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Tourism Policy 2021:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren on 23 July 2022 launched the tourism policy 2021
for the state .
 Under the policy , the government would provide single window system , capital
investment subsidy at 20-25 % up to a limit of 10 crore and reimbursement of 75 % of
net GST paid for a period of five years to the investors in state's tourism sector .

YES Bank:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 YES Bank has announced the appointment of Rama Subramaniam Gandhi as an
additional independent director of the bank for a period of five years . Gandhi was a
Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India for three years from 2014 to 2017 .
 He had a three - year secondment to the Securities and Exchange Board of India ( SEBI ) , the
capital market regulator .
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Assam’s Barak Valley:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 Assam's Barak Valley will soon get a second wildlife sanctuary with Governor Jagdish Mukhi
approving a proposal for the creation of Barak Bhuban Wildlife Sanctuary .The Barak Valley
also houses the Borail Wildlife Sanctuary .
 The area has eight recorded species of primates -- slow loris , rhesus macaque , pig - tailed
macaque , stump - tailed macaque , Assamese macaque , capped langur , etc.
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National Thermal Engineer Day : 24 July:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 National Thermal Engineer Day is commemorated every year on July 24 . It honours the
importance of thermal management in the electronics sectors along with the engineers and
businesses that make it possible .
 The Advanced Thermal Inc ( ATS ) first acknowledged July 24th as the National
Thermal Engineer Day in the year 2014 with the intention to highlight the innovation of
the thermal industries .
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CSL & IIM-K:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 The Cochin Shipyard Limited ( CSL ) and the Indian Institute of Management - Kozhikode (
IIMK ) have signed an agreement to boost start - ups in the maritime sector .
 Under this initiative , start - ups can get up to Rs 50 lakh as seed grants , Rs one crore as
prototyping grants and equity funding for start - ups at the scale up stage .IIMK will
provide incubation , mentorship , training to startups .

Jammu Film Festival:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 The second edition of Jammu Film Festival will be held from September 3 , 2022 .54 projects
from 15 countries including feature films , documentaries , and shorts will be screened during
the event .
 The first ever international film festival here was held in September in 2019 in Jammu ,
the winter capital of the Union Territory .
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NIRMAN Accelerator Program:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 The Startup Incubation and Innovation Centre ( SIIC ) at IIT Kanpur has launched the
NIRMAN Accelerator Program .It is supported by the Department of Science and Technology
.
 15 start - ups will be selected and given the opportunity to accelerate their product journey
from ' lab to market '. The best - performing startups among the cohort of 15 startups will
receive a cash award of up to 1 million .

Japan Maritime Self Defense Force & Indian Navy:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 A Maritime Partnership Exercise ( MPX ) was conducted between Japan Maritime Self
Defense Force and Indian Navy on 23 July 2022 in Andaman Sea .
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 INS Sukanya and JS Samidare undertook various exercises including seamanship activities as
part of the operational interaction .
 The exercise was aimed at enhancing interoperability and streamlining seamanship and
communication procedures .

WHO & Moneypox:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 World Health Organization ( WHO ) has declared monkeypox a global health
emergency .The classification is the highest alert that the WHO can issue and follows a
worldwide upsurge in cases .
 It came at the end of the second meeting of the WHO's emergency committee on the virus .
There have been five deaths so far . More than 16,000 cases have now been reported from 75
countries .

Hindalco Industries & Aequs:
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 Hindalco Industries and Aequs have entered into a strategic pact for long - term collaboration
and joint business development in the commercial aerospace sector .
 The move will strengthen the commercial aerospace business of Aequs Pvt Ltd. Hindalco
Industries , a USD 26 billion metals powerhouse , is an industry player in aluminum and
copper .

Editorial Analysis:
A Fine Balance:
 Tamil cinema got a major fillip at the recent 68th National Film Awards, where it bagged top
honours. While Soorarai Pottru hogged the limelight with multiple accolades, including in the
‘Best Actor and Actress’ categories, other films such as Sivaranjiniyum Innum Sila Pengalum
and Mandela also fetched their teams honour and acclaim.
 The selections showcase the sheer variety Tamil cinema has offered to viewers in recent
times. While Sudha Kongara’s Soorarai Pottru — starring Suriya and inspired by the life and
times of Air Deccan founder Captain G.R. Gopinath — revolves around a man’s desire to
succeed and make even the common man fly, Vasanth’s Sivaranjiniyum Innum Sila
Pengalum is a powerful anthology delving into the minds of women across three time periods.
 Madonne Ashwin’s Mandela is at another level: an impressive political satire that showcases
how deep-seated caste is in the wider society. The most heartening aspect is that this national
acclaim has happened despite these films being released during a tumultuous phase for the
film industry — COVID-19 and the ensuing lockdowns.
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 This was acknowledged by the Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Anurag
Thakur, who said that although 2020 had been a particularly difficult year for films, the
nominations comprised great works.
 It proves that OTT or theatrical, quality content will stand out. That these three important and
relevant films were chosen for top national honours not only gives Tamil cinema pride of
place but also encourages aspiring and established film-makers to explore subjects that have
rarely been taken up.

 But how important are the national awards? While they do not define or lead to success at all
times, they do put the spotlight on underrated gems that might have otherwise been
overlooked. Mandela, for instance, is a classic case: starring Yogi Babu, primarily known for
his comic skills, this satire that also spoke about vote bank politics, streamed directly on
television and subsequently on an OTT platform, when the world was battling the pandemic.
 This honour for Mandela — in the ‘Dialogue Writer’ and ‘Debut Film of a Director’ category
— might well be life-changing for its team, giving them the impetus to work on more
significant and impactful cinematic material. With multiple release mechanisms opening up
thanks to the advent of OTT platforms, the future looks bright for film-makers and actors
trying to explore different aspects of storytelling.
 But critical acclaim alone is not enough to drive the industry forward; commercial viability
and box-office collections matter too. This is the balance that every film industry should
strive for.
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