminatory open access to distribution
networks of power suppliers was introduced in Lok Sabha in August 2022 .
 The Electricity ( Amendment ) Bill 2022 was introduced by Power Minister R K Singh .
It seeks to amend section 42 of the Electricity Act to facilitate non - discriminatory open
access to the distribution network of a distribution licensee .

' dPal rNgam Duston’:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama has been honoured with the ' dPal rNgam Duston '
award - the highest civilian honour of Ladakh . He has been honoured for his immense
contribution to humanity .
 The award was conferred by Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council ( LAHDC ) ,
Leh . This award marks the celebration of the remarkable contribution and achievement of the
heroes of Ladakh .
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Him Drone - a - thon ':
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 The Indian Army in collaboration with the Drone Federation of India launched the '
Him Drone - a - thon ' programme on 08 August 2022 .
 It is aimed at providing opportunities to the Indian drone ecosystem to develop path breaking drone capabilities for meeting the requirements of frontline troops .
 In the 1st phase , drones will be developed for use in Army operations in the Himalayas .

RBI Act , 1934:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
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 Reserve Bank of India ( RBI ) has imposed a monetary penalty of 2.33 crore on Hyderabad
based Spandana Sphoorty Financial Ltd for its failure to adhere to pricing of credit guidelines
for Non - Banking Financial Company - Micro Finance Institutions ( NBFC - MFIS ) .
 The penalty has been imposed in exercise of powers vested in RBI under the provisions
of the Reserve Bank of India Act , 1934 .

DefExpo 2022:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 The 12th edition of DefExpo will be held in Gandhinagar , Gujarat between October 1822 , 2022 .DefExpo is Asia's largest exhibition on land , naval and homeland security
systems . The theme of DefExpo 2022 is ' Path to Pride '.
 DefExpo was traditionally held in Delhi until 2014 after which it was organised in new
venues - Goa ( 2016 ) , Chennai ( 2018 ) and Lucknow ( 2020 ) .
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International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples
: 9 August:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 The International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples is observed on 9 August each year
to raise awareness and protect the rights of the world's indigenous population . It was first
pronounced by the United Nations General Assembly in December 1994 .
 Theme 2022 : " The Role of Indigenous Women in the Preservation and Transmission of
Traditional Knowledge ".

2022 Commonwealth Games:
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 The 2022 Commonwealth Games in Birmingham concluded on 8 August 2022 . India
finished fourth in the medals tally with 61 medals comprising 22 gold , 16 silver and 23
bronze in the event .
 India bagged a total of 12 medals in wrestling . Australia topped the medals tally with a
total of 178 medals .
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